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THE  MONTH:  December 

Michael  Desha 


According  to  David  Thomas  of  the  National 
Weather  Service,  this  month  was  notable  for  “its 
warmth  and  lack  of  snow.”  A  record-breaking  lack  of 
snow  continued  deep  into  December  and  was 
accompanied  by  several  days  of  record-breaking  high 
temperatures. 


The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was 
42.1°F,  12.0°F  above  normal,  which  eclipsed  the 
previous  record  for  December  by  4.5°F.  The  upper  air 
pattern  this  month  featured  a  predominant  trough  of  low 
pressure  over  the  western  United  States  and  a  ridge  of 
high  pressure  over  the  eastern  United  States.  A  strong 
west-to-east  flow  locked  cold  air  over  Canada  and 
allowed  mild  air  temperatures  to  expand  northward 
from  the  south,  bringing  many  unseasonably  warm 
days  to  this  area.  There  were  new  record  highs  on  the 
14th,  23rd  and  24th.  For  21  days  this  month  the 
temperature  was  at  or  above  freezing.  This  topped  the 
old  record  of  18  days  set  in  1923. The  last  four  months 
of  the  year,  averaged  together,  were  the  warmest  end 
to  a  calendar  year  on  record. 


Precipitation  for  the  month  totaled  2.9  inches  at  the 
Buffalo  airport,  1 .74  inches  below  the  average  of  3.89 
inches.  The  first  measurable  snowfall  occurred  on 
December  18th  when  a  band  of  lake-effect  snow  from 
Lake  Erie  reached  as  far  north  as  the  Buffalo  Airport  to 
briefly  whiten  the  ground  there  while  producing  up  to  a 
foot  of  snow  across  ski  country.  This  first  date  for 
measurable  snow  in  December  breaks  the  former 
record  date  of  December  3rd  by  fifteen  days.  The 
previous  record  date,  set  in  1899,  had  stood  for  over  a 
century. 


A  wintry  mix  falling  on  the  28th  yielded  0.9  inch  of 
snow  and  sleet  at  the  airport  before  the  precipitation 
changed  to  freezing  rain.  This  was  the  last  measurable 
snowfall  for  the  month  and  when  added  to  the  previous 
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measurement 
produced  a  total 
of  only  1 .0  inch. 
This  result 
makes 

December  2015 
the  least  snowy 
December  on 


record.  The  previous  record  was  1.1  inches  set  in  both 
1891  and  1899.  Due  to  the  record  warmth  over  the 
lake,  the  temperature  of  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo  dropped 
from  a  record-high  47°F  on  the  3rd  of  the  month  to  a 
record-high  42°F  by  December  31st 


(Top)  Northern  Goshawk  photographed  by  Gregory  at 
Wellsville,  Allegany  County  on  December  4th  and  (Bottom) 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  December  16th. 


As  happened 
last  December, 
several  of  this 
month’s  sightings 
reflected  the 
mildness  of  the 
weather.  Morse  and 
Callaghan  spotted 
a  very  late  Eastern 
Phoebe  on  the  28th 
in  Medina. 
Rybczynski  re¬ 
found  the  rare, 
previously-reported 
White-eyed  Vireo  at 
Tifft  on  the  1st  to 
provide  the  first 
December  record 
for  this  species  in 
our  study  area.  As 
reported  by  D’Anna 
et  al,  up  to  two 
Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers 
remained  along  the 
Niagara  River  and 
were  seen  on  the 
4th,  6th,  16th  and 
20th.  A  male 
Baltimore  Oriole 
began  visiting 
Zebehazy’s  yard  in 
Orchard  Park  on 
the  16th,  feeding  on 
wild  grapes  and  at 
a  seed  feeder,  and 
remained  through 
the  31st.  Zebehazy 
provided  a  number  of  photos  as  verification  for  the 
sighting  and  it  was  also  seen  and  reported  by  Vigyikan. 

As  usual,  one  or  two  Snow  Geese  were  seen  at 
various  locations  throughout  the  month,  but  a  high 
count  like  the  200  by  Nichols  at  Tonawanda  WMA  on 
the  20th  is  never  anticipated  in  our  area.  D’Anna  and 
Potter  spotted  a  Ross’s  Goose  at  Lewiston  on  the  23rd 
and  then  relocated  it  in  Porter  on  the  27th.  Sharon 
recorded  a  single  Brant  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park  on 
Christmas  Day.  Cackling  Geese  were  reported 
throughout  the  month  at  various  locations.  Gregory 
reported  eight  individuals  at  Cuba  Lake  on  the  5th. 
Sharon  counted  320  Tundra  Swans  at  Beaver  Island 
State  Park  on  Christmas  Day.  Seleen  saw  109  in  Ellery 
on  the  4th. 

DiTommaso  found  a  single  King  Eider  in  the  Buffalo 
Outer  Harbor  on  the  1 5th  that  was  again  seen  on  the 
23rd  by  Humann  and  others.  On  the  5th  Lawrence  found 
a  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at  Point  Breeze,  a  now  regular 
location  for  this  species  in  December. 

Also  at  Point  Breeze,  Harrison  and  Beattie  saw  six 
Red-necked  Grebes  on  the  5th  and  four  on  the  30th. 
While  these  numbers  are  typical  for  our  area,  they  pale 
in  comparison  to  the  single  day  count  of  1677  reported 
east  of  our  study  area  at  Hamlin  Beach  Lake  Watch  on 
the  14th.  Lawrence  found  an  Eared  Grebe  at  the 
Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment  Plant  on  the  5th. 


The  Black  Vulture  population  continues  to  increase 
along  the  Niagara  River.  Up  from  a  count  of  four  last 
December,  D'Anna  recorded  ten  individuals  in  Lewiston 
on  the  6th  and  Yoerg  saw  eleven  there  on  the  16th. 

Gregory  and  Casey  spotted  an  adult  Northern 
Goshawk  flying  over  Wellsville,  Allegany  County  on  the 
4th.  They  also  saw  a  Golden  Eagle  flying  over  Wellsville 
on  the  28th.  They  managed  to  photograph  the  eagle  in 
flight  to  provide  verification  of  the  sighting. 

The  Niagara  River  is  justly  noted  for  its  remarkable 
winter  concentration  of  gulls.  Humann  found  a  Black¬ 
headed  Gull  at  Unity  (Squaw)  Island  on  the  5th.  This 
species  is  uncommon  in  our  area,  but  has  been 
reported  in  all  winter  months  in  previous  years.  Yoerg 
saw  it  again  in  the  same  vicinity  on  the  16th.  As  is  usual 
for  the  month  of  December,  the  Niagara  River  held 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  and  Little,  Iceland,  Lesser 
Black-backed  and  Glaucous  Gulls.  Gregory  and  Casey 
spotted  four  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  on  Cuba  Lake 
on  the  10th. 

Snowy  Owls  again  moved  into  our  area  this 
December.  Pickles  recorded  the  first  sighting  this  month 
on  the  3rd  in  Welland,  Ontario.  There  were  subsequent 


(Top)  Baltimore  Oriole  (first  year  male)  and  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  photographed  by  Mike  Zebehazy  at  Orchard 
Park  on  December  16th  and  (Bottom)  Ross’s  Goose  and 
Canada  Geese  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Porter  on 
December  27th. 
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sightings  of  a  single  owl  at  the  Buffalo-Niagara  Airport 
by  Utech  on  the  16th  and  by  Salembier  on  the  21st. 
Tilden  saw  one  in  St.  Catharines  on  the  19th  and 
Humann  et  al  reported  two  in  Buffalo-Outer  Harbor  a 
day  later.  Weber,  D'Anna,  and  Potter  reported  a  single 
Snowy  Owl  in  Olcott  on  Christmas  Day  and  Styres  and 
Beattie  reported  one  on  the  30th  in  Yates. 

Fish  Crows  are  being  seen  and  heard  regularly. 
Miller  found  three  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on  the  5th. 

Morien  et  al  had  one  on  the  at  Unity  (Squaw)  Island  on 
the  6th. 

Common  Ravens  are  now  often  found  in  December 
north  of  the  Southern  Tier  of  New  York.  Walsilco  found 
one  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA  on  the  2nd  and  D’Anna  et  al 
reported  seeing  one  at  Robert  Moses  Power  Plant  on 
the  4th  and  again  on  the  16th. 

Willie  D’Anna  spotted  a  lone  Savannah  Sparrow  in 
the  Town  of  Yates  on  December  1st.  December  1st  is 
well  beyond  the  last  expected  date  of  November  6th  for 
this  species  in  the  latest  Verification  Date  Guide  and 
the  sighting  provides  only  the  second  December  record 
for  this  species. 

The  Landaus  reported  that  the  Oregon  subspecies 
Dark-eyed  Junco,  previously  observed,  continued 
throughout  the  month  in  Colden.  The  20  Rusty 
Blackbirds  seen  by  Wasilco  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA  on 
the  2nd  were  a  nice  find,  given  other  reports  of 
diminishing  populations.  Humann  reported  56  Pine 
Siskins  in  Allegany  State  Park  on  the  12th. 


Statisticians  Note  Regarding  the  Year 
(2015)  in  Review 

Mike  Morgante 

There  were  287  species,  subspecies,  and  named 
hybrids  identified  in  the  BOS  Study  Area  in  2015  This 
is  the  second  lowest  yearly  total  since  I  started  keeping 
track  in  2008.  This  year  started  on  pace  to  be  similar  to 
most  recent  years  that  reached  into  the  290s;  however, 
fewer  new  species  were  added  during  the  fall  months 
than  most  years. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  rarities  in  2015,  including 
one  new  species  in  the  BOS  Study  Area.  The  Neotropic 
Cormorant  first  identified  by  Jim  Pawlicki  in 
Chautauqua  County  in  April  was  a  great  find  but  not 
entirely  unexpected  as  a  new  species  to  occur  here 
following  sightings  in  recent  years  in  Hamilton,  Ontario; 
Rochester,  New  York;  and  elsewhere  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  It  took  only  three  months  for  the  next  sighting  of 
this  southern  cormorant  species  to  occur  in  the  study 
area.  Other  very  rare  species  with  accepted  records  in 
2015  included:  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  Swallow¬ 
tailed  Kite,  Piping  Plover,  Eurasian  Collared-Dove, 
Rufous  Hummingbird,  Black-backed  Woodpecker, 

Say’s  Phoebe,  Fish  Crow,  Cave  Swallow,  and  Eurasian 
Tree  Sparrow.  There  were  few  “misses”  in  2015,  but  the 
following  are  species  that  are  identified  with  at  least 
some  regularity  in  the  study  area,  which  were  not 
documented  in  2015.  Snowy  Egret,  Red  Knot,  Laughing 
Gull,  California  Gull,  Pomarine  Jaeger,  Sedge  Wren, 
Dickcissel,  Pine  Grosbeak,  and  Red  Crossbill. 


(Below)  Ross’s  Goose  and  Canada  Geese  photographed  by 
Willie  D’Anna  at  Porter  on  December  27th. 


The  Statisticians  thank  everyone  who  submitted 
sightings  in  this  past  year.  Your  contributions  make  up 
the  noteworthy  records  and  the  ornithological  record  of 
the  Society.  We  also  thank  Joe  Mitchell  for  his  first  full 
year  of  compiling  the  sightings  from  your  e-mails, 
letters,  and  the  eBird  records  summary  that  I  sent  him 
each  month.  We  appreciate  the  efforts  of  many  others 
that  helped  us  solicit  and/or  obtain  verification  reports 
or  simply  more  details  on  sightings.  This  collective  effort 
helps  bring  more  reports  (and  even  more  species)  to 
the  noteworthy  records. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  orjuv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1 , 2014). 
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Snow  Goose 
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20 

200 
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22 
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Ross’s  Goose 

23 

1 
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27 
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Brant 

25 

1 

Cackling  Goose 

2 
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u 

3 

1 

(i 

5;  26 

2;  1 
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5,  7 

8,  1 

M 

17 

1 

u 

28 
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Tundra  Swan 

4 

109 

u 

13 

230 

u 

25 

320 

u 

25 

240 

Wood  Duck 

12 

1 

u 

20 

1 

Gadwall 

2 

24 

u 

3 

22 

u 

15;  23 

34;  40 

a 

20 

27 

American  Wigeon 

5;  7;  12 

22;  18;  28 

American  Black  Duck 

7;  12;  22 

20 

a 

12 

30 

u 

23;  30 

20;  25 

a 

27 

18 

Mallard 

17 

2354 

Northern  Shoveler 

5;  26 

118;  10 

u 

23 

3 

Northern  Pintail 

7,  17 

24,  19 

Green-winged  Teal 

6;  18 

18;  4 

a 

7 

6 

t( 

24 

4 

a 

30 

1 

Redhead 

5 

500 

a 

7 

233 

a 

13 

140 

a 

20 

470 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5 

21 

19 

7 

a 

20 

25 

a 

25 

14 

a 

30 

9 

Greater  Scaup 

15 

220 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna 

Lockport 

Benedetti 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Nichols 

Lyndonville 

Ewald 

Lewiston 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Porter 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Sharon 

Lewiston 

D'Anna 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Mitchell 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Gypsum  Pond 

Morien 

Shelby 

Lawrence 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Niagara  Falls 

Powell 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Sharon 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

A.  Guthrie 

Allegany  SP 

Humann 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Coleman 

Tifft  NP 

D'Anna 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Goat  Island 

Humann;  Sly 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Humann 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Morien;  Lawrence 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien  et  al 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

Goat  Island 

Sly;  Lawrence 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Mitchell 

Cuba  Lake 

Lenz 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Harrison;  Lawrence 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Tillman  WMA 

R.  Guthrie 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

North  Harmony 

Seleen 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Niagara  Falls 

Powell 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Humann 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Humann 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Cassadaga  Lakes 

VerHague 

Goat  Island 

Humann 
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Number 


Species  October 


(( 

20 

231 

ll 

20 

180 

u 

30 

110 

Lesser  Scaup 

5 

400 

a 

7,  26 

225,  350 

King  Eider 

15;  23 

i;  i 

Harlequin  Duck 

4,6,  16 

i 

it 

4-30 

1-4 

Surf  Scoter 

6 

1 

it 

19 

1 

White-winged  Scoter 

19 

24 

u 

25 

1 

u 

28 

20 

Black  Scoter 

19 

2 

Long-tailed  Duck 

5 

140 

u 

19 

102 

Bufflehead 

3 

214 

n 

5 

500 

u 

5 

425 

u 

5 

250 

u 

20 

340 

Common  Goldeneye 

15 

320 

M 

19 

180 

(( 

30 

500 

Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

5 

1  PV 

Hooded  Merganser 

12 

103 

it 

13 

198 

u 

20 

208 

u 

20 

600 

Common  Merganser 

20 

137 

u 

25 

200 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1 

280 

Ruddy  Duck 

5;  25;  26 

163;  50;  16 

u 

6 

2 

u 

13,  26 

49,  10 

Red-throated  Loon 

1;  5;  25 

3;  1;  1 

u 

5 

8 

u 

19 

40 

u 

27 

3 

Common  Loon 

5 

14 

(t 

5 

4 

u 

27 

8 

Horned  Grebe 

5 

39 

u 

11 

32 

Red-necked  Grebe 

5;  30 

6;  4 

u 

13 

2 

it 

13 

2 

u 

19 

2 

Eared  Grebe 

5 

1 

Black  Vulture 

6;  16 

10;  11 

Turkey  Vulture 

5;  17 

15;  30 

Bald  Eagle 

12 

4 

Northern  Goshawk 

4 

1  ad 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1;  18;  30 

1 

u 

4 

1 

ii 

12 

1 

u 

15 

1 

u 

18;  26 

1 

II 

19 

1 

ll 

28 

1 

It 

31 

1 

Golden  Eagle 

28 

1 

American  Coot 

3 

300 

u 

5 

500 

Location 

Observer(s) 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Humann 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Humann 

Carlton 

Beattie 

North  Harmony 

Seleen 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

DiTommaso;  Humann  et  al 

Lewiston 

D'Anna  et  al 

Goat  Island 

J&A  Sawusch  et  al 

Niagara  Falls 

Fitzsimmons,  Recer 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Olcott 

B&B  Morse 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Hofer 

Olcott 

B&B  Morse 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Humann 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Fitzsimmons,  Recer 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Humann 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

McGowan  et  al 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Humann 

Niagara  Falls 

Humann 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Powell 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence 

Allegany  SP 

Humann 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Celeron 

Leenders 

Ellicott 

Seleen 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Hamburg 

Bliss 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Beattie;  Mitchell 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Dupont  et  al 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Point  Breeze 

D'Anna;  Harrison;  Lawrence 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Harrison 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Porter 

Humann 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

McGowan  et  al 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Kundl 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Harrison 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Point  Breeze 

Harrison;  Beattie 

Allegany  SP 

Humann 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman  et  al 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Lewiston 

D'Anna;  Yoerg 

Lewiston 

Miles;  Coombs 

Allegany  SP 

Humann 

Wellsville 

Gregory,  Casey 

Yates 

D'Anna;  Sharon;  Beattie 

Alabama 

Hejna 

Willing 

Gregory,  Casey 

Arcade 

Junkin 

Andover 

Gregory,  Casey;  Reichman 

Sheldon 

Reed 

Wellsville 

Gregory,  Casey 

Independence 

Reichman 

Wellsville 

Gregory,  Casey 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Busti 

Seleen 
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Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

(t 

6;  24 

200 

Mayville 

Goetz,  Lenz 

u 

17 

248 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Sandhill  Crane 

22 

2 

Kiantone 

Tome 

a 

23 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Roy 

Killdeer 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Purple  Sandpiper 

5;  23 

1 

Goat  Island 

J&A  Sawusch;  Humann;  Sly 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

5 

1  juv 

Whirlpool  SP 

Tobey,  Parker 

a 

13 

1  juv 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Landau,  Happ 

20;  23;  30 

1  juv 

Goat  Island 

Potter;  Sly;  D'Anna  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

6 

1800 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

McGowan  et  al 

a 

6 

1200 

Goat  Island 

McGowan  et  al 

a 

8 

3130 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Jacklin 

a 

30 

550 

Lewiston 

Lawrence 

a 

30 

212 

Tonawanda 

Humann 

Black-headed  Gull 

5;  20 

1 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Humann  et  al;  Yoerg 

Little  Gull 

4 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

a 

5-8;  30 

1 

Devil’s  Hole  SP 

Ewald  et  al;  Lawrence 

a 

5;  30 

1 

Lewiston 

Ewald  et  al;  Lawrence 

a 

19 

3 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Yoerg 

Iceland  Gull 

4;  30 

3;  10 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Morien;  D'Anna 

a 

5 

2 

Devil's  Hole  SP 

Ewald  et  al 

a 

6;  31 

3;  4 

Goat  Island 

McGowan  et  al;  Kundl 

a 

10;  23 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey;  Lenz 

a 

19 

1 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

10 

4 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

a 

13;  21 

7;  10 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna;  Kundl 

Glaucous  Gull 

15 

1 

Goat  Island 

Humann  et  al 

a 

16,  30 

3 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Snowy  Owl 

3 

1 

Welland,  Ont. 

Pickles 

(( 

16;  21 

1 

Buffalo-Niagara  Airport 

Utech;  Salembier 

u 

19 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Tilden 

a 

20 

2 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Humann  et  al 

u 

25 

1 

Olcott 

Weber,  D'Anna,  Potter 

u 

29;  30 

1 

Yates 

Styres;  Beattie 

Short-eared  Owl 

4;  20 

2 

Shelby 

Morien;  Nichols 

a 

4,  6,  13 

1 

Wellsville 

Gregory,  Casey 

a 

25 

2 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Roy 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

18,  24 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Salim 

Merlin 

5 

1 

Goat  Island 

Ewald  et  al 

a 

18 

1 

Olcott 

Sharon 

a 

18 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

a 

6,  19 

1 

Wilson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

a 

20 

1 

Ellicott 

Seleen 

a 

23 

1 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Lewis 

(( 

28 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Peregrine  Falcon 

5 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

(t 

5;  30 

1 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

McGowan  et  al;  Humann 

a 

6;  30 

1;  2 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

D'Anna,  Morien;  Dupont 

a 

16 

1 

Lewiston 

D'Anna 

a 

15 

1 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Humann 

a 

23 

1 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Humann 

a 

26 

1 

Carlton 

Bemont 

a 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

O’Donnell 

Eastern  Phoebe 

28L 

1 

Medina 

Morse,  Callaghan 

Northern  Shrike 

9 

1 

Poland 

Berry 

a 

13 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Powell;  O’Donnell 

a 

18,  26,  31 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

a 

20 

1 

Gerry 

Leenders 

(( 

27 

1 

Porter 

D'Anna,  Potter 

a 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

a 

28 

1 

Willing 

Gregory,  Casey 

White-eyed  Vireo 

1  PV 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rybczynski 

Fish  Crow 

5 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Miller 

a 

6 

1 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Morien  et  al 

112 


Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Common  Raven 

2 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

u 

4;  16 

1 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

D'Anna  et  al 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

4.  6.  16.  20 

12  11 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

5 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Lawrence 

a 

19 

1 

Newfane 

B&B  Morse 

u 

27 

1 

Porter 

Potter,  Seyler 

Gray  Catbird 

19 

1 

Olcott 

B&B  Morse 

Snow  Bunting 

5 

17 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

a 

27 

12 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Kundl 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

26,  28 

2,  3 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Chipping  Sparrow 

12 

1 

Willing 

Gregory,  Casey 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Yates 

D'Anna 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thomas 

Swamp  Sparrow 

3,  17 

1,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

5 

1 

Batavia  WTTP 

Lawrence 

u 

12 

2 

Depew 

Barton 

ii 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

<( 

16 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

ii 

20 

1 

Ellicott 

Seleen 

u 

20 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1 

2 

Yates 

D'Anna 

Dark-eved  Junco  fOreaon) 

1-31  PV 

1 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

16  PV 

1 

Pomfret 

Andrews 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

2 

4 

Tifft  NP 

D'Anna 

u 

3,  26 

5,7 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

u 

4 

12 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

u 

10 

3 

Shelby 

Morien 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

20 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

u 

8 

2 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

30 

90 

Carlton 

Bemont 

Baltimore  Oriole 

16-31 

1 

Orchard  Park  (f) 

Zebehazy,  Vigyikan 

Pine  Siskin 

12 

56 

Allegany  SP 

Humann 

M 

20 

5 

Whitesville 

Reichman 

U 

29 

9 

Carlton 

Bemont 

Species,  subspecies,  and  named  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

287 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

0 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2015: 

287 

Addenda  for  2013 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose  Feb.  9 

6 

Sweets  Corners,  ONT 

Nieuwenhuis,  Poort 

Snow  Goose 

Feb.  9 

1  blue 

Sweets  Corners,  ONT 

Nieuwenhuis,  Poort 
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Winter/Spring  Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblQg.com/ 

Mar.  15  -  May  15.  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Road  between  Routes  5  &  20). 
Stop  by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)!  Contact 
Jim  Landau  (716-941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.com). 

May  7:  Saturday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  (7:30  -  11:30  AM).  This 
trip  will  focus  on  newly  arrived  neotropical  migrants  as  well  as 
lingering  waterfowl  and  sparrows.  This  will  be  an  easy  walk  over 
level  ground  and  boardwalks,  possibly  muddy  trails.  Meet  at  the 
visitor  center.  Leader  Joe  Mitchell  (josephcmitchell@gmail.com 
716-604-7701). 

May  11:  Wednesday.  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  meeting  at 
7:00  PM  in  the  Jaeger  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 
Presenter  will  be  Darryl  McGrath.  Darryl  is  a  journalist  living  in 
Albany,  New  York.  She  has  written  about  upstate  New  York’s 
environment  and  rural  regions  for  over  twenty  years  and  has 
won  numerous  awards  for  her  reporting.  She  will  reflect  on 
several  topics  from  her  new  book  “Flight  Paths”. 

May  15:  Sunday.  May  Bird  Count.  Please  participate.  Contact 
Compiler:  Robert  DeLeon  at  rldeleon@yahoo.com  or 
716-626-0325. 

May  21:  Saturday.  7:30  AM.  Marcy's  Woods,  Port  Colbourne, 
Ontario.  Meet  at  7:30  AM  at  the  south  end  of  Holloway  Bay 
Road  (between  Sherkston  and  Point  Abino).  Join  the  BOS  for  a 
walk  through  this  remnant  Carolinian  Forest  and  ancient  dune 
community.  Cerulean  and  Hooded  Warblers  have  nested  here  in 
the  past  and  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  still  do.  This  will  be  a 
1/2  day  trip.  PLEASE  REMEMBER  to  bring  proper  identification 
for  the  border  crossing.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.marcyswoods.ca.  A  big  thank  you  to  Marcie  Jacklin  for 
organizing  this  trip!  Leader:  Marcie  Jacklin  mjacklin@brocku.ca 

June  4:  Saturday  (with  a  rain  date  of  Sunday  June  5).  Iroquois 
NWR.  Join  the  BOS  in  search  of  Prothonotary  and  Cerulean 
Warblers,  Black  Tern,  Acadian  Flycatcher,  and  Yellow-throated 
Vireo.  We  will  begin  8  AM  at  Meadville  Road,  south  of  Rt.  77 
and  near  the  little  bridge.  We  will  walk  several  trails  during  this 
half  day  trip  and  will  end  at  the  refuge  visitor's  center.  Bring  a 
lunch.  Leader:  Celeste  Morien  (Ph:  585-721-8202,  Email: 
celeste. morien@gmail. com) 

June  8:  Wednesday.  The  Annual  June  Picnic  will  be  held  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  (off  Fuhrmann  Blvd.).  The  picnic  will  be 
followed  by  a  short  field  trip  of  the  preserve.  Bring  your  own 
food  and  we  will  eat  at  6:00  PM  near  the  Visitor  Center. 


(Top)  Peregrine  Falcon  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  the 
Buffalo  waterfront  on  December  30th  and  (Bottom) 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  along  the 
Niagara  River  on  December  30th. 
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THE  MONTH:  January 


Willie  D’Anna 


After  the  warmest  December  on  record,  the 
weather  returned  to  more  seasonal  conditions  in 
January.  The  mean  temperature  for  the  month  at 
Buffalo  was  26.9°  F,  2°  above  normal,  and  precipitation 
was  1.37”  below  normal  at  1.81”.  25.6”  of  snow  was 
almost  right  at  the  average  with  much  of  that  occurring 
in  lake-effect  storms,  as  is  typical  for  the  city.  Areas 
outside  of  the  snow-belt  regions,  particularly  the 
Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  and  Niagara  County, 
received  much  less  snow. 

With  such  mild  conditions  preceding  the  month, 
one  might  expect  more  lingering  waterfowl  than  usual 
and  that  was  shown  by  several  reports  of  Snow  Geese, 
Tundra  Swan,  Northern  Pintail,  Green-winged  Teal, 
Ring-necked  Duck,  Hooded  Merganser,  and  Ruddy 
Duck.  A  number  of  these  reports  even  came  from  inland 
areas  of  our  southern  tier,  at  places  such  as 
Chautauqua  Lake  and  Cuba  Lake.  These  lakes  would 
normally  be  close  to  completely  frozen  by  early  January 
and  with  fewer  observers  in  those  areas,  particularly 
near  Cuba  Lake,  winter  waterfowl  reports  are  relatively 
sparse.  The  popularity  of  eBird,  which  birders  can  use 
to  report  sightings  online  as  well  as  maintain  their 
personal  lists,  has  greatly  augmented  reports  from  less 
populated  areas,  such  as  these.  Rare  waterfowl  this 
month  included  a  lingering  Ross’s  Goose  in  the  Town  of 
Lewiston,  Niagara  County,  multiple  Harlequin  Ducks  off 
of  Goat  Island  again  this  winter,  Black  Scoter  at  four 
locations,  the  male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at  Point 
Breeze  again,  and  an  Eared  Grebe  at  Barcelona 
Harbor,  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague.  During  the 
January  Waterfowl  Count,  Mike  Morgante  and  Chris 
Akios  found  and  photographed  a  Mallard  -  Northern 
Pintail  hybrid,  a  rather  rare  combination,  on  the  Niagara 
River  from  Grand  Island. 


A  flock  of  the  ever-increasing  Sandhill  Crane  was 

found  and 

9  The  Month  beautifully 

Willie  D’Anna  photographed  by 

11  January  Waterfowl  Ct.  2016  Kayo  Roy  in 

Jim  Landau  Niagara  Falls, 

12  Noteworthy  Records  Ontario,  where 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians  they  were 

16  Calendar  observed  by 

several  birders 


(Top)  Sandhill  Crane  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  along 
McKenny  Road  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  January  1st, 
(Middle)  Eared  Grebe  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at 
Barcelona  Harbor  on  January  7th,  and  (Bottom)  Long-eared 
Owl  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  in  Niagara  County  on 
January  15th. 


over  a  two-week 
plus  period.  A  rare 
Red  Phalarope  was 
found  on  the  very 
late  date  of  January 
23rd  at  Point 
Breeze,  seen  by 
Jim  Wodjewodzki, 
Kevin  Rybczynski, 
Jim  Landau,  and 
Rick  Thomas.  Gulls 
on  the  Niagara 
River  were 
generally 

unremarkable  but  a 
Black-headed  Gull 
in  Buffalo  and  a 
Black-legged 
Kittiwake  at  the 
power  plants  added 
some  spice.  Snowy 
Owls  were  again 
found  in  above- 
average  numbers 
with  reports  from  at 
least  six  locations. 

Northern  Shrike 
seemed  to  be  up 
from  its  lower 
numbers  in  recent 
years.  Common 
Ravens  continue  to 
fill  in  the  locations 
where  it  previously 
would  have  been 
considered  very 
rare  or  even 

completely  absent,  including  our  “northern  tier”  counties 
of  Niagara  and  Orleans.  Again  this  winter,  multiple  Fish 
Crows  were  found  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  Each  year  the 
site  where  reports  are  most  concentrated  in  Fort  Erie 
moves  from  place  to  place,  so  birders  usually  need 
recent  reports,  or  “intel”,  to  help  find  these  birds.  Prior 
to  2002,  American  Pipit  was  not  known  as  a  wintering 
species  (found  in  January  and/or  February)  in  the  BOS 
Region.  However,  it  has  now  been  found  at  six 
locations  during  those  months  with  the  latest  being  an 
individual  found  by  Chris  Kundl  at  Goat  Island,  that 
continued  for  nearly  two  weeks.  Either  there  were  more 
Lapland  Longspurs  around  this  winter  or  birders  were 
spending  more  time  looking  for  them.  We  had  reports 
from  eight  locations  this  month. 

Pine  Warbler  continued  its  trend  of  more  winter 
sightings  than  the  past  with  two  reports  this  month, 
including  one  from  an  unexpected  location  in  Sandusky, 
Cattaraugus  County.  Field  Sparrow  was  formerly  a 
more  frequent  winter  visitor  but  the  one  found  by  Sue 
Barth  in  Orchard  Park  is  only  our  seventh  record  in  the 
2000s.  Checking  the  eBird  map  for  this  species,  I  found 
several  other  winter  reports  in  Western  New  York  since 
2000,  many  of  which  are  obviously  incorrect,  as 
revealed  by  reports  of  multiple  individuals  without 
photographs  or  even  comments.  No  doubt,  volunteer 
reviewers  will  get  these  cleaned  up  eventually.  This 
check  also  uncovered  some  additional  good  reports. 


The  Prothonotary  is  published 
monthly  by  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  NY 
14211.  Send  address  changes  to 
Karen  Landau,  9195  State  Road, 
Colden,  NY  14033. 

Correspondence  to: 
skalicky@biochem.utah.edu 
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The  generally  warmer  winters  we  have  been 
experiencing  of  late  seem  to  be  enticing  more 
Savannah  Sparrows  to  stick  around.  We  had  three 
more  accepted  reports  this  January,  one  of  which  was 
nicely  documented  with  a  photo  by  Celeste  Morien.  A 
Fox  Sparrow  reported  by  Brett  Ewald  at  his  feeding 
station  east  of  Lyndonville,  Orleans  County,  was  our 
first  in  January  in  five  years.  Kayo  Roy's  discovery  of  a 
remarkable  number  of  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  and 
Red-winged  Blackbirds  at  a  grain  pile  in  Thorold, 
Ontario  produced  counts  of  2000  Brown-headed 
Cowbirds  and  200  Red-winged  Blackbirds  blanketing 
the  pile.  There  were  several  other  reports  of  these  two 
species  from  elsewhere  in  the  Region,  no  doubt  enticed 
to  stay  longer  due  to  the  mild  December.  The 
previously  reported  Oregon  Junco  at  Colden  and 
Baltimore  Oriole  at  Orchard  Park  continued  throughout 
the  month.  It  was  a  poor  month  for  visiting  finches,  with 
only  a  single  report  of  Common  Redpoll  and  a  few 
reports  each  of  Purple  Finch  and  Pine  Siskin. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mike  Morgante  for  the  weather 
information. 
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(Top)  Winter  Wren  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Goat 
Island  on  January  14th  and  (Bottom)  Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Pt.  Breeze  on  January  20th. 


2016  January  Waterfowl  Count 
Summary 

Jim  Landau  /'Region  1  Compiler) 

Overview 

The  New  York  State  Ornithological  Association  (NYSOA) 
conducts  an  annual  waterfowl  count  each  January  to 
assist  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation  (NYDEC)  in  monitoring  long-term  waterfowl 
population  changes,  bird  conservation  planning  and 
environmental  reviews.  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
has  been  participating  in  this  effort  since  1955.  This 
year's  count  period  was  January  16-24,  with  a  preferred 
target  date  of  Sunday,  January  1 7.  Final  results  of  the 
state  waterfowl  count  will  eventually  be  published  in  “The 
Kingbird”  and  also  posted  on  the  NYSOA  website  at: 
http://www.nvbirds.org/ProjWaterfowl.htm 

Species  Compilation 

The  table  below  lists  the  species  observed  on  the  2015 
count  and  their  accumulated  totals.  Where  a  species  was 
recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  letters  are 
noted  in  parentheses. 


Species 

Total 

Notes 

Species 

Total 

Notes 

Snow  Goose 

i 

(M) 

scaup  species 

i 

Canada  Goose 

8,124 

Harlequin  Duck 

2 

(E2) 

Cackling  Goose 

1 

(G) 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

(B) 

Mute  Swan 

4 

(D,  G,  1) 

White-winged 

Scoter 

141 

Tundra  Swan 

719 

Black  Scoter 

2 

(El) 

Wood  Duck 

2 

(K,  R) 

Long-tailed  Duck 

3,666 

Gadwall 

107 

Bufflehead 

2,266 

American 

Wigeon 

40 

(C,  D, 
E2) 

Common 

Goldeneye 

4,312 

American  Black 
Duck 

189 

Barrow's 

Goldeneye 

1 

(A) 

Mallard 

4,505 

Hooded 

Merganser 

193 

Mallard  x  Black 
Duck 

1 

(Q) 

Common 

Merganser 

950 

Northern 

Shoveler 

6 

(M) 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 

733 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

(G) 

Ruddy  Duck 

22 

(FI,  J) 

Canvasback 

4,158 

Common  Loon 

4 

(C,  FI) 

Redhead 

1,640 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 

30 

Ring-necked 

Duck 

53 

(G) 

American  Coot 

36 

Greater  Scaup 

3,341 

Other/ 

Unidentified 

5,045 

Lesser  Scaup 

547 

TOTAL  OF 
ABOVE 

40,846 

Notes 

One  week  away  from  the  start  of  the  count  period,  the 
temps  were  in  the  mid  to  high  40s.  Things  got  a  little 
more  active  from  the  12th  through  the  14th,  with  colder 
temps  and  windier  "lake  effect  snow"  producing  about  a 
foot  of  snow  around  the  Buffalo  area. 

The  count  period  itself  was  a  seasonably  wintry  one,  and 
unfortunately  the  target  date  of  the  17th  produced  wind- 
driven  snow  showers  which  hampered  viewing 
conditions.  14  out  of  19  teams  got  out  on  the  17th, 
although  there  was  much  frustration  over  the  poor 
visibility,  especially  along  the  Niagara  River.  One  veteran 
section  leader  expressed  exasperation  at  having  to  report 


5000  "other/unidentified"  waterfowl,  due  to  weather.  Only 
Section  G  (Grand  Island  in  the  Niagara  River)  reported 
significant  numbers  of  Canvasbacks  and  they  counted  on 
the  24th,  the  final  day  of  the  count,  with  better  conditions. 
High  counts  were  realized  for  Tundra  Swan  and  Lesser 
Scaup.  Mike  Morgante  and  Chris  Akios  came  across  an 
unusual  Pintail  x  Mallard  hybrid  on  their  section.  The 
state  reporting  guidelines  do  not  accommodate 
exceptions  like  this  to  be  added  to  the  official  list  of 
species,  so  it  is  noted  but  statistically  is  added  to  the 
"Other/Unidentified"  category. 

Participation  in  New  York’s  Annual  Mid-winter  Bald 

Eaale  Survey 

The  January  Waterfowl  Count  roughly  coincides  with  the 
National  Mid-winter  Bald  Eagle  Survey.  This  national 
survey  is  being  coordinated  by  the  U  S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  out  of  their  San  Francisco  office,  in  partnership 
with  the  Biological  Resources  Division  of  the  U  S. 
Geological  Survey.  The  NYDEC  conducts  their  own  effort 
on  behalf  of  this  survey  and  encourages  us  to  report  any 
eagles  observed  during  the  waterfowl  count.  This  year  8 
sections  reported  a  total  of  19  Bald  Eagles,  both  full 
adults  and  immature  birds. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Snow  Goose 

2 

14 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

tt 

6 

2 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

(I 

9 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Seburn 

a 

13 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

J&B  Farnan 

(( 

30 

310 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence  et  al 

u 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Issler 

Ross’s  Goose 

1 

1 

Bond  Lake 

Seyler 

Cackling  Goose 

1 

3 

Lewiston 

D'Anna,  Potter,  Morien 

a 

2 

1 

Lyndonville 

Thomas,  Rybczynski 

Mute  Swan 

14-24 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

it 

17 

1 

Silver  Creek 

VerHague 

u 

23 

7 

Point  Breeze 

Wojewodzki  et  al 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

169 

Niagara  Falls 

Humann 

a 

17 

91 

Ellery 

Seleen 

u 

19 

140 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Tome 

it 

30 

126 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Kerr  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

8 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Harbison 

Gadwall 

1;  16;  27 

37:  77:  141 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna  et  al;  Morse;  D'Anna 

it 

3 

22 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

it 

15 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

American  Wigeon 

2 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

2 

18 

Goat  Island 

Humann,  Kerr,  Brunner 

it 

3 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

American  Black  Duck 

3;  31 

20;  28 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell;  Lawrence 

tt 

24 

30 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Lenz  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

3;  12 

26;  4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell;  Beattie 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

u 

3 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

It 

24 

2 

Niagara  River  -  Grand  Is. 

Morgante,  Akios 

It 

30 

2 

Wilson 

Mitchell 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Yoerg 

u 

i;  2 

1 

Goat  Island 

Kundl  et  al 

it 

4 

2 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

tt 

20 

1 

Carlton 

Morien 

Canvasback 

16 

3000 

Niagara  Falls 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

20 

1400 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

it 

24 

3652 

Niagara  River -Grand  Is. 

Morgante,  Akios 

Redhead 

2 

250 

Niagara  Falls 

Humann 

u 

24 

517 

Niagara  River -Grand  Is. 

Morgante,  Akios 

28 

425 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Sharon 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

14 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

3 

11 

Cassadaga  Lake 

VerHague 

3 

7 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell 

u 

12;  21 

72;  36 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

17 

700 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

u 

17 

400 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Coleman 

u 

24 

1418 

Niagara  River -Grand  Is. 

Morgante,  Akios 
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SDecies 

Januarv 

Number 

Lesser  Scaup 

22 

28 

u 

23 

23 

u 

24 

82 

Harlequin  Duck 

1-31 

3-5 

Surf  Scoter 

15 

1 

it 

22 

2 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

96 

M 

15 

100 

U 

30 

154 

Black  Scoter 

2 

1 

u 

15 

1 

u 

23 

1 

u 

24 

1 

Long-tailed  Duck 

22 

169 

u 

27 

166 

Bufflehead 

1 

55 

u 

23 

60 

Common  Goldeneye 

i;  27 

330;  226 

a 

4,9 

270,  375 

it 

23 

145 

a 

24 

653 

Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

15-30 

1  PV 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

26 

a 

4 

45 

a 

5;  26 

32;  12 

a 

17 

36 

Common  Merganser 

4 

135 

Ruddy  Duck 

3,  12 

42,  2 

a 

17 

4 

a 

17 

4 

a 

24 

2 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

2 

a 

9 

1 

(( 

30 

6 

a 

31 

6 

Common  Loon 

8 

2 

a 

9 

1 

a 

24 

3 

a 

31 

1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

1 

a 

14 

1 

a 

21 

1 

Horned  Grebe 

2 

10 

tc 

31 

3 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1,2 

1 

a 

1 

1 

a 

3 

2 

a 

17 

2 

Eared  Grebe 

7 

1 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

1 

1 

a 

9 

19 

a 

24 

19 

Black  Vulture 

1,7 

11,  8 

Turkey  Vulture 

2;  7 

8;  12 

a 

30 

1 

a 

30 

3 

Northern  Goshawk 

19 

1  ad 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

21 

1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2-29 

1-2 

American  Coot 

2;  22 

35;  30 

a 

24;  30 

5;  10 

u 

27 

1 

Sandhill  Crane 

1,5;  9;  16 

2,  10;  9;  8 

Killdeer 

21;  22 

1 

Location  Observers) 


Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Tonawanda 

D&D  Suggs 

Niagara  River  -  Grand  Is. 

Morgante 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna  et  al 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Olcott 

Yoerg 

Wilson 

D'Anna  et  al 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Mitchell 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Brenner  et  al 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Yoerg 

Point  Breeze 

Beattie 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Brenner  et  al 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna  et  al 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Humann 

Point  Breeze 

A. Guthrie 

Niagara  River  -  Grand  Is. 

Morgante,  Akios 

Point  Breeze 

Barth,  Mitchell  et  al 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Allegany  SP 

Miles 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Goetz 

Mayville 

Seleen 

Allegany  SP 

Miles 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Mayville 

Seleen 

Ellery 

Seleen 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz,  McGowan,  Santana 

Wilson 

D'Anna,  Callaghan,  Morien 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Manning 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Mitchell 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Manning 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Lenz  et  al 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

Cuba  Lake 

Gregory,  Casey 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Point  Breeze 

Thomas,  Rybczynski 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D’Anna 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

Wilson 

D'Anna,  Callaghan,  Morien 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Humann 

Point  Breeze 

Carlson 

Barcelona  Harbor 

VerHague 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Berry 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Humann 

Niagara  River  -  Grand  Is. 

Morgante 

Lewiston 

D'Anna  et  al 

Lewiston 

Harbison;  D'Anna  et  al 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

Wilson 

Mitchell 

West  Valley 

Hallick 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Tome 

Reports  from  12  locations 

Multiple  Observers 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague,  Goetz 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Morgante,  Akios;  Yerkovich 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Roy;  Jacklin;  Landau  et  al 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Rising  et  al;  Beattie 
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Species 

Red  Phalarope 
Black-legged  Kittiwake 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 

u 

u 

Black-headed  Gull 
Little  Gull 

u 

u 

u 

Iceland  Gull 

u 

u 

u 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

(t 

M 

(( 

Glaucous  Gull 

u 

(1 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 
Snowy  Owl 

ti 

M 

(t 

ti 

it 

Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 

ct 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

tt 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Merlin 

tt 

ll 

it 

tt 

Peregrine  Falcon 

tt 

u 

tt 

Northern  Shrike 
Fish  Crow 
Common  Raven 

tt 

Horned  Lark 

tt 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

tt 

Hermit  Thrush 
American  Robin 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Gray  Catbird 
American  Pipit 
Lapland  Longspur 

tt 

tt 

tt 


Januarv 

Number 

23 

1 

7 

1  juv 

1 

800 

1;  16 

900;  1600 

1 

390 

24 

1 

3;  8 

1 

1;  23 

1;  2 

3 

i 

7;  16 

2;  1 

9 

1 

1,  13 

10,  13 

3 

12 

14 

10 

16 

6 

1;  13 

10;  15 

1 

1 

9 

2 

28 

1 

1 

1 

7;  14;  16 

1;  3;  2 

16 

1 

16 

113 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7;  9;  25 

1;  2;  1 

22 

1 

30 

1 

3;  15;  31 

1 

2;  25 

2;  4 

6 

1 

9;  31 

1 

9 

1 

14 

1 

1,7 

1 

8 

1 

16 

1 

17 

1 

31 

1 

4;  9;  18 

2;  1;  1 

9;  23;  30 

1 

26 

1 

30 

1 

2-27 

1 

15;  31 

4;  2  PV 

17 

2 

17 

1 

14 

70 

24 

70 

14 

1 

15 

1 

28 

1 

28 

1 

14;  22 

100;  193 

22 

250 

24 

200 

28 

125 

20;  25;  31 

1 

12-25 

1 

17 

2 

21 

4 

22 

1 

23 

3 

Location 

Point  Breeze 
Devils  Hole  SP 
Whirlpool  SP 
Devils  Hole  SP 
Goat  Island 
Grand  Island 
Unity  (Squaw)  Island 
Devils  Hole  SP 
Goat  Island 
Lewiston 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 
Goat  Island 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 
Devils  Hole  SP 
Queenston,  Ont. 

Goat  Island 
Cuba  Lake 
Ellery 

Beaver  Island  SP 
Wilson 
Goat  Island 
Queenston,  Ont. 

Ellery 

Wilson 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 
Somerset 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Airport 
Yates 

Golden  Hill  SP 
Shelby 
Alabama 
Point  Gratiot 
Campden,  Ont. 

Aurora 

Wilson 

Yates 

Buffalo 

Dunkirk 

Dayton 

Buffalo 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Reports  from  12  locations 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Medina 
Niagara  Falls 
Bethany 
Yates 

Goat  Island 
Ellery 

Amherst  SP 
Wilson 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Porter 

Newfane 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Tifft  NP 

Goat  Island 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Cambria 

Hartland 

Carlton 


Observer(s) 

Wojewodzki  et  al 
D'Anna 

D'Anna,  Morien 

D'Anna,  Morien;  Morse 

Callaghan 

Morgante 

Yoerg;  Rybczynski 

D'Anna  et  al;  Darrah 

Potter 

D'Anna  et  al;  Kerr 
Humann,  Gullo 
Kundl 

D'Anna  et  al 
D'Anna 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 
Thomas;  Kundl 
Gregory,  Casey 
Seleen 
Sharon 

D'Anna,  Callaghan,  Morien 
Yoerg;  D’Anna;  Morse 
J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 
Seleen 

Potter,  D'Anna,  Morien 
Roy 

Humann 

Thomas;  Humann  et  al;  Salembier 
VerHague 

Landau,  Wojewodzki 
Humann;  Barth;  Morien 
Thomas,  Rybczynski;  Morien 
Barth 

Salim;  J&K  Landau 
Roy 

Szmania 

D'Anna,  Morien 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Barth 

VerHague 

J&K  Landau 

Rybczynski  et  al 

Humann;  Thomas;  Kerr,  Misener 

Walters 

Seidman 

Multiple  Observers 
Yoerg;  Roy 
Morien 

T&S  O’Donnell 

Barth 

D'Anna 

D'Anna 

Berry 

Salembier 

Frauen 

Bemont;  Beattie 
D'Anna 
D'Anna 
VerHague 

Rybczynski;  Salembier;  Seidman 

Kundl  et  al 
J&B  Farnan 
Frauen 
Beattie 
Bemont 
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Species 

Januarv 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

it 

23 

2 

Shelby 

Benedetti 

it 

23 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

u 

24 

20 

Yates 

DAnna 

it 

24 

1 

Hume 

Beattie 

Snow  Bunting 

8 

250 

Yates 

D'Anna 

it 

14 

125 

Middlebury 

Beattie,  Barth 

it 

18 

60 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

it 

23 

100 

Somerset 

Thomas 

it 

23 

87 

Carlton 

Bemont 

it 

24,  29 

190,  150 

Independence 

Reichman 

it 

24 

260 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Lenz,  McGowan,  Santana 

it 

29 

180 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Pine  Warbler 

2-20 

1 

Sandusky(f) 

Morgan 

ii 

21;  23;  27 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna;  Powell;  D'Anna 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

9 

10 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

ii 

30,  31 

1 

Youngstown 

Landon 

Eastern  Towhee 

23 

1 

Bethany 

Hess 

Chipping  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

it 

4 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Field  Sparrow 

28 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

Savannah  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Yates 

Morien 

u 

24,  25 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

ii 

25 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

Fox  Sparrow 

24 

1 

Lyndonville 

Ewald 

Swamp  Sparrow 

24 

1 

Pomfret 

Lenz,  McGowan,  Santana 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

4,  25 

2,2 

Bethany 

Beattie 

it 

6 

12 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

it 

15 

6 

Hartland 

Barth 

u 

21 

4 

Porter 

D'Anna 

Dark-eved  Junco  (Oreaonl 

1-28 

1  PV 

Colden 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

3;  7 

200;  200 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Roy;  Black 

it 

14 

10 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

it 

18 

11 

Depew 

Yoerg 

it 

21 

17 

Attica 

T&L  Somerville 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6 

1 

Porter 

Gralak,  Zebehazy,  Russell 

it 

7 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Black 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

3,4 

10,  12 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

ii 

3 

21 

Orchard  Park 

Morgante 

ii 

3 

2000 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Roy 

it 

12 

28 

Niagara 

Kundl 

it 

14 

15 

Shelby 

Morien 

it 

14 

50 

Marilla 

Holmes 

it 

17 

30 

Newstead 

Mitchell 

Baltimore  Oriole 

1-31 

1  PV 

Orchard  Park 

M&W  Zebehazy,  N&P  Vigyikan 

Purple  Finch 

1 

8 

Colden 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

it 

15 

8 

Ellery 

Berry 

it 

17 

9 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

ii 

19 

10 

Concord 

Castro 

u 

20 

8 

Attica 

T&L  Somerville 

Common  Redpoll 

23 

1 

Attica 

T&L  Somerville 

Pine  Siskin 

1-29 

5-39 

Attica 

T&L  Somerville 

ii 

1-29 

10-45 

Gaines 

Bemont 

it 

9,  17 

22,  31 

Whitesville 

Reichman 

Additional  species  identified  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  Mallard,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Wild  Turkey, 
Great  Blue  Heron,  Bald  Eagle,  Northern  Harrier,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring 
Gull,  Rock  Pigeon,  Mourning  Dove,  Eastern  Screech-Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  American  Kestrel,  Blue  Jay,  American 
Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Carolina  Wren, 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Eastern  Bluebird,  Northern  Mockingbird,  European  Starling,  Cedar  Waxwing,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Song 
Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow,  “Slate-colored”  Junco,  Northern  Cardinal,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow 
Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month:  133 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  201 6  133 

Mallard  x  Northern  Pintail  24_ 1_ Grand  Island_ Morgante,  Akios 
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Winter/Spring  Calendar  and  Announcements 


Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 


July  31:  Sunday.  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  Field  Trip.  Meet  at 
7am  at  the  corner  of  Vermont  St  and  Busti  in  Buffalo.  ***Proper 
identification  required  to  cross  the  border  into  Canada!  There  is 
an  entrance  fee  for  this  park.  Join  Doug  Happ  along  the  NE 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  seek  out  migrant  shorebirds.  Rock  Point 
has  treated  viewers  to  regionally  rare  species  like  Red  Knot, 
Western  Sandpiper  and  Willet  in  years  past.  Orchard  Orioles 
have  bred  in  this  park  and  may  still  be  present  during  the  July 
trip.  We  will  hopefully  cross  paths  with  migrant  warblers  as  well! 
After  Rock  Point,  we  will  continue  on  to  the  nearby  sod  farms  to 
search  for  'grasspipers'  that  prefer  this  different  habitat.  Last 
year,  a  Piping  Plover  graced  this  sod  farm.  Be  prepared  to  walk 
over  rocky,  exposed  lake  bed  when  at  Rock  Point  as  well  as  a 
staircase  down  to  the  shore.  Bring  drinks  and  a  lunch  as  there 
aren't  amenities  other  than  bathrooms  within  the  park.  Leader: 
Doug  Happ  (dhapp@msn.com) 

August  28:  Sunday.  Rock  Point  Provincial  Field  Trip.  Meet  at 
7am  at  the  corner  of  Vermont  St  and  Busti  in  Buffalo.  ***Proper 
identification  required  to  cross  the  border  into  Canada!  There  is 
an  entrance  fee  for  this  park.  Join  Doug  Happ  along  the  NE 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  seek  out  migrant  shorebirds.  Rock  Point 
has  treated  viewers  to  regionally  rare  species  like  Red  Knot, 
Western  Sandpiper  and  Willet  in  years  past.  Orchard  Orioles 
have  bred  in  this  park  and  may  still  be  present  during  the  July 
trip.  We  will  hopefully  cross  paths  with  migrant  warblers  as  well! 
After  Rock  Point,  we  will  continue  on  to  the  nearby  sod  farms  to 
search  for  'grasspipers'  that  prefer  this  different  habitat.  Last 
year,  a  Piping  Plover  graced  this  sod  farm.  Be  prepared  to  walk 
over  rocky,  exposed 
lake  bed  when  at  Rock 
Point  as  well  as  a 
staircase  down  to  the 
shore.  Bring  drinks  and 
a  lunch  as  there  aren't 
amenities  other  than 
bathrooms  within  the 
park.  Leader:  Doug 
Happ 

(dhapp@msn.com) 


(Top)  Rough-legged  Hawk  photographed  by 
Willie  D’Anna  at  Town  of  Yates,  Orleans 
County,  on  January  24th,  (Middle)  Pine 
Warbler  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Goat  Island  on  January  27th,  and  (Bottom)  a 
Black  Vulture  and  Turkey  Vulture 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  in  Niagara 
County  on  January  15th 
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THE  MONTH:  February 

Joe  Mitchell 


February  ended  a  winter  season  in  which 
December,  January,  and  February  featured  above 
normal  temperatures.  The  average  temperature  of  29.7 
°F  was  3.4  degrees  above  normal  and  a  stark  change 
from  the  record  cold  February  of  2015.  Despite  the 
overall  warmth,  a  stretch  of  eight  days  with  below 
normal  temperatures  brought  with  them  a  chilling  -12 
reading  on  the  morning  of  the  14th;  this  was  the  coldest 
reading  in  Buffalo  since  January  17,  1982  (-16). 

February  snowfall  totaled  20.5  inches,  3  inches 
above  normal,  and  a  single  day  February  snowfall 
record  was  set  when  8.9  inches  accumulated  on  the 
16th.  Overall  the  three  month  winter  season  finished 
31.7  inches  of  snowfall  below  normal  and  matched  the 
3rd  warmest  winter  season  on  record  (32.9  °F). 

The  combination  of  warmth  and  precipitation 
contributed  to  water  temperatures  in  Lake  Erie 
fluctuating  between  33  and  37  °F.  Though  near-shore 
ice  was  present,  the  center  of  the  lake  remained  largely 
unfrozen  throughout  the  month. 

Topping  the  list  of  noteworthy  records  for  the 
month  is  a  sighting  from  the  Cattaraugus  County  town 
of  Randolph  where  Sherwood  observed  and 
photographed  an  astounding  flock  of  29  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  flying  over  the  Conewango  Swamp 
WMA  on  the  1 8th.  Though  rare  during  the  winter 
months,  reports  of  the  species  are  not  unheard  of. 
However,  even  during  the  spring  and  fall  when  they  can 
be  expected,  sightings  are  nearly  always  represented 
by  flocks  numbering  less  than  10.  This  observation 
represents  not  only  a  high  count  for  the  species  in  the 
BOS  Study  Area  (the  previous  high  was  18  in 
Gainsborough,  Ont.  in  1 982)  but  a  high  count  for  the 
state  of  New  York!  Other  reports  of  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  during  the  month  included  four  on  nearly 
successive  days  (26th-29th)  in  Niagara  Falls,  Fort  Erie, 
Ont.,  and  Dunkirk  Harbor. 

In  truly  bizarre  fashion,  a  Dunlin  was  observed  on 
17  The  Month  the  6th  by  Hayes 

Joe  Mitchell  Forest  Lawn 

19  Noteworthy  Records  Cemetery 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians  walking  in  the 
22  Calendar  grass  along  the 


edge  of  one  of  the  roads.  This  is  the  ninth  record  of  the 
species  in  the  month  of  February,  but  the  first  at  an 
inland  site  not  associated  with  a  major  body  of  water. 


Snow  Geese  reports  this  month  continue  a  recent 
trend  of  increasingly  large  flocks  being  seen  in  the 
region  with  sightings  of  2000  at  Point  Breeze  by 
Landau  and  Wojewodzki  on  the  6th  and  1500  in 
Lyndonville  by  Ewald  on  the  7th.  Prior  to  2012,  only  one 
record  of  over  1000  Snow  Geese  existed  in  the  BOS 
Records  (1400  in  2004)  with  one  additional  year  (1993) 
seeing  flocks  numbering  more  than  500.  Since  2012, 
when  a  high  count  of  5650  was  recorded  in  Yates,  each 
successive  year  has  included  at  least  one  observation 


(Top)  Dunlin  photographed  by  Alan  Hayes  at  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  on  February  1st  and  (Bottom)  Long-tailed  Ducks 
photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Olcott  Beach,  Niagara 
County  on  February  25th. 


of  a  flock 
numbering  more 
than  1500  within 
the  BOS  Study 
Area. 

Additional 
waterfowl  reports 
for  the  month 
include  3  Harlequin 
Ducks  observed  at 
Goat  Island  by  A. 
Guthrie  et  al  on  the 
6th,  two  reports  of 
Black  Scoters  on 
Lake  Ontario,  the 
long  returning 
Barrow’s 

Goldeneye  that  was 
sighted  again  at 
Point  Breeze,  and 
multiple  Ruddy 
Ducks  at  three 
locations  in 
Chautauqua 
County. 

Following  reports 
in  January, 
Sanden’s  single 
Turkey  Vulture  in 
Silver  Creek  on  the 
7th  was  one  of  a 
handful  of  earlier 
than  usual  first 
sightings  of  this 
species  that 
puzzled  many 
observers  in  the 
region,  and  no  doubt  reflects  the  mild  winter  allowing 
more  individuals  of  some  species  to  winter  farther  north 
and  get  an  early  jump  on  migration.  Two  Golden  Eagles 
seen  in  the  Allegany  County  town  of  Willing  by  Casey 
and  Gregory  on  the  22nd  are  a  reminder  of  this  species 
potential  to  winter  in  the  higher  elevations  of  the 
Southern  Tier.  A  single  Wilson’s  Snipe  was  sighted  by 
Reed  on  the  15th  in  the  town  of  Hinsdale.  This  is  the 
eighth  February  record  for  the  species  with  most 
observations  occurring  in  neighboring  Chautauqua 
County. 

The  month’s  songbird  highlights  included  continued 
sightings  of  the  Baltimore  Oriole  that  spent  the  winter  at 
the  Zebehazy’s  Orchard  Park  feeder.  The  “Oregon” 
Dark-eyed  Junco  that  has  become  a  fixture  in  the 
Landau’s  Colden  area  yard  was  present  throughout  the 
month.  As  many  as  11  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  attracted 
to  seed  left  at  a  Buckhorn  Island  SP  trailhead  and 
provided  good  looks  to  many  observers  during  the  last 
week  of  the  month.  A  Pine  Warbler  spent  three  days  in 
Arcade  where  it  was  observed  and  reported  by  Morgan 
from  the  1 2th-1 5th.  Blackbirds  began  moving  toward  the 
end  of  the  month  with  110  Red-winged  Blackbirds  seen 
by  VerHague  in  Sheridan  and  40  Common  Grackles 
observed  by  Humann  at  the  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch, 
both  sightings  occurring  on  the  28th.  Pine  Siskins  were 
welcomed  to  many  area  feeders  this  month  and  almost 
always  showed  up  in  double  digit  numbers,  highlighted 
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by  a  count  of  54  made  by  Bemont  on  the  11th  in  Gaines. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Jim  Pawlicki  for  his  comments 
and  suggestions. 

Literature  cited: 

DiTommaso,  D.,  Suggs,  D.,  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records 
Database.  1964-2013 

Buffalo  National  Weather  Service:  http://www.wbuf.noaa.gov/ 


(Top)  American  Kestrel  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Dunkirk  Airport  on  February  3rd,  (Middle)  Bald  Eagle 
photographed  by  Charlie  Horton  at  Lake  Ontario  in  Wilson 
on  February  12th  and  (Bottom)  Eastern  Screech-Owl 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Fort  Niagara  on  February 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@Qmail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

Februarv 

Number 

Location 

Observers! 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

18F 

29 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Sherwood 

u 

26 

4 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Woods 

u 

27 

4 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Goodridge,  Jacklin 

(( 

29 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Snow  Goose 

14;  20;  21 

14;  10;  14 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Goetz;  Holmes 

It 

2;  8 

120;  125 

Shelby 

Morien 

u 

3 

35 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Rybczynski 

11 

6 

2000 

Point  Breeze 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

11 

6 

592 

Gaines 

Bemont 

It 

6 

16 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

(( 

7 

132 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

II 

7 

1500 

Lyndonville 

Ewald 

Cackling  Goose 

7 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

u 

8 

2 

Silver  Creek 

VerHague 

u 

29 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

38 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

u 

2;  7 

254;  215 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Mark;  D'Anna,  Potter 

it 

14,  25 

130,  141 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Gadwall 

6 

75 

Goat  Island 

A.  Guthrie,  Morse 

American  Wigeon 

21 

5 

Celeron 

Van  strom 

u 

27 

9 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

American  Black  Duck 

2 

20 

Lewiston 

D'Anna 

it 

27 

10 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Kerr 

Northern  Shoveler 

9 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Younkin 

Northern  Pintail 

23 

5 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Sharon 

it 

27;  28 

20;  32 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Kerr;  Cooney 

it 

27 

3 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Issler 

it 

28 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

ii 

29 

2 

Cuba  Lake 

Casey,  Gregory 

Canvasback 

4 

900 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Walters 

it 

5,  20 

2600,  1385 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

it 

7 

10000 

Niagara  Falls 

D&D  Suggs 

Redhead 

7;  10 

1320;  600 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Humann;  Walters 

it 

15 

190 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

it 

21;  22 

110;  95 

Celeron 

Vanstrom;  Berry,  Sundell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

7;  27 

35;  26 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Thomas;  Humann 

it 

28 

15 

Celeron 

Berry 

Greater  Scaup 

7,  27 

350,  380 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

it 

7 

540 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Humann 

Lesser  Scaup 

7 

20 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Thomas 

it 

7 

36 

Tonawanda 

D&D  Suggs 

a 

21 

10 

Tonawanda 

Humann 

it 

28 

10 

Celeron 

Berry 

Harlequin  Duck 

6 

3 

Goat  Island 

A.  Guthrie  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

21,  23 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

it 

26,  29 

1 

Olcott 

D'Anna 
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Species 

White-winged  Scoter 

k 

u 

Black  Scoter 

u 

Long-tailed  Duck 

<( 

Bufflehead 

it 

Common  Goldeneye 


Barrow’s  Goldeneye 

Hooded  Merganser 


Common  Merganser 

u 

Ruddy  Duck 


*  Ruffed  Grouse 
Wild  Turkey 
Red-throated  Loon 
Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Red-necked  Grebe 
Double-crest.  Cormorant 

ll 

Black  Vulture 
Turkey  Vulture 


Bald  Eagle 

u 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 


Rough-legged  Hawk 

u 

u 

u 

ll 

ll 

u 

*  Golden  Eagle 
American  Coot 
Killdeer 

u 

*  Dunlin 
Wilson’s  Snipe 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 

u 

Little  Gull 

u 

Iceland  Gull 

u 

u 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

u 

Glaucous  Gull 

m 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 


Februarv 

Number 

10 

120 

26 

45 

27 

5 

6 

2 

25;  29 

1 

6 

150 

6 

125 

6 

95 

7 

100 

7 

250 

6,  21 

185,  245 

14 

190 

14,  26 

1  PV 

7;  8 

30;  20 

21 

19 

21 

11 

21 

114 

21 

155 

3 

4 

2 

2 

22 

7 

19 

1 

15 

42 

21 

3 

1 

1 

1 

29 

21 

6 

7 

6 

7 

26 

5;  6;  7 

6;  6;  9  PV 

7 

1 

23;  27 

10;  12 

27 

1 

28 

16 

28 

3 

29 

4 

18 

2 

20 

2 

28 

2 

6 

1 

11;  21 

1 

14;  18 

1 

15 

1 

18 

1 

19;  20 

1 

29 

1 

22 

2 

7;  8 

35;  26 

21F 

2 

28 

1 

6 

1 

15 

1 

2;  6 

900;  1632 

6 

400 

6 

2 

6 

5 

4 

8 

6 

4 

8 

18 

2;  6 

9;  16 

28 

2 

6 

2 

9 

4 

3 

104 

Location 

Fort  Niagara  SP 
Point  Breeze 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Olcott 
Lewiston 
Point  Breeze 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Point  Breeze 
Point  Breeze 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Tonawanda 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Tonawanda 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Celeron 
Yates 
Arcade 
Wilson 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Wilson 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Tonawanda 
Lewiston 
Silver  Creek 
Fredonia 
Colden 

Joseph  Davis  SP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Cuba  Lake 
Aurora 
Bemus  Point 
Canadaway  Creek  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Grand  Island 
Dayton 

Jamestown  Airport 
Shelby 

Independence 
Conewango  Swamp  WMA 
Willing 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Stannards 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Hinsdale 

Lewiston 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Lewiston 

Goat  Island 

Devils  Hole  SP 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Goat  Island 

Batavia  WWTP 

Goat  Island 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Dunkirk  Harbor 


Observer(s) 

Ryan,  Gall 

Lawrence 

Kerr 

Gyllenhaal 
Weber;  D'Anna 
A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
Gyllenhaal 
Humann 
Thomas 
Thomas 
Humann 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

Lawrence 

Issler;  VerHague 

Hess 

Humann 

Humann 

Humann 

Barth 

VerHague 

Berry,  Sundell 

Galas,  Hacker,  Rising 

Morgan 

D'Anna 

Humann 

Humann 

D'Anna 

Humann 

D&D  Suggs 

Powell;  Morse;  Lawrence  et  al 
Sanden 

VerHague;  Goetz 

J&K  Landau,  Wojewodzki 

Walters 

Cooney 

Casey,  Gregory 

Barth 

Fedak 

VerHague 

Morien 

Johnston  et  al;  Landau  et  al 
VerHague,  Barth 
VerHague  et  al 
Morien 

Reichman,  Casey,  Gregory 
Shiperd 

Casey,  Gregory 

Issler;  VerHague 

Casey,  Gregory 

VerHague 

Hayes 

Reed 

D'Anna;  A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
Kundl 

A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
Kundl 

D'Anna;  A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
Nichols,  Giambrone 
A.  Guthrie,  Morse 
D'Anna,  Kundl 
VerHague 
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Species 

Snowy  Owl 

M 

Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 

tt 

u 

u 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Merlin 

ii 

it 

it 

it 

ii 

Peregrine  Falcon 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

it 

ii 

Northern  Shrike 

it 

it 

Fish  Crow 
Common  Raven 

ii 

ii 

Horned  Lark 

it 

Hermit  Thrush 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Lapland  Longspur 

ii 

Snow  Bunting 

ii 

ci 

a 

it 

Pine  Warbler 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

ii 

Eastern  Towhee 
White-throated  Sparrow 

ii 

it 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

it 

ii 

Dark-eved  Junco  (Oregon) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

it 

it 

ii 

Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
Brown-headed  Cowbird 
Baltimore  Oriole 
Purple  Finch 

it 

ii 

ii 

Common  Redpoll 


February  Number 

3  1 


22;  23 

1 

21 

1 

14 

1 

19;  20 

1 

21 

2 

27 

1 

8 

1 

14 

1 

4;  7 

1 

5;  18 

1 

7 

1 

18 

1 

25 

1 

29 

1 

4,  29 

1 

6 

1 

7 

1 

19 

1 

21;  26 

1 

21 

1 

28 

1 

4;  6 

1 

20 

1 

21 

1 

6 

3 

7 

1 

12 

2 

22 

1 

14 

60 

19 

127 

14 

1 

26 

152 

14 

10 

17 

2 

1 

150 

10 

60 

12 

115 

17 

110 

18 

60 

12-15 

1 

4 

1 

1-29 

1 

13 

1 

12 

15 

12 

5 

16 

6 

5,7 

3 

18 

4 

18 

6 

1-29 

1  PV 

2 

5 

8 

5 

28 

110 

28 

25 

20F-27 

7-11 

28F 

40 

2 

175 

12-14 

1  PV 

3-29 

10 

9 

3 

15 

3 

15 

11 

13,  15,  19 

1 

Location 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Oakfield 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Shelby 

Royalton 

Lincoln,  Ont. 

Porter 

Point  Gratiot 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Sheridan 

Barre 

Wilson 

Lancaster 

East  Aurora 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Lewiston 

Times  Beach 

Fredonia 

Buffalo 

Amherst 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Yates 

Bemus  Point 
Iroquois  NWR 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Alabama 
Tonawanda 
Shelby 
Yates 
Alabama 
Golden  Hill  SP 
West  Falls 
Yates 

Dunkirk  Airport 
Willing 
Pomfret 
Dunkirk  Airport 
Elba 

Villenova 

Arcade 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Youngstown 

Lockport 

Lockport 

Shelby 

Alden 

Sheridan 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Bethany 

Colden 

Porter 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 
Sheridan 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Porter 

Orchard  Park 
Colden 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Arcade 

Pomfret 

Shelby 


Observer(s) 

Yerkovich  et  al 

Marino  et  al;  Potter,  D’Anna 

J&K  Landau  et  al 

Mrozek 

Ibsen;  Walters 

Shields,  Hughes,  Hadler 

Thomas 

VerHague 

Sorgenfrei 

Walters;  Seidman 

VerHague 

Morien,  Barth 

D'Anna 

Holmes 

Barth 

Humann 

Moura,  Lees 

Wa I  raven 

VerHague 

Harbison;  Rybczynski 

Salembier 

Humann 

A.  Guthrie;  Mark 

Fedak 

Johnson 

Vandermeulen,  Riley,  Szmyr 

Lawrence  et  al 

M&S  Galas 

Morien 

D'Anna 

Morien 

D'Anna 

J&K  Landau 

D'Anna 

VerHague 

Morris 

Mosher 

VerHague 

Beattie 

Walters 

Morgan 

Humann 

Landon 

Bohlman 

Bohlman 

Morien 

Mitchell 

VerHague 

Goetz 

Beattie 

J&K  Landau 

D'Anna 

Salembier 

VerHague 

Humann 

Humann 

Humann 

D'Anna 

Zebehazy 

J&K  Landau 

Kerr 

Morgan 

Mosher 

Morien 
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Species 

February 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Pine  Siskin 

7,  13,  29 

18,  13,  14 

Whitesville 

Reichman 

u 

11,  19 

54,  35 

Gaines 

Bemont 

(t 

12-29 

12 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

u 

16,  21,  25 

21,  48,  20 

Wellsville 

Casey,  Gregory 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016:  133 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month:  6 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016:  139 

Winter/Spring  Calendar  and  Announcements 


Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 
Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 
Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 
July  31:  Sunday.  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  Field  Trip.  Meet  at 
7am  at  the  corner  of  Vermont  St  and  Busti  in  Buffalo.  ***Proper 
identification  required  to  cross  the  border  into  Canada!  There  is 
an  entrance  fee  for  this  park.  Bring  drinks  and  a  lunch  as  there 
aren’t  amenities  other  than  bathrooms  within  the  park.  Leader: 
Doug  Happ  (dhapp@msn.com) 

August  28:  Sunday.  Rock  Point  Provincial  Field  Trip.  Meet  at 
7am  at  the  corner  of  Vermont  St  and  Busti  in  Buffalo.  ***Proper 
identification  required  to  cross  the  border  into  Canada!  There  is 
an  entrance  fee  for  this  park.  Bring  drinks  and  a  lunch  as  there 
aren't  amenities  other  than  bathrooms  within  the  park.  Leader: 
Doug  Happ  (dhapp@msn.CQm) 


(Left)  Merlin  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Lakeside  Park,  Port  Dalhousie,  St.  Catharines,  Ontario  on  February  22nd  and  (Above) 
Surf  Scoter  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Olcott  Beach,  Niagara  County  on  February  26th. 


22 


The  Prothonotary 

mfl/W  * 

gq  I 

ni  Buffalo 

V-S-2 

?*■;  )rnithological 

oOCIETY 

Volume  82,  No.  4  April  2016 


THE  MONTH:  March 

Tim  Baird 


March  2016  continued  the  year's  trend  of  mild 
winter  weather  and  was  a  reversal  of  conditions 
occurring  in  March  of  2015.  Lake  Erie  exemplified  the 
differences  in  the  two  year's  as  it  remained  ice  free  this 
year  while  it  was  locked  in  ice  in  201 5.  This  was 
Buffalo's  tenth  warmest  March  of  all  time  surpassing 
the  normal  mean  (34°F)  by  5.9  degrees.  Precipitation 
was  about  normal  predominated  by  rain.  Total  snowfall 
was  12  inches  below  normal.  A  cold  spell  during  the 
first  week  accounted  for  the  meager  0.9  inch  snow  total 
for  March  2016.  The  fabled  winds  of  March  were 
generally  lacking  until  the  last  week  when  some  gusty 
storms  passed  through. 

D'Anna's  report  of  3200  Snow  Geese  at  Yates  on 
the  9th  exemplifies  the  robust  population  increase  in 
this  species  since  the  1970's  that  is  having  a  negative 
impact  on  their  tundra  nesting  habitat  as  well  as  some 
of  their  wintering  grounds.  For  those  of  us  in  the  interior 
western  southern  tier,  Snow  Geese  are  still  an 
uncommon  sight,  spring  or  fall.  In  contrast,  Tundra 
Swans  are  a  common  spring  sight  flying  over  interior 
Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  Counties  including 
regular  rest  stops.  There  is  no  shortage  of  Canada 
Geese  in  the  southern  tier.  Still  they  do  not  come 
anywhere  near  the  numbers  that  Beattie  and  Morien 
have  reported  for  Genesee  County  this  month. 

March  is  a  waterfowl  month.  A  few  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  sighted  including  Flardenburg's  account 
on  March  3rd  at  Dunkirk  of  10  American  Wigeon  along 
with  "1  male  Eurasion,  with  its  reddish  head,  pinkish 
breast  and  buffy-yellowish  crown  stripe."  Redheads 
made  a  good  showing  at  Chautauqua  Lake  including 
1350  on  the  25th  (Ferraro,  and  Goldberg).  The  gravel 
ponds  near  Dayton  in  northern  Cattaraugus  County 
also  attracted  a  significant  Redhead  presence  with  300 
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The  Month 

reported  by 

Tim  Baird 

VerHague  on  the 

25 

Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip 

30th.  A  raft  of 

Willie  D’Anna 

400  Gadwall 

26 

Noteworthy  Records 

resting  on 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians 

Chautauqua 

30 

BOS  NWR  Database 

Lake  observed 

David  F.  Suggs 

by  Ferraro  on  the 

30 

Calendar 

25th  is  a  notable 

concentration. 


The  1840  Northern  Pintails  in  Elba  on  the  9th  (Beattie), 
and  1600  Common  Mergansers  at  Grand  Island  on  the 
8th  (Eimiller)  add  support  that  March  is  a  great  time  to 
see  the  waterfowl  migration. 

Black  Vultures  are  apparently  settling  into  the 
region  as  they  are  now  reported  with  regularity.  This  is 
Landau's  description  of  a  Black  Vulture  observed  at  the 
Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  on  March  17th;  "It  was  traveling 
within  a  flight  of  Turkey  Vultures,  offering  a  nice 
contrasting  look.  It  stood  out  noticeably  from  the  TV's 
due  to  the  short  tail,  overall  compact  look  (what  I  might 


(Top)  Purple  Finch  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard 
Park  on  March  24th  and  (Bottom)  Eurasian  and  American 
Wigeons  photographed  by  Harbison  at  Tonawanda  WMA  on 
March  8th 


describe  as  neat  or 
"trim"),  and  the  pale 
primaries  which 
give  them  a  two- 
toned  look.  In  a 
group  passing 
overhead,  it  really 
stood  out,  making 
the  TV's  look  rather 
raggedy  and 
"lanky."  Turkey 
Vultures  once  again 
are  an  abundant 
March  migrant 
through  the 
Hamburg  Hawk 
Watch  as  illustrated 
by  over  two 
thousand  on  March 
16th  (Landau).  Bald 
Eagles  are  well 
established  as  a 
nesting  species  in 
western  New  York 
and  regularly  seen. 
The  only  report  of  a 
Golden  Eagle 
comes  from  D'Anna 
on  the  7th  at  Oak 
Orchard  WMA. 
Sandhill  Cranes, 
somewhat  in  the 
manner  of  Black 
Vultures,  show  an 
increasing  spring 
presence  in  the 
BOS.  Study  Area 
near  the  Great 
Lakes  and  areas  of  extensive  wetlands. 

Avery  early  Common  Tern  was  seen,  verified  and 
photographed  by  D'Anna  at  the  pier  in  Wilson  on  the 
13th.  This  tern  easily  beat  the  early  date  of  April  4th 
published  in  the  B.O.S.  Verification  Date  Guide.  D'Anna 
speculated  in  his  report  that  it  was  an  adult  in  alternate 
plumage.  Likely  the  early  presence  of  this  tern  was  a 
reflection  of  warmer  that  normal  weather  this  month. 
Yoerg  was  happy  to  find  5  Iceland  Gulls  at  Sir  Adam 
Beck  Power  Plant  on  the  6th.  His  quote; "  -  finally  an 
Iceland  Gull  for  2016.  Have  seen  enough  Glaucous 
which  are  usually  harder  to  find."  Yoerg  also  had  a 
good  gull  day  on  the  28th  with  4  Little  Gulls  at  Unity 
Island. 

It  is  hard  not  to  marvel  at  the  change  in  behavior  of 
the  Merlin.  Once,  only  a  migrant  here,  this  falcon  has 
established  a  regular  nesting  presence  in  the  study 
area  through  the  last  decade.  A  fact  illustrated  by 
Simmons'  account  of  a  Merlin  in  Lakewood  that  was 
exhibiting  nesting  behavior;  "On  March  7th,  a  Merlin 
performed  a  flutter-flight  while  uttering  its  “key-key-key- 
key”  vocalization,  before  settling  into  a  neighbor’s  pine 
tree  and  adding  a  few  “pic”  calls."  Like  the  Peregrine 
Falcon  and  other  raptors,  Merlins  have  undoubtedly 
benefited  from  the  change  in  pesticide  usage  since  the 
middle  of  the  Twentieth  Century.  Unlike  the  Peregrine 
Falcon,  Merlins  have  made  their  increasing  presence 


without  the  direct  intervention  of  humans. 

The  increasing  observations  of  Fish  Crows  indicate 
an  expansion  of  their  range  northward  Fort  Erie  and  St. 
Catherines,  Ontario  had  March  Fish  Crow  reports  from 
Frid  and  Thorton,  respectively.  A  single  Yellow-rumped 
Warbler  reported  by  Humann  at  Buckhorn  Island  S.P 
was  the  only  listed  warbler  this  month.  This  indicates  a 
wintering  presence  as  Humann  has  observations  at 
Buckhorn  Island  S.P.  since  December.  A  hardy  warbler, 
the  yellow-rumped  certainly  benefited  from  this  winter's 
mild  weather.  The  Oregon  type  Dark-eyed  Junco 
remained  throughout  the  month  at  the  Landau  feeder  in 
Colden.  Our  mild  winter  stimulated  the  blackbirds  to 
return  early.  Beattie's  estimate  of  3000  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  in  Bethany  on  March  8  is  an  impressive 
sighting  as  was  Morien's  1350  at  Iroquois  NWR  on 
March  10th.  Similarly,  300  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  on 
the  5th  at  Oakfield  reported  by  Lawrence  is  a  significant 
aggregation. 

March  2016  roared  the  first  week,  but  settled  in  as 
a  lamb  for  most  of  the  month.  It  is  nice  to  see  so  many 
dedicated  birders  submitting  records  for  the  B  O  S.  data 
base.  Their  records  show  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  is  rich 
in  bird  life. 


(Top)  Common  Tern  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  the 
pier  in  Wilson  on  March  13th  and  (Bottom)  Northern  Harrier 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on  Marth  24th. 
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Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  -  2016 

Willie  D’Anna 

Today  (March  26),  I  led  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  Lake  Ontario  Plain  field  trip  to  eastern  Niagara 
and  western  Orleans  Counties.  This  trip  hits  several 
spots  near  Lake  Ontario,  many  along  rural  roads.  The 
day  was  mostly  sunny  but  a  northeast  breeze  off  of 
Lake  Ontario  kept  us  quite  cool  when  we  were 
anywhere  near  the  lake.  Twenty-one  attendees  tallied 
at  least  60  species.  Highlights  were  four  SANDHILL 
CRANES,  an  immature  male  KING  EIDER,  and  a  great 
hawk  flight. 

One  of  our  first  stops  was  at  our  usual  Meadowlark 
spot,  on  Hosmer  Road,  just  south  of  Townline  Road. 
This  was  where  Rachel  Wilson  found  Sandhill  Cranes 
and  a  Snowy  Owl  on  Thursday.  These  birds  were  not 
where  Rachel  had  found  them  on  the  west  side  of 
Hosmer  Road  but  Garner  Light  found  four  SANDHILL 
CRANES  in  a  field  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  What  a 
great  start  to  the  trip!  There  were  also  25  TUNDRA 
SWANS,  20  GREEN-WINGED  TEAL,  and  a  handful  of 
NORTHERN  PINTAIL  here.  And  yes,  many  saw  their 
first  EASTERN  MEADOWLARK  of  the  season  when 
Betsy  found  two  here. 

Just  getting  to  the  lake  at  Hartland  and  Lower  Lake 
Roads,  we  spotted  some  EASTERN  BLUEBIRDS. 

While  everyone  was  trying  to  see  them,  hawks  were 
spotted,  including  NORTHERN  HARRIER,  AMERICAN 
KESTREL  (one  of  over  a  dozen  on  the  day),  a  ROUGH¬ 
LEGGED  HAWK  seen  only  by  Joe  Mitchell,  and  a  kettle 
of  TURKEY  VULTURES.  By  the  time  we  finally  made  it 
to  Barker  Bicentennial  Park,  it  was  well  after  9:00  and  it 
seemed  like  there  were  not  a  lot  of  birds  flying  over  the 
lake.  Closer  scrutiny,  however,  revealed  a  modest  flight 
of  RED-THROATED  LOONS,  extremely  distant.  On  the 
water  were  135  RED-NECKED  GREBES,  a  handful  of 
HORNED  GREBES,  and  a  male  SURF  SCOTER. 
Unfortunately,  I  only  got  a  few  people  on  the  scoter 
before  we  lost  it  after  it  dove.  It  was  probably  over  ten 
minutes  later,  when  trying  to  refind  the  scoter,  I  came 
across  two  WHITE-WINGED  SCOTERS,  and  another 
duck  with  orange  on  its  bill.  I  was  hopeful  it  was  the 
scoter  again  but  it  didn’t  look  right.  It  was  far  out  but 
eventually  it  lifted  its  head  up  higher  and  I  had  a  good 
view  of  an  immature  male  KING  EIDER!  With  some 
effort,  everyone  on  the  trip  who  wanted  to  was  able  to 
get  a  look  at  this  bird.  The  field  trip  was  declared  a 
success  already  but  only  being  10:00,  we  had  a  lot 
more  time  to  look  around.  Just  as  we  were  about  to 
leave  the  park,  a  MERLIN  flew  by,  spotted  by  Mitch  or 
Garner  Light. 

At  Lower  Lake  Road  and  Burgess  Roads,  the  large 
puddle  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  had  only  geese  but 
one  of  them  was  a  CACKLING  GOOSE,  found  by  the 
person  with  79  years  of  birding  experience,  Gerry 
Rising.  There  have  been  so  few  geese  lately,  due  to 
their  impressively  early  migration  this  year,  that  I 
thought  we  would  not  get  this  species.  We  actually 
wound  up  getting  two  more  on  Johnson  Creek  Road 
near  Seaman  Road.  From  Lower  Lake  Road,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  notice  the  impressive  hawk  flight  that 
was  developing.  We  moved  to  a  safer  place  on  Burgess 
Road,  where  we  watched  in  awe  as  hundreds  of 


TURKEY  VULTURES,  with  RED-TAILED  HAWKS, 
RED-SHOULDERED  HAWKS,  NORTHERN 
HARRIERS,  COOPER’S  HAWKS,  and  AMERICAN 
KESTRELS  glided  by.  After  a  while,  with  the  coffee  that 
many  of  us  had  earlier,  urging  us  on,  we  made  our  way 
to  the  restroom  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park.  Here  we  had 
great  views  of  gorgeous  breeding  plumaged  RED¬ 
NECKED  GREBES,  much  closer  than  the  birds  seen 
earlier  in  the  morning.  A  BONAPARTE’S  GULL  here 
was  one  of  two  on  the  day. 

Behind  schedule,  at  12:30,  we  finally  made  it  inland 
to  Johnson  Creek  Road  and  Townline  Road, 
affectionately  known  as  “my  favorite  field”.  Here  we 
looked  over  the  impressive  puddle  but  were 
unimpressed  by  the  variety  of  birds  -  only  Ring-billed 
Gulls  plus  a  lone  Bonaparte’s  Gull  and  a  pair  of 
NORTHERN  PINTAIL  in  flight.  Later  in  the  afternoon, 
viewing  this  field  from  Townline  Road,  found  many 
more  Pintail,  several  GREEN-WINGED  TEAL,  and  two 
AMERICAN  BLACK  DUCKS.  On  Countyline  Road,  a 
NORTHERN  PINTAIL  and  two  AMERICAN  WIGEON 
were  at  the  flooded  pond  near  Yates  Center  Road. 

Back  up  near  the  lake,  we  found  that  the  northeast 
breeze  had  freshened  but  there  were  still  lots  of 
TURKEY  VULTURES  on  the  move,  as  well  as  a  group 
of  20  or  so  in  a  field,  waiting  their  turn  at  some  delicious 
dead  thing.  We  also  started  seeing  several  AMERICAN 
KESTRELS  and  watched  a  male  land  on  a  pole  with  its 
mouse  meal,  only  to  have  it  stolen  by  an  aggressive 
female.  We  tried  for  Rough-legged  Hawk  at  a  grassy 
field  but  had  to  settle  for  a  few  NORTHERN 
HARRIERS  and  RED-TAILED  HAWKS.  Back  inland  to 
our  last  official  stop  at  the  Lyndonville  pond,  the  group 
found  a  pair  of  HOODED  MERGANSERS,  a  PIED¬ 
BILLED  GREBE,  and  a  BLUE-WINGED  TEAL. 

Other  birds  of  note  seen  today  were  WOOD  DUCK, 
RING-NECKED  DUCK,  COMMON  LOON,  GREAT 
BLUE  HERON,  BALD  EAGLE,  SHARP-SHINNED 
HAWKS,  and  a  PILEATED  WOODPECKER.  It  was  a 
great  birding  day  and  an  excellent  and  fun  group. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

March 

Number 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

4 

1 

u 

4 

5 

u 

6 

3 

u 

8 

2 

(( 

8 

4 

u 

12 

2 

Snow  Goose 

7,9 

1000,  3200 

(t 

7;  10 

6;  5 

u 

9 

12 

u 

11 

65 

Cackling  Goose 

7 

4 

u 

7;  8;  8 

2;  3;  20 

t( 

21 

4 

(( 

26 

3 

Canada  Goose 

3 

25000 

u 

10 

17250 

Trumpeter  Swan 

31 

2 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

406 

u 

9 

825 

(( 

10 

381 

Wood  Duck 

7F 

1 

u 

7F 

2 

u 

7F 

3 

u 

7F 

3 

Gadwall 

25 

400 

u 

29 

125 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

3 

1 

u 

8;  26 

i;  i 

u 

19 

i 

American  Wigeon 

19;  29 

100;  380 

u 

25 

275 

(t 

29 

407 

American  Black  Duck 

18 

24 

Blue-winged  Teal 

10F 

2 

it 

29 

11 

Northern  Shoveler 

19 

48 

u 

24 

22 

u 

27 

27 

u 

31 

71 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

75 

u 

5 

212 

11 

9 

1850 

u 

30 

500 

Green-winged  Teal 

2 

1 

it 

9 

60 

u 

27 

65 

Canvasback 

3 

58 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Dunkirk 

VerHague 

Medina 

Bemont 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

Porter 

Sharon 

Lincoln,  Ont. 

Jacklin 

Yates 

D'Anna 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna;  Morien 

Amherst 

Meier 

Orangeville 

T&L  Somerville 

Yates 

D'Anna 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna;  Morien;  Yoerg 

Newstead 

Mitchell 

Hartland 

D'Anna,  Morien 

Oakfield 

Beattie 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Elba 

Beattie 

Celoron 

Berry 

Elba 

Beattie 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Pomfret 

Harbison 

Dunkirk 

VerHague 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Sharon 

Ellicott 

Ferraro,  Goldberg 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Beattie,  Dart 

Dunkirk 

Hardenburg 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg,  Harbison;  Wojewodzki 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D'Anna 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morse;  Beattie 

Ellicott 

Ferraro,  Goldberg 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Beattie 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnston 

Alexander 

Beattie,  Dart 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Shipherd 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D'Anna 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Shipherd 

Elba 

Beattie 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Iroquois  NWR 

Lawrence 

Elba 

Beattie 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Beattie 

Celoron 

Berry 

Elba 

Beattie 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wal  raven 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 
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March 


Number 


Species 


II 

6 

100 

II 

11 

8 

Redhead 

2;  25 

170;  1350 

ii 

26 

87 

it 

30 

300 

Ring-necked  Duck 

10,  22 

372,  881 

ii 

14 

75 

ii 

26 

442 

ii 

26 

154 

Greater  Scaup 

6 

300 

ii 

11 

8 

Lesser  Scaup 

25 

1300 

ii 

26 

88 

King  Eider 

26 

1 

Harlequin  Duck 

12 

1 

Surf  Scoter 

3 

1 

ii 

4 

1 

ii 

22 

12 

ii 

26 

1 

White-winged  Scoter 

6 

42 

ii 

11 

30 

it 

22 

159 

Black  Scoter 

6 

1 

Long-tailed  Duck 

6 

295 

it 

11 

405 

ii 

22 

419 

Bufflehead 

11 

162 

it 

26 

185 

Common  Goldeneye 

11 

400 

it 

11 

636 

it 

11 

1249 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

30 

it 

26 

47 

Common  Merganser 

8 

500 

ii 

8 

1600 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

27 

275 

Ruddy  Duck 

14 

16 

it 

19 

20 

it 

24 

8 

it 

25 

20 

ii 

26 

248 

Red-throated  Loon 

6 

3 

it 

22 

274 

Common  Loon 

21F 

2 

it 

22 

1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

4F 

1 

Horned  Grebe 

23 

67 

ii 

25 

108 

Red-necked  Grebe 

6 

8 

ii 

9;  26 

2;  135 

ii 

15 

1 

ii 

22 

32 

Great  Egret 

24F 

1 

it 

27 

14 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

16F 

4 

Black  Vulture 

12 

5 

ii 

16 

8 

a 

17 

1 

it 

19 

6 

Turkey  Vulture 

16 

2274 

Osprey 

24F 

1 

ii 

25 

2 

Bald  Eagle 

6,  17 

7 

ii 

6 

8 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Niagara  Falls 

Russo 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Ellicott 

Berry;  Ferraro,  Goldberg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Dayton  Gravel  Ponds 

VerHague 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Walraven 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Niagara  Falls 

Russo 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Ellicott 

Ferraro,  Goldberg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Somerset 

D'Anna  et  al  (BOS) 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Trexel,  Eddy 

Olcott 

Morien,  D'Anna,  Potter 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Somerset 

D'Anna  et  al  (BOS) 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Eimiller 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Pt.  Weller,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence 

Lewiston 

Eimiller 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Grand  Island 

Eimiller 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Eimiller 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Eimiller 

Grand  Island 

Eimiller 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Blair 

Tifft  NP 

Coleman 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Eimiller 

Grand  Island 

Eimiller 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Ellery 

Berry 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D'Anna 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Kerr 

Ellicott 

Ferraro,  Goldberg 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Pt.  Weller,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Laeser 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Dunkirk 

VerHague 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Amherst 

Morse 

Pt.  Weller,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Somerset 

D'Anna;  D'Anna  et  al  (BOS) 

Point  Breeze 

Rybczynski 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Tifft  NP 

Rybczynski 

Tonawanda 

Barton 

Grand  Island 

Thomas 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bartl 

Lewiston 

Sharon 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

Youngstown 

Harbison 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Roy 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Ferraro,  Goldberg 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 
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Number 


Location 


Species 

March 

u 

27 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

4F 

a 

4F 

16 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4;  5 

1-27 

Golden  Eagle 

7 

American  Coot 

5 

u 

27 

Sandhill  Crane 

3;  4 

ti 

10-12 

(i 

19 

u 

22 

u 

24;  26 

l( 

30 

Killdeer 

1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

26F 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

23F,  27 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

16F,  17 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

17F 

it 

30 

American  Woodcock 

7F 

u 

7F 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

25 

u 

29 

Little  Gull 

22;  23 

u 

28 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

(( 

11 

u 

27 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

6 

u 

27 

Glaucous  Gull 

6 

u 

12 

Common  Tern 

13 

Snowy  Owl 

3;  19 

u 

6;  18;  30 

u 

24 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

Short-eared  Owl 

17 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

9,  28 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

8 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

24F 

Merlin 

1,  7 

u 

4 

u 

9 

u 

9;  27 

II 

15,  16 

u 

26 

(( 

26 

u 

27 

Peregrine  Falcon 

2 

u 

6-29 

u 

12;  23 

u 

14 

tt 

16 

Eastern  Phoebe 

16F 

u 

16F 

Northern  Shrike 

5 

u 

6 

ft 

14 

u 

22 

Fish  Crow 

17 

u 

26 

3 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

1 

Cassadaga 

1 

Alden 

35 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

3 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

1-2 

10  Reports 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

123 

Celoron 

2 

Kiantone 

1-2 

Iroquois  NWR 

2 

Porter 

3 

Sheridan 

4 

Barker 

1 

Wilson 

2 

Orchard  Park 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

2 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

7 

Portland 

4 

Portland 

10 

Dayton  Gravel  Ponds 

1 

Ashford 

1 

Forestville 

32 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

200 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

1;  3 

Lewiston 

4 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

5 

Adam  Beck  Power  Plant 

2 

Goat  Island 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

4 

Goat  Island 

1 

Somerset 

1 

Pt.  Weller,  Ont. 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

1 

Wilson 

3;  1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

2;  4;  1 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

1 

Somerset 

5 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

3 

Hartland 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

1 

Tifft  NP 

1 

Lakewood 

1 

Clarence 

1 

Amherst  SP 

1 

Buffalo 

1 

Sheridan 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

1 

Somerset 

1 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

1 

Buckhorn  SP 

1-2 

Buffalo 

i;  2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

i 

Somerset 

i 

Grand  Island 

i 

Porter 

i 

Pomfret 

i 

Iroquois  NWR 

i 

Cassadaga 

i 

Dunkirk  Airport 

i 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

1  PV 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

2 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Observer(s) 

Shipherd 

VerHague 

Mitchell 

Landau 

Shipherd;  VerHague 

Multiple  Observers 

D’Anna 

Lawrence 

Berry 

Simmons;  Tome,  VerHague 

Morien  et  al 

Sharon 

VerHague 

Wilson;  D'Anna  et  al  (BOS) 

D'Anna 

Barth 

Sharon 

Shipherd 

Hardenburg 

Hardenburg 

VerHague 

J.  Rosenburg 

VerHague 

Ferraro,  Goldberg 

Harbison 

Sharon;  Hess 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Kundl 

Sharon 

Russo 

D'Anna 

Yoerg 

Johnson 

D'Anna 

Yoerg;  Seidman 
Mitchell;  Yoerg;  Barton 
Adams 

Jacklin,  Sebum,  L&R  Goodridge 

Walters,  Ibsen 

Potter 

Barth 

Salembier 

Simmons 

Morgante 

Salembier 

Rybczynski;  Fell 

VerHague 

Lawrence 

D'Anna 

Landau,  Rose-Burney 
Humann 

Reports  from  8  observers 

Goetz;  VerHague 

D'Anna 

Landon 

Rose-Burney 

Mosher 

D'Anna 

VerHague 

VerHague 

Morien 

Frid 

Thornton 
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Species 

March 

Number 

Location 

Common  Raven 

3 

1 

Tifft  NP 

u 

4,  12,  20 

i;  2, 2 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

it 

9 

2 

Somerset 

u 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Tree  Swallow 

16F 

32 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Winter  Wren 

19;  20 

1 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

u 

27;  29 

2;  1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

it 

27 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

22;  25 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Hermit  Thrush 

29F 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Gray  Catbird 

6;  7 

1 

Tifft  NP 

ii 

20 

1 

Westfield 

Lapland  Longspur 

19 

2 

Bethany 

Snow  Bunting 

31 

1 

S.  Dayton 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

30 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Eastern  Towhee 

19 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

ti 

24;  27 

2;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Chipping  Sparrow 

31F 

1 

Fredonia 

Field  Sparrow 

17F 

1 

Pomfret 

ii 

22 

1 

Portland 

Savannah  Sparrow 

24F 

1 

Sheridan 

Fox  Sparrow 

13F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

ii 

15 

1 

Pomfret 

it 

17 

3 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

3 

9 

Bethany 

ii 

19-31 

1 

Wilson 

it 

20 

1 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

it 

24 

1 

Lockport 

Dark-eved  Junco  (Oreaonl 

1-31 

1  PV 

Colden 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

8 

3000 

Bethany 

it 

10 

1350 

Iroquois  NWR 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

4F 

1 

Kiantone 

ii 

7 

1 

Portland 

Rusty  Blackbird 

26 

20 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

ii 

27 

65 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Common  Grackle 

22 

320 

Wilson 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

5 

300 

Oakfield 

Common  Redpoll 

13 

1 

Wilson 

u 

18 

1 

Bethany 

it 

24 

1 

Randolph 

u 

25 

1 

Lyndonville 

Pine  Siskin 

2,  25 

63,  42 

Gaines 

ii 

4 

16 

Cuba  Lake 

ii 

6,  12 

3,  32 

Wilson 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016: 
Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016: 


Observer(s) 

Walraven 

Walraven;  McIntyre 

D'Anna 

Kundl 

Beattie 

Walraven;  McIntyre 
Salembier;  Harbison 
Fell 

Felton;  Seidman 
Gralak 

Seidman;  Walraven 

Issler 

Beattie 

Ibsen 

Humann 

VerHague 

Salembier;  Ewing 

Goetz 

Mosher 

Hardenburg 

VerHague 

Williams,  Merritt 

Moshers 

Berry 

Beattie 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Nierenberg 

Maldonado 

J&K  Landau 

Beattie 

Morien 

VerHague 

Hardenburg 

Berry,  Shipherd 

Morien 

D'Anna 

Lawrence 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Beattie 

Shipherd 

Ewald 

Bemont 

Gregory 

Potter,  D'Anna _ 

139 

17 

156 
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Winter/Spring  Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 

August  28:  Sunday.  Rock  Point  Provincial  Field  Trip.  Meet  at  7 
AM  at  the  corner  of  Vermont  St  and  Busti  in  Buffalo.  ***Proper 
identification  required  to  cross  the  border  into  Canada!  There  is 
an  entrance  fee  for  this  park  Bring  drinks  and  a  lunch  as  there 
aren't  amenities  other  than  bathrooms  within  the  park.  Leader: 
Doug  Happ  (dhapp@.msn,com) 

September  6:  Tuesday.  Field  Trip  to  Purple  Martin  Fall 

Migration  Roost.  Meet  6:45  PM  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park. 
http://www.buffaloornithologicalsociety.org/ 


Noteworthy  Records  Database  through  2015  - 

Update  Available 

David  F.  Suggs 

DSuggs(&  buffaloornithologicalsociety.org 

The  B.O.S.  Noteworthy  Records  Database,  originally 
authored  by  Dean  DiTommasso  circa  1988,  has  been  updated 
again,  and  is  now  current  through  December  2015.  The  count  of 
records  in  the  database,  as  published  in  the  Prothonotary 
between  1964  and  2015,  is  almost  109,000. 

I  have  uploaded  a  Microsoft  Access  database  and  Excel 
spreadsheet  version  of  the  records  into  a  folder  on  the  Dropbox 
storage  website.  I  encourage  members  who  would  like  to 
download  these  files  to  contact  me  with  an  email.  Dropbox  will 
reply  with  an  email  link  to  the  files.  If  you  already  have  a  copy  of 
the  database,  it  would  be  best  to  update  with  the  latest  2015 
version,  since  there  have  been  a  few  corrections  to  older 
records. 

For  spreadsheet  users  -  the  Excel  file  makes  the  records 
more  accessible  for  those  who  do  not  use  the  more  involved 
Access  software.  The  Excel  file  on  Dropbox  has  been  formatted 
as  a  table,  which  allows  filtering  to  select  and  view  records. 

Each  column  heading  has  a  dropdown  checklist,  making  it  quite 
simple  to  extract  any  combination  of  records.  As  in  the  past,  I 
will  be  glad  to  provide  selected  records  to  assist  any 
researchers. 


(Top)  Eastern  Meadowlark  and  (Bottom)  Brown  Creeper 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on  March  24th 
and  2nd,  respectively. 
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THE  MONTH:  April 

David  Gordon 


If  a  cruel  month,  April  has  much  to  explain  this  year 
for  it  was  kind  in  so  many  ways.  It  finally  brought  the 
snow  and  cold  that  was  so  absent  all  winter.  April 
beckoned  58  new  species  raising  the  region’s  year  list 
by  70%.  Birders  and  photographers  alike  had  several 
viewing  days  of  an  avian  beauty  pageant  winning 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird.  And  for  those  who  hustle  off 
to  Pelee,  and  Ohio,  it  laid  the  preliminary  foundation  for 
a  WNY  migration  season  that  saw  many  travel  plans 
exchanged  for  tent  space  near  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery. 
Most  of  all,  we  birders  were  busy  and  happy  during  a 
notable  April! 

The  weather  of  April  lacked  the  drama  of  record 
setting  temperatures  or  rainfall.  The  highest  wind  gust 
was  only  44  mph.  What  the  month  did  bring  was  more 
snow  (7.1  ”)  in  the  first  1 0  days  of  the  month  than  was 
received  in  either  November,  December,  or  March.  This 
was  the  best  snow  fall  since  April,  2004.  A  mild  mid¬ 
month  period  allowed  for  flowers  to  regain  traction  and 
for  a  74  degree  high.  The  month  closed  with  damp  days 
and  below  normal  temperatures.  Not  a  bad  month. 

Read  more  about  April  here,  http://w2.weather.gov/ 
climate/index.  php?wfo=buf 


Always  a  good  month  for  birds  and  birders,  the 
number  of  observed  species  swelled  to  214  by  the  end. 
The  April  count,  led  by  compiler  Celeste  Morien,  sends 
an  army  of  birders  into  all  sections  of  our  study  area. 

On  this,  the  81st  year  of  the  count,  212  BOS  and  other 
volunteers  counted  111,177  birds  of  144  species.  This 
one-day  snapshot  of  local  bird  populations  and  trends 
has  provided  a  valuable  record.  This  year,  the  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeak  was  recorded  for  the  first  time  on 
the  count.  This  female  was  seen  by  Michael  DeSha  on 
Bennett  Road  in  Franklinville  at  a  feeder.  We  must 
watch  the  rosy-breast  closely  for  a  male,  as  of  the  end 

31  The  Month  of  November, 

David  Gordon  2015,  was 

34  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  2016  visiting  Dale 

Jim  Landau  Mirth’s  feeder  in 

35  Noteworthy  Records  Pomfret, 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians  Chautauqua 

40  BOS  April  Count  County  Both 

Celeste  Morien,  compiler  birds  were 

44  Calendar  significantly  early 

and  late 


respectively.  I  think  most  would  welcome  such  a 
beautiful  bird  spending  more  time  in  WNY. 

Other  birds  which  made  early  arrivals  included  a 
Spotted  Sandpiper  seen  by  Brian  Morse  on  April  1  and 
an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  seen  by  Marcia  Dirnberger 
on  April  30.  Both  were  seen  at  the  Amherst  campus  of 
SUNY  Buffalo.  A  Prairie  Warbler,  also  hoping  to  gain 
the  start  on  the  season,  arrived  in  more  traditional  bird 
habitat  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  and  was  spotted  on 
April  16  in  dense  vegetation  near  the  Service  Road  and 


(Top)  Prairie  Warbler  photographed  by  Nathan  Johnson  at 
Tifft  NP  on  April  15th  and  (Bottom)  “Yellow”  Palm  Warbler 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Batavia  WWTP  on  April  24th. 


Old  Tifft  Street.  If 
this  bird  was  trying 
to  be 

inconspicuous,  it 
should  have 
steered  clear  of 
Nate  Johnson  and 
his  camera. 

Often  a  species 
emerges  from 
obscurity,  in  great 
numbers,  to  the 
surprise  of  the 
birding  public. 
Whether  a  White¬ 
winged  Crossbill, 
Snowy  Owl,  or  an 
influx  of  Common 
Redpolls,  we  all 
delight  in  these 
viewing 

opportunities.  This 
April,  the  Lapland 
Longspur  had  such 
a  moment  as  larger 
than  normal 
numbers  were 
reported.  I  usually 
struggle  to  find  one 
amongst  the 
Horned  Larks  and 
Snow  Buntings 
during  a  winter  day 
of  roadside  birding 
on  the  Lake  Ontario 
plain.  Not  so  this 
April  as  Celeste 
and  David  Mark  reported  good  numbers  and  Vicky 
Rothman  posted  notes  of  a  flock  of  birds  containing 
approximately  215  longspurs  on  the  7th.  This  was  a 
treat  for  all  that  had  a  chance  to  see  them  during  this 
period. 

In  the  out-of-region  bird  category,  April  provided  two 
in  the  “truly  lost”  group  and  two  in  the  “visiting  old 
friends”  group.  In  the  later,  we  can  all  appreciate  Karen 
and  Jim  Landau’s  special  relationship  with  an  “Oregon” 
Dark-eyed  Junco  that  spends  time  with  them  every 
year.  It  visited  their  home  on  route  240  in  Colden  this 
year  from  the  1 st  to  the  1 3th.  For  a  Thayer’s  Gull 
seeking  a  proper  identification  and  discussion, 
considering  all  of  the  crossbreeding  and  resultant  field 
mark  confusion,  arranging  for  a  meeting  with  Willie 
D’Anna  was  ideal.  Seeing  the  bird  on  Goat  Island  on 
the  27th,  Willie  was  able  to  photograph  it  and  stated  that 
it  had  “black  on  five  primaries,  including  a  broad  black 
band  on  fifth  outermost  primary.  Irises  were  dark,  legs 
pink,  mantle  shade  same  or  perhaps  slightly  darker 
than  nearby  herring  gulls.  Unstreaked  head  ..  .and  with 
wings  outstretched,  it  appeared  almost  completely 
white  under  the  wings.  This  view  showed  the  bird  to  be 
an  obvious  white-winged  gull.  Bill  smaller  than  on 
Herring  Gulls  but  not  particularly  dainty.”  You  cannot  tell 
me  that  birds  don’t  know  the  people  with  whom  they  are 
associating. 


The  Prothonotary  is  published 
monthly  by  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  Buffalo 
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14211.  Send  address  changes  to 
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Colden,  NY  14033. 
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(Top  to  Bottom)  Black-and-white  Warbler  (April  26,  Forest 
Lawn  Cemetery),  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  (April  1,  Orchard 
Park),  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  (April  24,  Batavia  WWTP),  and 
Green  Heron  (April  27,  Tifft  NP)  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth. 
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And  in  the  truly  lost  category,  a  subspecies  of  Palm 
Warbler,  dendorica  palmarum ,  the  Yellow  Palm  Warbler 
(D.  p.  hypochrysea)  was  sighted  at  Tifft  NP  on  April  23 
by  Tim  Lenz.  The  much  more  common  Western  Palm 
Warbler  (D.  p.  palmarum)  was  also  present  for 
comparison.  Tim  noted  that  the  bird  had  "Bright  yellow 
below  including  breast  and  belly".  In  Ontario  Birds. 

April,  1995,  Ron  Pittaway  noted  that  “typical  individuals 
of  Western  Palm  Warbler  and  Yellow  Palm  Warbler, 
particularly  in  breeding  plumage,  are  easily 
distinguished  in  the  field.  The  Western  Palm  Warbler  is 
the  common  subspecies.”  He  further  states  that  “The 
Western  Palm  Warbler  and  the  Yellow  Palm  Warbler 
winter  in  different  areas  and  there  is  a  curious 
crisscrossing  of  migration  routes.  The  Yellow  Palm 
spends  the  winter  in  the  Gulf  States  mostly  west  of 
Florida  to  Louisiana,  and  in  spring  crosses  the  southern 
Appalachian  Mountains  to  migrate  northward  east  of 
the  mountains  to  northern  New  England  and  eastern 
Canada.  The  Western  Palm,  leaving  its  winter  home  in 
Florida  and  the  West  Indies,  crosses  the  southern 
Appalachians  in  the  opposite  direction  usually  south  of 
the  Carolinas,  and  migrates  northward  to  Ontario  and 
western  Canada.  So  if  you,  like  I,  have  had  the 
experience  of  seeing  a  palm  with  too  much  yellow 
below  and  dismissed  it,  thinking  that  you  were  seeing 
things  or  mistaken,  now  you  know! 

Finally,  and  also  truly  lost,  was  the  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  first  seen  by  Julie  Braun  on  April  22nd  on 
Wasson  St  in  the  Seneca-Babcock  area  of  Buffalo. 
Unlike  most  sightings  in  recent  years,  this  bird  chose  to 
stick  around  and  made  sure  everyone  that  was 
interested  got  a  chance  to  see.  This  bird  was  a 
beautiful  male  with  the  outstanding  plumage  they  are 
known  for.  It  often  hid  from  viewers  to  rest  or  to  keep 
things  interesting  but  ultimately  gave  the  patient  birder 
or  photographer  all  the  black  and  yellow  one  could  ask 
for. 


In  a  WNY  area  full  of  great  seasonal  birding 
opportunities,  April  stands  out  as  a  month  not  to  miss. 
Do  plan  to  bird  more  in  April,  2017  and  do  plan  to  count 
with  us  on  the  April  count.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  share 
some  of  these  birding  adventures  with  you. 


(Top  to  Bottom)  Winter  Wren  (April  10,  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery),  Swamp  Sparrow  (April  1,  Orchard  Park),  Vesper 
Sparrow  (April  5,  Dunkirk),  and  Fox  Sparrow  (April  10, 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery)  photographed  by  Sue  Barth. 
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Spring  2016  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Summary 

Jim  Landau,  Coordinator  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Weather  Summary  The  meteorological  months  of 
March,  April  and  May  2016  started  mild  and  relatively 
snow  free.  By  early  April  however  a  return  to  late  winter's 
chill  occurred,  accompanied  by  a  few  instances  of  snow. 
The  April  snow  was  more  than  the  typically  snowy  months 
of  November,  December  and  March  and  was  the  greatest 
April  snow  since  2004.  After  a  cool  start  to  May  much 
warmer  temperatures  were  recorded  over  the  final  half  of 
the  month.  Precipitation  which  started  around  normal 
through  March  was  lacking  the  final  two  months  of  spring. 
Over  the  winter  a  review  of  the  past  12  years  of  March 
data  revealed  that  there  was  scant  migration  activity 
during  the  first  two  weeks  of  March,  primarily  due  to 
challenging  weather.  A  decision  was  reached  that 
dedicated  coverage  need  not  begin  until  March  15,  while 
still  allowing  for  the  opportunity  to  observe  if  conditions 
looked  favorable.  In  any  event,  this  Spring  2016  saw 
fifteen  of  the  of  the  sixteen  migrant  raptors  and  vultures 
that  are  expected  to  pass  by  the  hawk  watch,  with  Golden 
Eagle  the  surprising  absentee 

Data  Table  The  accompanying  10-year  table  reveals 
a  2016  season  with  new  highs  for  Bald  Eagle,  Cooper’s 
Hawk  and  Broad-winged  Hawk,  with  this  season’s  count 
data  also  broken  down  by  month.  Highlighted  cells 
indicate  selected  high  counts  within  this  10-year  span. 

Highest  March  total:  8,185  (2015).  Highest  April  total: 
13,717  (2014). 

Highest  May  total:  2,591  (2014).  Highest  season 
total:  21,121  (2014). 

Species  abbreviations  BV  Black  Vulture,  TV  Turkey 
Vulture,  OS  Osprey,  BE  Bald  Eagle,  NH  Northern  Harrier, 
SS  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  CH  Cooper's  Hawk,  NG 
Northern  Goshawk,  RS  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  BW 
Broad-winged  Hawk,  RT  Red-tailed  Hawk,  RL  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk,  GE  Golden  Eagle,  AK  American  Kestrel, 
ML  Merlin,  PG  Peregrine  Falcon,  UR  Unknown  Raptor, 

SK  Swallow-tailed  Kite 

Species  Summary  Turkey  Vulture  numbers  declined 
for  the  second  straight  year  but  that  is  insufficient  to  imply 


a  trend.  A  lone  Black  Vulture  on  March  17  added  to  the 
species  count.  Osprey  increased  for  the  third  straight 
year.  Bald  Eagle  continued  its  positive  trend,  reaching  a 
new  high  for  the  watch.  (Golden  Eagle,  never  seen  in 
more  than  single  digit  totals,  was  a  surprising  "miss"  this 
year.)  After  steady  declines  Northern  Harrier  had  robust 
numbers  not  seen  since  2010.  All  three  accipiter  species 
showed  well,  with  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  close  to  a  new 
watch  high  and  Cooper's  Hawk  achieving  it.  Four 
Northern  Goshawks  in  April  were  a  welcome  sight  as 
some  years  they  are  missing.  Of  our  four  anticipated 
buteo  species  the  only  encouraging  sign  was  for  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawk  which  established  a  new  watch  high.  Red¬ 
shouldered,  Red-tailed  and  Rough-legged  Hawks 
continued  downward  trends  that  shows  no  sign  of 
braking  A  mere  five  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  seen, 
setting  a  new  low  for  this  species  at  the  watch.  American 
Kestrel  numbers  were  encouraging  after  four  worrisome 
years  and  it  is  hoped  that  their  populations  are  stabilizing. 
Merlin  and  Peregrine  Falcon  continue  to  tally  in  the  single 
digits,  somewhat  surprising  in  light  of  their  increasing 
sighting  reports  from  the  birding  community  at  large.  The 
2016  season  total  was  our  second  highest.  But  more 
encouraging  is  that,  when  Turkey  Vulture  numbers  are 
subtracted,  it  is  our  highest  raptor  total  since  1992. 

Acknowledgements  As  an  all-volunteer  watch, 
Hamburg  relies  on  the  interest  and  commitment  of 
members  of  the  local  birding  community  to  provide 
coverage  over  the  course  of  many  weeks.  Without  them 
there  simply  would  be  no  hawk  watch  We  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  participation  this  season  of  Rick  Bacher, 
Bruce  Chilton,  Joe  Fell,  David  Gordon,  Fred  Harrington, 
Alec  Humann,  Marcie  Jacklin,  Sharon  Sisti,  Holly 
Sweeney,  Nancy  Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan,  and  Mike 
Zebehazy.  Many  other  individuals  stopped  by  throughout 
the  spring  to  witness  the  magic  of  migration  along  with 
us.  Their  support  and  enthusiasm  are  always  a  welcome 
addition  We  also  wish  to  thank  the  management  of 
Lakeside  Cemetery  for  accommodating  us  in  pursuit  of 
these  bird  studies  on  their  grounds. 

All  data  generated  is  uploaded  to  a  database 
maintained  by  The  Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North 
America  (HMANA).  The  home  page  http://hmana.ora/ 
contains  a  wealth  of  raptor  information.  Data  from  over 
200  North  American  hawkwatch  sites  can  be  accessed 
directly  at  http://hawkcount.org/ 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


SDecies 

Aoril 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Tundra  Swan 

1;  5 

55;  80 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Salembier;  D'Anna 

Gadwall 

15 

25 

Tifft  NP 

Rose-Burney 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

25 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Gralak 

American  Wigeon 

6 

83 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

American  Black  Duck 

6 

14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

16 

10 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Blue-winged  Teal 

18 

10 

Tifft  NP 

Barth 

u 

27 

12 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Northern  Shoveler 

6;  14 

41;  25 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Gerber 

u 

11 

27 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Northern  Pintail 

5 

535 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna 

tt 

6 

205 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Green-winged  Teal 

6 

63 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

8 

30 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence,  Podoliak 

Canvasback 

8;  10 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  VerHague 

Redhead 

8 

45 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence,  Podoliak 

u 

11 

29 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

it 

15 

35 

Dayton  Gravel  Ponds 

Barth 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1,  16 

132,  112 

Attica 

Beattie 

ii 

1,6 

47,  64 

Clay  Pond  WMA 

Stineman 

u 

6 

1022 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

6 

60 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

a 

8 

275 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lawrence,  Podoliak 

Greater  Scaup 

9 

100 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Rose-Burney 

Lesser  Scaup 

11;  24 

109;  82 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Barth 

a 

13 

52 

Ellery 

Seleen,  Lundin 

King  Eider 

9;  10 

1 

Point  Breeze 

McGann;  Lawrence 

Harlequin  Duck 

23-27 

4-7 

Goat  Island 

Kundl  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

4 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

47 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

a 

22 

13 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

a 

25 

12 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

Black  Scoter 

1 

1 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Long-tailed  Duck 

1 

861 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Bufflehead 

11 

74 

Amherst 

Sawusch 

a 

11 

222 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

a 

26 

75 

North  Harmony 

Stineman 

Common  Goldeneye 

1 

89 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

24 

Tifft  NP 

Siedman 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1 

421 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Rybczynski 

a 

1 

552 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

a 

15 

200 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Raszkowski 

Ruddy  Duck 

6;  24 

400;  153 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Barth 

a 

15 

58 

Ellery 

Lundin 

a 

26 

160 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

345 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Common  Loon 

1 

54 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

35 


Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

4 

75 

Portville 

Ebeling 

(i 

12 

22 

Alma 

Bressan 

a 

13 

37 

Cassadaga 

VerHague 

(i 

21 

25 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Humann 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

15 

15 

Dayton  Gravel  Ponds 

Barth 

Horned  Grebe 

14 

21 

Ellery 

Seleen  Lundin 

u 

24 

14 

Cuba  Lake 

Lenz 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

7 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

a 

14,  16 

1 

Ellery 

Seleen,  Lundin 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

20 

1100 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Walters 

a 

21 

293 

Ellery 

Seleen,  Lundin 

a 

22 

225 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Raszkowski 

a 

23 

250 

Tonawanda 

Yerkovich 

a 

25 

290 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

American  Bittern 

25F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Gralak 

a 

27 

1 

Pomfret 

VerHague 

a 

29;  30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Smith;  Martin,  Fell 

Great  Egret 

12,  25 

68,  70 

Tonawanda 

Barton 

Green  Heron 

21 

2 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

a 

21 

1 

Buffalo 

Morse 

Black  Vulture 

8;  30 

2;  3 

Lewiston 

Rose-Burney;  Kundl 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

1480 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Humann 

Osprey 

14,  25 

31,  20 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

Bald  Eagle 

12 

4 

Alma 

Bressan 

a 

25 

12 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

a 

30 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Serianni 

Northern  Harrier 

15 

6 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Lawrence 

a 

25 

6 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

25,  27 

113,  166 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

Northern  Goshawk 

19 

1 

Alfred 

Peterson 

a 

16;  28,  30 

1 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Coleman  et  al;  Landau 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

14 

1 

West  Falls 

Landau 

a 

25,  30 

1749,  1342 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

3 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Goetz 

a 

5 

1 

Kiantone 

Tome 

a 

14 

1 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

a 

16 

1 

Tifft  NP 

J&A  Sawusch 

Golden  Eagle 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

J&A  Sawusch 

Virginia  Rail 

3F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Seidman 

Sora 

16F 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

Common  Gallinule 

17F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mellas 

American  Coot 

6 

83 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

a 

16 

122 

Ellery 

Seleen,  Lundin 

Sandhill  Crane 

6-30 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  et  al 

a 

9 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

McGann,  Fidler 

a 

15 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Lawrence 

a 

16 

1 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Coleman,  Kerr 

a 

17 

2 

Grand  Island 

Humann 

a 

28 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Kerr 

American  Golden-Plover 

7.  11 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

IF 

1 

Amherst 

Morse 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

23F 

4 

Chautauqua 

Vanstrom 

a 

23F 

2 

Alexander 

Beattie,  Dart 

a 

23F 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

13 

15 

Iroquois  NWR 

Walraven 

a 

30 

14 

Conewango  Swamp  Wma 

MacDonald 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

24 

16 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barth 

a 

30 

12 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

MacDonald 

Upland  Sandpiper 

20F;  25 

2 

Tillman  WMA 

Barth;  R.  Guthrie 

a 

22 

3 

Java 

Kerr 

Dunlin 

29F 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beattie 

a 

30 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stineman 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

5 

19 

Fredonia 

VerHague 

a 

9 

37 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

36 


Soecies 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

M 

16 

11 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

American  Woodcock 

24 

10 

Grand  Island 

Humann,  Harbison 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1 

141 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

u 

5 

945 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Rybczynski 

M 

7 

200 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Salembier 

it 

8;  9 

100;  275 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Harbison;  Sharon 

it 

25 

125 

Lewiston 

D'Anna 

Little  Gull 

2;  9 

4;  2 

Lewiston 

Landau,  Wojewodzki;  Kundl 

★ 

Thaver’s  Gull 

27 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Porter 

D'Anna 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

21 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Yoerg 

tt 

23;  27 

2;  1 

Goat  Island 

Humann;  D'Anna 

Glaucous  Gull 

23 

1 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

* 

Caspian  Tern 

7F 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

ti 

22 

60 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Raszkowski 

tt 

29 

35 

Ellery 

Vanstrom 

a 

30 

29 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stineman 

★ 

Black  Tern 

30F 

17 

Iroquois  NWR 

Martin  et  al 

Common  Tern 

15 

5 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

tt 

30 

136 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Humann 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Yerkovich 

Short-eared  Owl 

16 

1 

Hamburg  HW 

Bacher  et  al 

★ 

Chimney  Swift 

19F 

4 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier 

Merlin 

1 

1 

Goat  Island 

Burdick 

ti 

5;  7 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Barth,  VerHague 

tt 

8,  14 

1,  3 

Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 

Landau 

tt 

10,  14 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

tt 

20;  24 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann;  Yoerg 

tt 

20 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mark 

tt 

27 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D'Anna 

tt 

28 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier 

tt 

30 

1 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1,  5 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

tt 

5 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Salembier 

tt 

7,  12 

1 

Buffalo 

Rybczynski 

it 

18,  26 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

it 

20,  21 

1 

Grand  Island 

Humann 

tt 

27 

1 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Barth 

* 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

30F 

1 

Amherst 

Dirnberger 

* 

Least  Flycatcher 

30F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier,  Sawusch 

* 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

26  F 

1 

Lakeside  Cemetery 

Yerkovich 

tt 

29 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Barth 

tt 

29 

1 

Alexander 

Dart 

★ 

Eastern  Kingbird 

22F 

1 

Jamestown  Airport 

Stineman 

tt 

23 

1 

Busti 

Vanstrom 

★ 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

25F,  28 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

★ 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

16F 

1 

Chautauqua 

Vanstrom 

it 

17 

1 

Harmony 

Berry 

* 

Warbling  Vireo 

26F 

i;  2 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Barton;  Barth 

tt 

26F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Kerr 

Common  Raven 

6;  17 

i 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

Gerber;  McIntyre 

tt 

12;  21 

2;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Rybczynski;  Walraven 

u 

24,  27 

3,  1 

Hamburg  HW 

Bacher 

Horned  Lark 

5;  10 

59;  65 

Bethany 

Beattie;  Beattie,  Kistner 

★ 

Purple  Martin 

7F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wasilco 

Tree  Swallow 

30 

145 

Tifft  NP 

Van  Keuren,  Graves 

★ 

Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow 

3F,  5 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rybczynski,  Seidman;  Salembier 

★ 

Bank  Swallow 

12F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rybczynski 

it 

23 

1 

North  Harmony 

Lenz 

tt 

23 

4 

Tillman  WMA 

Gordon 

* 

Cliff  Swallow 

19F 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

tt 

24;  27 

12;  22 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Mitchell;  Barth 

■k 

Barn  Swallow 

3F 

3 

Tifft  NP 

Rybczynski 

it 

4 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

37 


Species 

House  Wren 

u 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

u 

Marsh  Wren 

u 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

tt 

Veery 

u 


Hermit  Thrush 

u 

Wood  Thrush 

Gray  Catbird 
Brown  Thrasher 

M 

American  Pipit 

H 

Lapland  Longspur 


Snow  Bunting 
Ovenbird 

u 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

u 

Northern  Waterthrush 
Blue-winged  Warbler 
Black-and-white  Warbler 

u 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 
Nashville  Warbler 

u 

Common  Yellowthroat 
American  Redstart 
Northern  Parula 

u 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

u 

Yellow  Warbler 

u 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler  (“Western”) 

a 

a 

Palm  Warbler  (“Yellow”) 

Pine  Warbler 

a 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

a 

a 

Prairie  Warbler 
Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 
American  Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 

a 

Field  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 


April  Number 

16F  1 

20  2 

1  1 

3  1 

3  1 


25F 

1 

30 

2 

16F;  18 

1 

5F 

1 

6 

1 

28F 

1 

30 

1 

30 

1 

30 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

26F 

4 

26F 

1 

3 

1 

IF 

1 

4 

1 

2 

28 

3 

12 

5 

38 

7 

215 

15 

1 

7L 

1 

18F 

1 

26 

1 

22F 

1 

25 

1 

23F 

1 

26F 

1 

21 F 

1 

22 

1 

27F 

1 

25F 

1 

25F 

1 

26F 

1 

30F 

3 

16F 

1 

19;  20 

1 

27F 

1 

29 

1 

23F 

3 

23F 

1 

30F 

1 

27F 

1 

17F 

1 

18 

1 

18 

1 

23 

1 

1 

1 

25,  27 

4 

26 

45 

27 

46 

27 

45 

15F-17 

1 

25F 

1 

30 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2F 

1 

Location 

Clarence 

Jamestown 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Stiglmeier  Park 

Wilson 

Tifft  NP 

Iroquois  NWR 

Tifft  NP 

Buffalo 

Tifft  NP 

Allegany  SP 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 
Canadaway  Creek  WMA 
Tifft  NP 
Gerry 

North  Harmony 
Watts  Flats  WMA 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Tifft  NP 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Oakfield 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Batavia 

Shelby 

Hartland 

Portland 

Hartland 

Tifft  NP 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
Pomfret 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Watts  Flats  WMA 
Tifft  NP 
Amherst  SP 
Goat  Island 
Amherst  SP 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Watts  Flats  WMA 
Canadaway  Creek  WMA 
Tifft  NP 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Amherst  SP 
Long  Point  SP 
Amherst  SP 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Tifft  NP 
Amherst 
Tifft  NP 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Jamestown  Audubon 
Tifft  NP 
Wilson 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Porter 
Amherst  SP 
Tifft  NP 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Wilson 

Somerset 

Orchard  Park 

Dunkirk  Airport 


Observer(s) 

Morgante 

Leenders 

Humann 

McIntyre 

Wilson 

Gralak 

Martin 

McIntyre;  Barth 
Kauffman 
Walraven 
Toro 

MacDonald 

VerHague 

Seidman;  J&K  Landau  et  al 

Stineman 

Vanstrom 

Berry 

Humann 

Seidman 

Sharon 

Morien,  Tetlow 

VerHague 

Beattie 

Mark 

Rothman 

Hardenburg 

Rothman 

Gainey 

Humann,  Barth 

Barth 

Mosher 

Harbison  et  al 

Berry 

Sharon 

Salembier 

D'Anna 

Salembier 

J&K  Landau 

Berry 

VerHague 

Gall,  Ryan 

Gralak,  Salembier:  Harbison 

Salembier 

Vanstrom 

Mellas 

Thomas  et  al 

Graves,  Van  Keuren 

Morse,  Hollister 

Walraven 

Bemont 

Tome 

Lenz 

D'Anna 

Thomas;  Walraven 

Humann 

D'Anna 

Salembier 

Johnson  et  al 

Thomas  et  al 

Kerr 

D'Anna 

D'Anna 

Barth 

VerHague 


Species 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

tt 

4 

4 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

u 

5 

3 

Sheridan 

Barth 

Savannah  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

it 

4 

3 

Shelby 

Morien 

it 

4 

3 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

25F 

1 

Tillman  Rd.  WMA 

R.  Guthrie 

Fox  Sparrow 

4 

10 

Oakfield 

Morien,  Tetlow 

5 

15 

Genesee 

Zimmerman 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

25F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon 

tt 

26 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

(1 

27 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Rybczynski 

it 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Powell 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

16 

1 

Tifft  NP 

J&A  Sawusch 

a 

26 

6 

Amherst 

Salembier 

Dark-eved  Junco  fOreaont 

1-13  PV 

1 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

Scarlet  Tanager 

30F 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

21 

1 

Chautauqua  Institution 

Karp 

a 

22 

1 

Ripley 

Raszkowski 

a 

23 

1 

Randolph 

Shipherd 

Bobolink 

25F 

2 

Jamestown  Airport 

Henshaw,  Shipherd 

a 

25F 

2 

Hinsdale 

Reed 

it 

30 

1 

Clarence 

Morgante 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

22-26 

1 

Buffalo 

Braun  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

5 

22 

Sheridan 

Barth 

tt 

5,7 

22,  45 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

a 

6 

22 

Shelby 

Morien 

tt 

16 

24 

Chautauqua 

Vanstrom 

ti 

17 

50 

Carlton 

Lewis 

ti 

30 

35 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

MacDonald 

Baltimore  Oriole 

25F 

1 

Portland 

Hardenburg 

a 

26 

1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

it 

26 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

tt 

26 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Barth  et  al 

tt 

26 

1 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

Pine  Siskin 

16,  17 

14,  12 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

tt 

16 

13 

Forestville 

VerHague 

it 

19 

20 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

tt 

28 

15 

Buffalo 

Saxton 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016:  156 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month:  58 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016:  214 


(Left)  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  photographed  by  Marica  Dirnberger 
at  UB  Amherst  on  April  30th  and  (Above)  Thayer’s  Gull 
photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at  Goat  Island  on  April  27th. 
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Report  of  the  2016  Annual  BOS  April  Bird  Count 

Date:  Sunday,  April  10,  2016 
Compiler:  Celeste  Morien 

Weather  Synopsis 

The  day  was  generally  overcast  with  variable  winds  beginning  from  the  northwest  and  ending  from  the 
south  and  southeast.  Light  snow  occurred  in  the  evening  Temperatures  for  the  day  were  largely  cold, 
with  a  mean  temperature  of  30  °F  (the  average  mean  temperature  for  April  10  is  44  °F). 


Time  Weather 

Temp 

Dew  Pt  Pressure 

Wind  Dir. 

12:00  am  Partly  Cldy 

24.1  °F 

12.0  °F  30.27  in 

NW 

3:00  am  Mostly  Cldy 

23.0  °F 

10.9  °F  30.28  in 

W 

6:00  am  Lt  Snow 

23  0  °F 

14.0  °F  30.31  in 

W 

9:00am  Overcast 

25.0  °F 

14.0  °F  30.33  in 

Calm 

12:00  pm  Overcast 

30.9  °F 

16.0  °F  30.32in 

SSW 

3:00  pm  Overcast 

34.0  °F 

14.0  °F  30.25  in 

Variable 

6:00  pm  Lt  Snow 

35.1  °F 

21  0°F  30.16  in 

SSE 

9:00  pm  Lt  Snow 

30.9  °F 

28.9°F  30.10  in 

SE 

12:00  am  Lt  Rain 

35.1  °F 

28  9  °F  29.99  in 

SSE 

G  E  E 

SE-HERONS 

#  birds  #  sections 

#  birds 

#  sections 

Snow  Goose 

1 

1 

Long-tailed  Duck 

1215 

8 

Cackling  Goose 

1 

1 

Bufflehead 

1445 

21 

Canada  Goose 

9782 

28 

Common  Goldeneye 

559 

21 

Mute  Swan 

20 

6 

Hooded  Merganser 

323 

19 

Tundra  Swan 

20 

7 

Common  Merganser 

166 

18 

Wood  Duck 

490 

24 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

3907 

21 

Gadwall 

270 

16 

Ruddy  Duck 

646 

11 

American  Wigeon 

403 

12 

unspecified  ducks 

75 

1 

American  Black  Duck 

66 

10 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

15 

7 

Mallard 

900 

27 

Ruffed  Grouse 

3 

3 

Blue-winged  Teal 

75 

15 

Wild  Turkey 

260 

17 

Northern  Shoveler 

149 

11 

Red-throated  Loon 

19 

3 

Northern  Pintail 

329 

4 

Common  Loon 

149 

24 

Green-winged  Teal 

224 

13 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

61 

14 

Canvasback 

13 

5 

Horned  Grebe 

180 

15 

Redhead 

654 

12 

Red-necked  Grebe 

657 

4 

Ring-necked  Duck 

699 

21 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

1374 

14 

Greater  Scaup 

142 

7 

Great  Blue  Heron 

487 

21 

Lesser  Scaup 

364 

13 

Great  Egret 

55 

6 

unspecified  scaup 

55 

2 

Green  Heron 

*F 

2 

1 

Harlequin  Duck 

4 

1 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

74 

5 

White-winged  Scoter 

745 

5 

Unspecified  ducks/waterfowl 

75/2 

1/1 
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VULTURES-CRANES 


Black  Vulture 

#  birds 

5 

#  sections 

2 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

#  birds 

15 

#  sections 

7 

Turkey  Vulture 

1564 

25 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

*F 

1 

1 

Osprey 

43 

17 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

286 

27 

Bald  Eagle 

51 

23 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4 

3 

Northern  Harrier 

30 

17 

Golden  Eagle 

1 

1 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

26 

12 

Virginia  Rail 

4 

2 

Cooper's  Hawk 

26 

14 

American  Coot 

150 

14 

unspecified  accipiter 

1 

1 

Sandhill  Crane 

11 

4 

PLOVERS 

i  -T  E  R  N  S 

Killdeer 

#  birds 

411 

#  sections 

25 

Ring-billed  Gull 

#  birds 

19919 

#  sections 

27 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

12 

4 

Herring  Gull 

2172 

16 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

3 

3 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

11 

3 

Glaucous  Gull 

3 

1 

Wilson's  Snipe 

68 

11 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

41 

5 

American  Woodcock 

9 

4 

unspecified  gulls 

54 

1 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

3244 

14 

Common  Tern 

3 

1 

Little  Gull 

2 

1 

Forster's  Tern 

*F  4 

2 

DOVES- 

SWALLOWS 

if 

#  birds 

#  sections 

#  birds 

ft 

sections 

Rock  Pigeon 

1078 

26 

Unspecified  woodpecker 

1 

1 

Mourning  Dove 

1404 

28 

American  Kestrel 

174 

24 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

12 

7 

Merlin 

2 

2 

Great  Horned  Owl 

17 

6 

Peregrine  Falcon 

15 

4 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Eastern  Phoebe 

170 

23 

Barred  Owl 

4 

4 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

73 

22 

Blue  Jay 

1229 

28 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

2 

2 

American  Crow 

2370 

28 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

252 

28 

Common  Raven 

22 

7 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

73 

20 

Horned  Lark 

126 

11 

Downy  Woodpecker 

362 

26 

Purple  Martin 

1 

1 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

124 

25 

Tree  Swallow 

920 

23 

Northern  Flicker 

364 

26 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

3 

2 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

44 

14 

Barn  Swallow 

18 

4 

Unspecified  Falcon 

1 

1 
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TITS 

-WAX  WINGS 

#  birds 

#  sections 

ft  birds 

tt  sections 

Tufted  Titmouse 

158 

21 

Hermit  Thrush 

9 

3 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

47 

17 

American  Robin 

9289 

28 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

233 

25 

Gray  Catbird 

3 

3 

Brown  Creeper 

43 

11 

Northern  Mockingbird 

25 

8 

Winter  Wren 

22 

11 

Brown  Thrasher 

12 

7 

Carolina  Wren 

9 

6 

European  Starling 

11193 

28 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

333 

22 

American  Pipit 

66 

3 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

13 

6 

Cedar  Waxwing 

540 

8 

Eastern  Bluebird 

132 

19 

Lapland  Longspur 

70 

1 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

953 

27 

WAR  B  L  E  R  S  - 

HOUSESPARROWS 

#  birds 

tt  sections 

tt  birds 

tt  sections 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

788 

27 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

8 

4 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

1 

1 

Eastern  Towhee 

35 

11 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

7347 

28 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

335 

22 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

56 

14 

Chipping  Sparrow 

132 

11 

Rusty  Blackbird 

574 

13 

Field  Sparrow 

10 

7 

Common  Grackle 

4474 

26 

Vesper  Sparrow 

19 

9 

unspecified  blackbird 

176 

2 

Savannah  Sparrow 

21 

8 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1155 

26 

Fox  Sparrow 

193 

20 

Purple  Finch 

125 

18 

Song  Sparrow 

1526 

28 

House  Finch 

306 

21 

Swamp  Sparrow 

48 

14 

Common  Redpoll 

3 

1 

White-throated  Sparrow 

96 

22 

Pine  Siskin 

134 

13 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

23 

7 

American  Goldfinch 

1031 

25 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

3493 

25 

House  Sparrow 

1467 

27 

unspecified  sparrows 

90 

4 

unspecified  birds 

223 

3 

NOTABLE  SIGHTINGS 


1st  Record  for  April  Count:  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 


Special  thanks  to  the  section  compilers  and  volunteers  listed  below.  Participants  were  able  to  record  a 
total  of  144  species  and  1 1 1 ,177  individual  birds  for  this,  the  81th  Annual  April  Bird  Count  for  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society 
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OBSERVERS 

(Section  compilers  are  printed  in  bold  face  ): 


Section  1:  Marvin  Dickie,  Lynne  Landon,  Bev  Seyler,  Nancy  Smith,  Rick  Thornton 
Section  2:,  Brian  Ahara,  John  Black,  Phillip  Downey,  Bev  Hadler,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Carol 
Horvat,  Trevor  Jones,  Ashley  Northcotte,  Judy  Robins,  Kayo  Roy,  Loretta  Shields,  John  Stevens, 
Katherine  Stoltz,  Rick  Young 

Section  3:  Kathy  DiVito,  Art  Hannah,  Vicki  Rothman 

Section  4:  Glenn  Adams,  Willie  D’Anna,  Barbara  Henderson,  David  Muller,  Betsy  Potter,  Anita  Wierzba, 
Peter  Yoerg 

Section  5:  Barbara  Henderson,  Susan  O'Donnell,  Thomas  O’Donnell,  Peter  Yoerg 
Section  6:  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie, 

Section  7:  HM  Bateman,  Blaine  Farnan,  Jean  Farnan,  Joseph  Fell,  Marg  Partridge,  Jim  Rozanski,  Liz 

Wells 

Section  8.  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lorraine  Brown-Joyce,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Ron  Goodridge,  Marcie  Jacklin, 
Bob  Manson,  Dawn  Pierrynowski 

Section  9:  Marilyn  Feuerstein,  Ann  Enger,  David  Friedrich,  Michael  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Ron  Hacker, 
Sue  Hacker,  Bernie  Kester,  Karen  Lewis,  Debbie  Milleville,  Keegan  O’Neill,  Dwayne  Wood 
Section  10:  Donna  DeLeon,  Robert  DeLeon,  David  Gordon,  Peter  Yoerg 

Section  1 1 :  Rose  Antos,  Valerie  Antos,  Rick  Bacher,  Aaron  Barber,  Sue  Barth,  Alec  Humann,  Sage 
Kadow,  Chris  Kundl,  Tom  Riley,  Jajean  Rose-Burney,  Kevin  Rybczynski,  Richard  Salembier,  Ann 
Sawusch,  James  Sawusch,  Shelley  Seidman,  Amber  Walraven,  Ginnie  Yerkovich 
Section  12:  Paul  Fuhrmann,  Wayne  Gall,  Ed  Hutton,  Meg  Janis,  Joe  Mitchell,  Mike  Morgante,  Sarah 
Piecuch,  Gerald  Thurn,  Jr. 

Section  13:  Sarah  Balduf,  Lisa  Bartlett,  Carol  Britton,  Douglas  Beattie,  Sara  Chase,  Elaine  Dart,  Julia 
Garver,  Tad  Gerace,  Jack  Hartwig,  Bill  Kistner,  Jodi  Laird,  Marc  Mason,  Shannon  Morley,  Jim  Ochterski, 
Michael  Rickard,  Joe  Salvadore,  Jane  Schmieder,  Benjamin  Stone,  Chris  Stone,  Garry  Stone,  James 
Stone,  Ginny  Tiede,  John  Volpe 

Section  14:  Ken  Brandes,  Fred  Harrington,  Mark  Leous,  Patty  Madigan,  Sandy  Radigan,  Sharon  Sisti, 

Nancy  Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan 

Section  15:  Eli  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman 

Section  16:  Tom  Connare 

Section  17:  Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton,  Jim  Landau,  Karen  Landau,  Rick  Thomas,  Jim  Wojewodzki 
Section  19:  Russell  Allen,  Carolyn  Closser,  James  Feglely,  David  Girod,  Jonathan  Meilaender,  Daniel 
Miller,  Eli  Miller,  Jay  Miller,  Reuben  Miller,  Virginia  Norton,  Elizabeth  Oakerson,  Ron  Oakerson,  Phylliss 
Osgood,  Michael  Raybuck,  Ken  Reichman,  Karis  Roberts,  Theresa  Rork,  Linda  Roth,  Marylou 
Rzyrkowski,  Paul  Rzyrkowski,  Carl  Stonemetz,  Larry  Wilson 

Section  20:  Nan  Bowser,  Amy  Choboy,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Thomas  Goetz,  Carol 
Hardenburg,  Terry  Mahoney,  Judy  Mosher,  Terence  Mosher,  Robert  Peterson,  Pam  Rossotto,  Beverly 
Ruska,  John  Ruska,  Keith  Stock,  Gale  VerHague 

Section  21:  Paul  Doran,  Ranjit  Laha,  Steve  Maggio,  Bob  Petroline,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 
Section  22:  Brian  Anderson,  Ranjit  Laha,  Ruth  Lundin,  Linda  Seleen,  William  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell,  Kirk 
Vanstrom 

Section  23:  George  Green,  Ranjit  Laha,  Twan  Leenders,  Bob  Sundell 
Section  24:  Tim  Baird 

Section  25:  Tim  Baird,  Mike  DeSha,  Jeff  Reed,  James  Van  Scoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy 
Section  26:  Russell  Allen,  David  Crowe,  Karl  Schmidt,  Denton  Willett 

Section  27:  Russell  Allen,  Richard  Baker,  Roberta  Baker,  David  Crowe,  Barbara  Kubiak,  Dan  Ramsey, 
Evelyn  Ramsey 

Section  28:  Russell  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Betsy  Brooks,  Mary  Brush,  Jerry  Cartledge,  Mary  Lou 
Cartledge,  Betty  Cheney,  Caiti  Dewey,  Patricia  Eshelman,  Peter  Gradoni,  Sara  Johannes,  Barbara 
Kubiak,  Kathleen  McDonald,  Kathleen  McDonald,  Ann  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Dan  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey, 
Ken  Reichman,  Maureen  Soule,  Tarah  Soule,  Tim  Timbrook 
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Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 

October  8:  Saturday.  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  BOS 

members  are  encouraged  to  participate  Compiler  Marcie 
Jacklin,  mjacklm@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577 

October  12:  Wednesday.  Vaughan  Lecture,  "Exploring  the 
World  of  Birds  through  Media  Specimens",  7  00  -  8  30  PM 

Dr.  Mike  Webster;  Robert  G.  Engel  Professor  of  Ornithology  in 
the  Department  of  Neurobiology  and  Behavior  at  Cornell 
University  and  Director  of  the  Macaulay  Library  at  the  Cornell 
Lab  of  Ornithology  Using  his  own  work  on  Australian  and  North 
American  birds,  as  well  as  research  by  others,  Dr.  Webster  will 
illustrate  how  media  specimens  can  be  used  for  modern  day 
ornithological  research:  research  aimed  at  both  understanding 
and  conserving  birds. 

October  26-29:  Wed-Sat.  Cape  May,  NJ  Birding  Trip.  Leader 
Alec  Humann  We  will  focus  our  time  on  Cape  Island  (south  of 
the  Cape  May  canal)  at  all  the  famous  hotspots  Participants  are 
expected  to  book  their  own  accommodations  as  well  as  travel 
to/around  Cape  May.  All  BOS  members  are  invited 

October  29:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for  fall 
migrants.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners 
This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  and  Route  104,  north  of 
Lockport.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell  (716-604-7701  or 
.cheitbutlerSKSihotmaiLcom). 

November  9:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Gerry  Rising  will 
speak  on  "Cats,  Birds,  and  Us".  Cat  lovers,  animal  shelter 
personnel  and  animal  rights  groups  have  convinced  city  and 
town  governments  across  North  America  to  implement 
programs  that  support  free-ranging  cats  called  Trap-Neuter- 
Release  (TNR)  despite  opposition  to  these  programs  by  scores 
of  scientific  organizations  whose  case  is  based  on  a  wealth  of 
scientific  literature  This  talk  will  identify  problems  free-ranging 
cats  raise  for  birds,  other  wildlife  -  and  us  as  well  -  indicate  why 
TNR  is  the  wrong  approach  to  these  problems  and  suggest 
alternative  responses. 

November  27:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester 
Birding  Association  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00 
AM  at  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the 
old  fort.  Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus, 
or  enhanced  driver’s  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA:  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690,  RSPAHN@prodigy  net):  BOS:  Tom 
O'Donnell  (716-284-5569,  tmodonnell@roadrunner.com 


(Top)  Broad-winged  Hawk  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Orchard  Park  on  April  28th  and  (Bottom)  Yellow-rumped 
(Myrtle)  Warbler  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Chestnut 
Ridge  Park  on  April  29th. 


44 


,  Jhe  Prothonotary 

V 

Buffalo 

f,i  Ornithological 
Society 

Volume  82,  No.  6  June  2016 


THE  MONTH:  May 

Karen  Lee  Lewis 


“As  it  fell  upon  a  day  /  In  the  merry  month  of  May  / 
Sitting  in  a  pleasant  shade  /  Which  a  grove  of  myrtles 
made.”  Richard  Barnfieid 

In  the  month  of  May  birders  do  not  question  why 
they  are  birders.  They  simply  enjoy  the  fact  that  they 
are  birders,  and  look  forward  to  having  31  May  days  to 
bird.  They  sleep  better  knowing  they  have  a  full  tank  of 
gasoline,  and  allow  themselves  a  deeper  level  of 
anticipation  of  migration.  They  study  sky,  ground,  and 
trees  for  mere  glimpses  of  color,  mere  snatches  of 
song,  and  they  measure  the  month  in  miles  travelled, 
field  hours  fulfilled,  black  fly  bites  received,  and  species 
totals  accrued. 

In  western  New  York  during  May  2016  we 
experienced  our  first  90  degree  (Fahrenheit)  reading  of 
the  year,  which  contributed  to  an  area  average  that  was 
a  full  two  degrees  above  normal.  “Much-warmer-than- 
average  temperatures  across  much  of  Alaska,  Canada 
and  Mexico  contributed  to  North  America’s  fourth 
warmest  May  since  continental  records  began  in  1910.” 

The  May  weather  began  with  an  area  of  low 
pressure  that  ushered  in  two  days  of  light  rain.  On  the 
15th  (May  Count  day)  a  cold  front  moved  across  the 
region  resulting  in  a  dusting  of  snow  mixed  with  rain 
and  winds  of  nearly  50  MPH.  It  was  a  bitter  count  day, 
and  the  birds  and  the  birders  were  challenged  by  the 
elements.  By  the  third  week  warming  temperatures  had 
gained  traction,  and  continued  building  until  the  28th 
when  much  needed  showers  and  thunderstorms 
occurred.  Precipitation  was  well  below  normal.  Lake 
Erie  began  the  month  at  43°F  and  ended  at  65°F. 

Here  is  a  selection  of  the  May  rare  bird  sightings 
and  sounds  that  we  enjoyed.  May  1st;  a  group  of  four 
Harlequin  Duck’s  were  observed  by  D’Anna  and  Miles 
offshore  at  Goat  Island.  During  the  month  multiple 
sightings  of  the  Harlequins  were  reported  from  the 
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Karen  Lee  Lewis 

rapids  above  the 
falls. 
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Noteworthy  Records 

May  2nd;  at 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians 

Batavia  Waste 

52 

BOS  May  Count  2016 

Water  Treatment 

Robert  DeLeon,  compiler 

Plant,  another 

56 

Calendar 

Harlequin  Duck 

(Top)  Western  Tanager  photographed  by  Willie  D’Anna  at 
Amherst  State  Park  on  May  7th,  (Middle)  Worm-eating 


Warbler  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Forest  Lawn  on  May 
13th,  and  (Bottom)  Mississippi  Kite  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth  (Left)  and  Marcie  Jacklin  (Right)  at  Mud  Lake  in  Port 
Colbourne,  Canada  on  May  22nd  and  20th  respectively. 


was  observed,  the 
first  ever  reported 
at  that  location,  an 
unusual  inland 
stop-over  for  this 
species. 

May  3rd;  an 
ebird  report  from 
Becky  Harbison, 
and  accompanying 
photograph,  of  an 
early  Short-billed 
Dowitcher  It  was 
spied  in  a  “wet  area 
in  Batavia  west  of 
Rt  98.” 

May  6th;  a 
banded  Piping 
Plover  was 
reported  by  Carol 
Hardenburg  at  the 
Chautauqua 
Institution.  She 
writes  “I  went  to  the 
Bell  Tower  area  and 
was  amazed  to  see 
a  Piping  Plover  on 
the  beach  near  the 
Pier  Building.”  She 
thought  that  it  might 
fit  in  the  palm  of  her 
hand. 

May  7th;  a  very 
exciting  8  AM  text 
alert  and 
photograph  of  a 
male  Western  Tanager  Alan  Baczkiewicz  found  this 
bird  in  his  Williamsville  backyard.  David  Suggs  reminds 
us  that  “there  are  less  than  five  records  of  Western 
Tanager  in  the  BOS  archives.”  The  cardinal-sized  bird 
was  “feeding  among  a  flowering  maple,  ash  and  walnut 
trees  in  three  backyards.”  It  was  later  relocated  by 
Peter  Yoerg  at  Amherst  State  Park  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tennis  courts.  The  Western  Tanager  nests  in  montane 
habitat  throughout  the  western  USA  and  Canada. 

May  13th;  early  morning  at  the  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery,  Humann  and  Barth  observed  a  ground- 
hugging  Worm-eating  Warbler  foraging  through  a 
brush  pile  in  the  dump  area  along  Scajaquada  Creek. 
Humann  notes  that  “It  was  a  very  straightforward  ID  as 
the  small,  plain,  greenish-brown  and  buff  bird  with  dark 
stripes  running  along  the  crown  hopped  around  in  front 
of  us.”  This  bird  remained  in  the  vicinity  for  four  days 
giving  multitudes  the  opportunity  to  make  its 
acquaintance. 

May  15th,  in  the  noon  hour,  T.  Soule  noticed  two 
Common  Redpoll  in  Wellsville,  NY.  The  birds  were 
resting  and  feeding  and  were  observed  for  about  15 
minutes.  On  the  same  day  the  BOS  Bird  Count 
provided  Bill  and  Linda  Seleen  with  an  opportunity  to  ID 
a  Summer  Tanager.  The  next  morning  this  “very  pale 
olive  orange-yellow”  bird  was  relocated  along  the 
mouth  of  Dewittville  Creek,  on  Chautauqua  Lake,  by 


Sundell  and  Berry.  Bob  Sundell  writes  that  “The  bird 
was  remarkably  tame  and  fed  actively  on  newly 
hatched  insects.”  Bob  Peterson  was  similarly  delighted 
to  “find  and  photograph  five  American  White  Pelicans 
along  Lake  Erie  at  Wrights  Beach  in  Dunkirk.”  They 
were  able  to  document  their  sighting  with  a  photograph 
that  clearly  shows  five  birds  rising  in  flight  with  short 
white  tails,  outstretched  black  primaries,  and  long 
orange  bills. 

May  16th;  Don  Belmont  found  a  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  at  Lakeside  Beach  State  Park.  Sightings  of 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  are  becoming  more  frequent  in 
Niagara  County. 

Third  week  of  May;  No  dates  are  available, 
nevertheless  a  notable  “male  Painted  Bunting  was 
photographed  by  Sue  and  George  Anthony.”  It  was 
observed  “visiting  their  feeder  in  the  Town  of  Allegany 
near  Orlean  over  a  three  day  period  during  the  third 
week  of  May.” 

May  19-23;  subadult  Mississippi  Kite  observed  at 
Port  Colborne,  Ontario.  Found  by  Blayne  and  Jean 
Farnan,  this  bird  was  viewed  over  the  course  of  several 
days  at  the  southern  end  of  Mud  Lake.  This  man-made 
wetland  is  a  conservation  area  that  lies  beside  the  Old 
Welland  Canal,  and  is  open  year  round.  The  Kite  is  a 
similar  size  to  the  Peregrine  Falcon,  and  is  also  known 
as  “Mosquito  Hawk,  Blue  Snake-hawk,  Hovering  Kite 
and  Locust-eater.” 

May  22nd;  early  afternoon,  brought  Charles  and 
Nicholas  Militello  a  shock.  Overhead,  flying  low  and 
slow,  was  a  “prehistoric  looking”  seabird  —  the 
American  White  Pelican.  They  initially  thought  that 
this  bird  might  be  an  escapee  from  the  Buffalo  Zoo. 
Having  previous  experience  with  this  bird  from 
residence  in  Florida,  they  noted  that  it  was  flying  in  the 
direction  of  Lake  Erie,  toward  Unity  (Squaw)  Island. 

May  31st;  Sue  Barth  was  rewarded  with  a  sighting 
of  the  "most  abundant  grebe  in  the  world.”  She  advised 
via  text  alert  that  she  had  seen  an  Eared  Grebe,  in 
breeding  plumage,  with  a  group  of  Ruddy  Ducks  at 
Batavia  Water  Treatment  Plant.  This  remarkable  bird  is 
flightless  for  nine  to  ten  months  of  the  year,  “the  longest 
flightless  period  of  any  bird  in  the  world  capable  of  flight 
at  all.”  Mike  Morgante  notes  that  it  would  be  tough  to 
determine  if  this  bird  “was  ‘coming  or  going.”’  It  is  an 
early  sighting  for  this  species. 

In  summary,  we  close  the  month  May  with  wise 
words  from  Roger  Tory  Peterson.  “  The  truth  of  the 
matter  is,  the  birds  could  very  well  live  without  us.  but 
many  -  perhaps  all  —  of  us  would  find  life  incomplete, 
indeed  almost  intolerable  without  the  birds." 

References: 

Buffalo  National  Weather  Service 

NOAA,  National  Centers  for  Environmental 

Information 

WNY  Bird  Alert 

ibird  Pro 

Genesee  listserve 

The  Kingbird,  Mike  Morgante’s  "Region  1  —  Niagara 

Frontier” 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers* 

Brant 

i;  2 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence  et  al 

u 

14-16 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Black;  Roy,  B&J  Farnan 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Van  Keuren 

u 

7L 

1 

Amherst 

Salembier 

Wood  Duck 

20 

71 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Shoveler 

1;  19 

40;  20 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Harbison 

Northern  Pintail 

6 

28 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

25 

2 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Green-winged  Teal 

6 

76 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Redhead 

31 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien,  Barth 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5 

34 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Greater  Scaup 

5 

4 

Batavia  WWTP 

Daniels 

Lesser  Scaup 

4;  31 

47;  1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Wood 

Harlequin  Duck 

2-10 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

M.  Tetlow  et  al 

u 

1;  17,  19 

4;  4,  2 

Goat  Island 

Miles;  D'Anna 

Surf  Scoter 

9 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Bergeson 

u 

10 

1 

Point  Breeze 

D'Anna,  Morien 

White-winged  Scoter 

i;  2 

15;  20 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence  et  al;  M.  Tetlow 

u 

20 

4 

Porter 

D'Anna 

it 

28 

8 

Carlton 

A.  Guthrie,  Wood 

Long-tailed  Duck 

12 

295 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

H 

20 

45 

Porter 

D'Anna 

Bufflehead 

2 

140 

Batavia  WWTP 

M.  Tetlow 

Common  Goldeneye 

9 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Bergeson 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

14 

173 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

u 

14 

129 

Carlton 

Morien 

14 

88 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Ruddy  Duck 

3;  30 

140;  20 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Wood 

Red-throated  Loon 

12 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

u 

20 

2 

Porter 

D'Anna 

u 

28 

1 

Yates 

A.  Guthrie,  Wood 

Common  Loon 

28 

13 

Carlton 

A.  Guthrie,  Wood 

u 

28 

13 

Yates 

A.  Guthrie,  Wood 

Horned  Grebe 

8 

5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Sucy 

(i 

18 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Purcell,  McGann 

Red-necked  Grebe 

9 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Bergeson 

Eared  Grebe 

31 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien,  Barth 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

9 

358 

Ellery 

Seleen 

u 

17 

240 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

u 

26 

445 

Tonawanda 

Humann 

American  White  Pelican 

22 

1 

Buffalo 

C&N  Militello 

American  Bittern 

25 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Barth 

a 

27 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Least  Bittern 

4F;  28 

i;  4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  A.  Guthrie,  Wood 

u 

30 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wood 

Great  Blue  Heron 

20 

83 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Great  Egret 

6;  26 

44;  38 

Tonawanda 

Coleman;  Humann 
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Species 

u 

Turkey  Vulture 
Osprey 

Mississippi  Kite 

Bald  Eagle 

u 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Broad-winged  Hawk 
Virginia  Rail 

u 

Sora 

u 

Common  Gallinule 

it 

Sandhill  Crane 

tt 

Black-bellied  Plover 


Semipalmated  Plover 

tt 

Piping  Plover 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Solitary  Sandpiper 

u 

u 

u 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

M 

Willet 

a 

a 

a 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Upland  Sandpiper 
Whimbrel 
Ruddy  Turnstone 

tc 

Sanderling 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

a 

Least  Sandpiper 

tt 

ii 

it 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

it 

it 

a 

Dunlin 

tt 

tt 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

ii 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 

tt 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

tt 

ii 

Glaucous  Gull 
Caspian  Tern 


May  Number 


20 

27 

6,7 

149,  139 

4 

11 

19-23 

1 

4 

33 

12 

7 

4 

246 

4 

902 

1 

2 

21 

2 

1 

2 

4,  7 

4 

12 

26 

28 

1 

25 

2 

20;  28 

3 

18F 

1 

19;  30 

1 

24 

2 

10F;  20 

3;  41 

12;  28 

18;  30 

6 

1 

20 

27 

9 

7 

13 

6 

18 

6 

24L 

1 

1;  15 

21;  15 

1 

14 

IF 

7 

IF 

3 

2 

5 

17 

1 

10 

72 

21;  22 

3;  4 

24 

3 

5F,  24 

1,  5 

19 

1 

30F 

1 

12F 

2 

27 

30 

IF;  9 

2;  80 

12 

449 

13 

134 

15 

100 

18F 

1 

22 

1 

24 

2 

26 

1 

9 

10 

20 

12 

24 

115 

2F;  3 

1 

9 

1 

30 

1 

6 

37 

8,  10 

57,  41 

1 

1 

1 

1 

24 

2 

15 

1 

1;  8,  14 

43,  55,  38 

2 

52 

10 

65 

Location 

Iroquois  NWR 
Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Port  Colborne,  Ont. 
Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Iroquois  NWR 
Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Hamburg  Hawk  Watch 
Pomfret 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Jamestown  Audubon 
Iroquois  NWR 
Watts  Flats  WMA 
Jamestown 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia 

Batavia  WWTP 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Batavia 
Iroquois  NWR 
Chautauqua  Institution 
Batavia  WWTP 
Randolph 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Chautauqua 
Batavia  WWTP 
Newstead 
Batavia  WWTP 
Point  Breeze 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Ellery 

Batavia  WWTP 
Tillman  Rd.  WMA 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Conewango  Swamp  WMA 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia 
Batavia 

Rock  Point  PP,  Ont. 
Chautauqua 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Batavia 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ont. 
Unity  (Squaw)  Island 
Ellery 

Goat  Island 
Shelby 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 
Ellery 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Point  Breeze 


Observerfs) 

Morien 

Landau 

Landau 

B&J  Farnan  et  al 

Landau 

Morien 

Landau 

Landau 

VerHague 

Barth 

Lawrence 

Tome 

Morien 

Berry,  Stineman 
Seleen 

Morien;  Wood,  A.  Guthrie 
McGann,  Purcell 
Harbison;  Wood 
Yoerg 

Gyllenhaal,  Rubenstein;  Barth 

Morien;  Laird 

Hardenburg 

Barth 

Henshaw 

Morien 

Morien 

VerHague 

Lawrence;  Gyllenhal.  Rubenstein 

Mitchell 

Barth  et  al 

Barth,  Lawrence 

VerHague 

Vanstrom;  Barth 

Gyllenhaal,  Rubenstein 

R.  Guthrie;  Thomas 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Walters 

Wood 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 
Lenz  et  al 

Barth,  Lawrence;  Morien 

Morien 

Morien 

McGann 

McGann,  Purcell 

D'Anna,  Barth 

VerHague 

Bemont 

Morien 

Morien 

Yoerg 

Tetlow;  Powell;  Harbison 

Bemont;  Gullo 

Roy,  Ahara 

Coleman 

Seleen 

Miles,  Mattie 

Van  Keuren 

Vandermeulen 

Kerr,  Pastrano 

Stineman;  Seleen 

VerHague 

D'Anna,  Morien 
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Species 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers) 

Black  Tern 

1 

1 

North  Harmony 

Vanstrom 

u 

1 

2 

Newstead 

Mitchell 

44 

7 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

D'Anna 

44 

18,  19 

2,  1 

Ellery 

Seleen 

44 

28 

31 

Iroquois  NWR 

A.  Guthrie.  Wood 

Common  Tern 

2 

65 

Batavia  WWTP 

M.  Tetlow 

44 

9 

72 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

44 

18,  22 

180,  134 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Humann 

Forster’s  Tern 

1,2 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence  et  al 

44 

17 

3 

Ellery 

Barth 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

11 F 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

VerHague 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

11 F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Rose-Burney 

Common  Nighthawk 

12F 

1 

Buffalo 

Gordon 

44 

27 

8 

Orchard  Park 

Barth 

44 

28 

6 

Clarence 

Morgante 

44 

28 

25 

Dunkirk 

Sanden 

Eastern  Whip-poor-will 

6F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Light,  Johnson 

44 

28 

3 

Port  Colborne,  Ont, 

Yoerg 

Chimney  Swift 

8 

300 

Tonawanda 

Kundl 

44 

11 

50 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Rose-Burney 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

IF 

1 

Ellery 

Seleen,  Lundin 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

28 

3 

Emery  Park 

Barth 

44 

11;  29 

3;  4 

Point  Gratiot 

Goetz;  Lenz,  Walker 

44 

17 

1 

Olcott 

Weber 

44 

18 

1 

Akron 

Diamond 

Merlin 

29 

4 

Chautauqua 

Lenz,  Walker 

44 

29 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

31 

2 

Olean 

Reed 

Peregrine  Falcon 

4 

1 

Buffalo 

Rybczynski  et  al 

44 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Rose-Burney 

44 

12 

1 

Fredonia 

VerHague 

44 

20 

1 

Grand  Island 

Humann 

44 

26 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

11 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Barton  et  al 

44 

11 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Sawusch 

44 

28 

1 

Emery  Park 

Holmes 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

12F 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

44 

12F 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Thomas 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

14F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier  et  al 

44 

19 

1 

Charlotte 

VerHague 

44 

25 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Sawusch 

29 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D'Anna 

44 

31 

1 

West  Almond 

Beattie 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

14F 

1 

Chautauqua 

Vanstrom 

44 

21 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Alder  Flycatcher 

20 

1 

Stockton 

VerHague 

44 

20 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

44 

20 

1 

Alabama 

Rybczynski 

Willow  Flycatcher 

12F 

1 

Forestville 

VerHague 

44 

12F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Least  Flycatcher 

5 

1 

Aurora 

Holmes 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

13F 

3 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier  et  al 

44 

17 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

7F 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Tome 

44 

7F 

1 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

44 

7F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Walraven 

Fish  Crow 

4-6 

2-6 

Port  Weller  West  Pier 

Black  et  al 

Common  Raven 

7;  30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  Wood 

Purple  Martin 

18,  25 

66,  71 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien,  Williams 

Bank  Swallow 

16 

90 

Porter 

D'Anna 

Cliff  Swallow 

2 

45 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Humann 

44 

24 

50 

Times  Beach 

Kerr 

Barn  Swallow 

2 

335 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Humann 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

26L 

1 

Attica 

Morien,  Beattie 
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Species 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

★ 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

13F 

1 

Wilson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

it 

15 

1 

Whitesville 

Reichman 

it 

19 

2 

Charlotte 

VerHague 

★ 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

9F 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier;  Sawusch 

u 

9F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Harbison;  Rybczynski 

Hermit  Thrush 

23L 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Kerr 

American  Pipit 

4 

24 

Elba 

Barth 

it 

6 

5 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

a 

14 

1 

Aurora 

Hayes 

★ 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

13-16 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann  et  al 

★ 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

2F 

1 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Sharon 

a 

8;  10 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Sawusch;  Salembier 

a 

9 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier  et  al 

a 

13 

1 

Tonawanda 

Kundl 

it 

13,  14 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Jacklin,  Seburn 

★ 

“Brewster’s”  Warbler 

12 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Potter,  D'Anna,  Morien 

★ 

“Lawrence’s”  Warbler 

4 

1 

Ashford 

J.  Rosenburg 

★ 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Kerr,  Prastaro 

★ 

Tennessee  Warbler 

5F 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wasilco 

it 

5F 

2 

Aurora 

Holmes 

it 

9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thomas 

tt 

9 

3 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

8 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna,  Morien 

a 

15 

1 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

ii 

15 

2 

Middleport 

Dennis 

★ 

Mourning  Warbler 

8F 

2 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

VerHague 

it 

11 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier 

ti 

11 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D'Anna 

★ 

Hooded  Warbler 

2F 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

ii 

2F 

2 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

★ 

Cape  May  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Tome 

tt 

4F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Mudd 

★ 

Cerulean  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Barth 

a 

4F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Powell 

★ 

Magnolia  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Ward 

Brooks 

ii 

IF 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Gall 

★ 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Jamestown 

Seleen 

it 

9 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

ti 

20 

9 

Wilson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

★ 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

7F 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Callesto 

tt 

9 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Kerr;  Yoerg 

★ 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

14F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Yoerg  et  al 

ii 

29 

1 

Chautauqua 

Lenz,  Walker 

Prairie  Warbler 

8 

1 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Roy,  B&J  Farnan 

tt 

11 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Salembier,  Powell 

tt 

12 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Black,  Salisbury 

★ 

Canada  Warbler 

7F 

3 

Alma 

Reichman 

tt 

7F 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

VerHague 

★ 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Humann  et  al 

★ 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

8F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna,  Morien 

ii 

15 

2 

Batavia 

Beattie 

ti 

16 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter,  D'Anna 

it 

16;  20;  21 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont;  Spahn;  Barth 

a 

21 

1 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

it 

22 

1 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

ti 

24 

2 

Olcott 

Kerr,  Harbison 

Vesper  Sparrow 

10 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

ii 

30;  31 

1 

Barre 

Wood;  Morien 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

6;  30 

2;  1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague;  Goetz 

a 

18;  31 

2 

Tillman  Rd.  WMA 

Barth;  Humann 

it 

7 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Fox  Sparrow 

2L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Walraven 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Grand  Island 

Thomas 

ti 

4 

1 

Wilson 

Potter 
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SDecies 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

it 

17 

5 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Yoerg 

u 

25L 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

30L 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Wood 

Summer  Tanaaer 

15-17 

1 

Chautauqua 

Seleen;  Berry;  Barth 

Scarlet  Tanager 

2 

1 

Ellicott 

Smith 

it 

2 

2 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Western  Tanaaer 

3-7 

1 

Rushford 

Bliss 

u 

7 

1 

Williamsville 

Baczkiewicz  et  al 

Indigo  Bunting 

3F 

2 

Ellery 

Seleen 

4 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barth 

Painted  Buntina 

18-20 

1 

Allegany 

S&G  Anthony 

Rusty  Blackbird 

25L 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Jackin  et  al 

Orchard  Oriole 

2F 

1 

Gerry 

Stineman 

M 

3 

1 

Ellery 

Seleen 

U 

10 

3 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

Pine  Siskin 

1-15 

20 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

u 

2 

18 

Jamestown 

Saxton 

u 

3 

20 

Aurora 

Holmes 

it 

8 

15 

Sheldon 

Somerville 

(( 

17 

10 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016 
Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016: 


214 

52 

266 


y.f  ~ 
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Sti.'*  


(Clockwise  from  Top  Left)  Eared 
Grebe  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Batavia  WWTP  on  May  31st,  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  photographed  by 
Van  Keuren  at  Shelby  on  May  1st-, 
Summer  Tanager  photographed  by 
Sue  Barth  at  Chautauqua  Lake  on  May 
17th,  Ruddy  Turnstone  photographed 
by  Sue  Barth  at  Batavia  WWTP  on  May 
20th,  Eastern  Whip-poor-will 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Forest 
Lawn  on  May  5th,  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  photographed  by  Don 
Bemont  at  Lakeside  Beach  SP  on  May 
16th,  Painted  Bunting  photographed 
by  Sue  and  George  Anthony  at 
Allegany  on  May  18-20,h,  and  a  Short¬ 
billed  Dowitcher  photographed  by 
Harbison  at  Batavia  WWTP  on  May  3rd 
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Report  of  the  2016  Annual  B.O.S.  May  Bird  Count 


Date:  May  15,  2016  Compiler:  Robert  L.  DeLeon 

Weather  Synopsis 

Unseasonably  cold  with  occasional  snow  flurries;  snow  accumulation  was  a  trace. 

Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport 


Sunrise:  5:51 

AM  EDT 

Sunset 

:  8:31  PM 

EDT 

Time 

Temp 

Dew  Pt 

Humid 

Pressure 

Vis 

Wind 

Dir 

Wind 

Speed 

Conditions 

12:54  AM 

43. OF 

28.0  °F 

56% 

29.81  in 

10.0  mi 

WNW 

12.7  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

1:54  AM 

41  OF 

26.1  °F 

55% 

29.82  in 

10.0  mi 

WNW 

18  4  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

2:54  AM 

39.9F 

28.0  °F 

63% 

29.82  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

12.7  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

3:54  AM 

39. OF 

26.1  °F 

60% 

29  82  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

12.7  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

4:54  AM 

37.9F 

27.0  °F 

65% 

29.83  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

15.0  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

5:54  AM 

37.9F 

25.0  °F 

60% 

29.83  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

13.8  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

6:54  AM 

37.9F 

26.1  °F 

62% 

29.85  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

17.3  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

7:54  AM 

37. 9F 

26.1  °F 

62% 

29.86  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

17.3  mph 

Overcast 

8:54  AM 

39. OF 

27.0  °F 

62% 

29.87  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

16.1  mph 

Overcast 

9:54  AM 

39. OF 

27.0  °F 

62% 

29.88  in 

10.0  mi 

WNW 

19.6  mph 

Overcast 

10:02  AM 

39. OF 

27.0  °F 

62% 

29.86  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

19.6  mph 

Overcast 

10:45  AM 

41. OF 

27.0  °F 

57% 

29.86  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

17.3  mph 

Overcast 

10:54  AM 

41. OF 

27.0  °F 

57% 

29.88  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

18.4  mph 

Overcast 

11:54  AM 

44. IF 

27.0  °F 

51% 

29.88  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

19.6  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

12:54  PM 

46. OF 

25.0  °F 

44% 

29.87  in 

10.0  mi 

West 

21.9  mph 

Mostly  Cloudy 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  w  ith  the  number  of  indiv  iduals  tabulated.  Bold  face  names 
indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verification  forms  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration, 
*  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses. 


Geese-Herons 

Canada  Goose 

3663 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 1 

Brant 

1  (2) 

Common  Merganser 

39 

Mute  Swan 

9 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

583 

Tundra  Swan 

1  (18) 

Ruddy  Duck 

30 

Wood  Duck 

246 

Unspecified  waterfowl 

5 

52 


Gadwall 

7 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

7 

American  Wigeon 

26 

Ruffed  Grouse 

8 

American  Black  Duck 

7 

(10,1 1,13) 

Wild  Turkev 

J 

98 

Mallard 

670 

Common  Loon 

12 

Blue- winged  Teal 

8 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

4 

(5.10) 

Northern  Shoveler 

30 

(2,10,13) 

American  White  Pelican 

* 

5 

(20) 

Green-winged  Teal 

8 

(5) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

3228 

Redhead 

7 

(1.9,13) 

American  Bittern 

1 

GO) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

(2) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

314 

Lesser  Scaup 

4 

(13,20) 

Great  Egret 

81 

White-winged  Scoter 

224 

(1,3) 

Green  Heron 

29 

Long-tailed  Duck 

349 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

71 

Buttle  head 

16 

Vultures-Cranes 

Turkey  Vulture 

537 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

157 

Black  Vulture 

1 

(3) 

American  Kestrel 

48 

Osprey 

39 

Peregrine  Falcon 

21 

(2,9,1  1) 

Bald  Eagle 

40 

Unspecified  hawks 

2 

Northern  Harrier 

-y 

3 

(2,4,20) 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

(9,13) 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

12 

Sora 

1 

(22) 

Cooper's  Hawk 

13 

Common  Gallinule 

2 

(1,7,10) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

9 

American  Coot 

5 

(7,10,11) 

Broad-w  inged  Hawk 

10 

Sandhill  Crane 

5 

(7,10) 

Plovers  -  Terns 

Semipalmated  Plover 

2 

(U7) 

American  Woodcock 

6 

Killdeer 

210 

Unspecified  shorebirds 

17 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

10 

(13) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

272 

(3.9,21) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

26 

Ring-billed  Gull 

5042 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

14 

Herring  Gull 

451 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

92 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

(3) 

Upland  Sandpiper 

3 

(2,10) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

(2.9) 

Whimbrel 

*F  15 

(7) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

9 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

53 

(2,9,10) 

Unspecified  gulls 

138 

Least  Sandpiper 

191 

Caspian  Tern 

181 

Dunlin 

6 

(13) 

Common  Tern 

1098 

Wilson's  Snipe 

1 

(10) 

Black  Tern 

38 

(10,13) 

Pigeons-S  wallows 

Rock  Pigeon 

844 

Least  Flycatcher 

23 

Mourning  Dove 

903 

Unspecified  Empidonax 

6 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

4 

(5,12,13) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

107 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

1 

(5) 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

92 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

12 

(4,9,23) 

Eastern  Kingbird 

138 

Great  Horned  Owl 

9 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

1 1 

Barred  Owl 

4 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

17 

Chimney  Swift 

73 

Warbling  Vireo 

121 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

117 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

4 

(5.1  1,13) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

36 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

88 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

15 

Blue  Jay 

796 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

195 

American  Crow 

1650 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

43 

Common  Raven 

29 

Downy  Woodpecker 

238 

Horned  Lark 

78 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

96 

Purple  Martin 

322 

Northern  Flicker 

262 

Tree  Swallow 

3313 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

26 

Bank  Swallow 

544 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

9 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

618 

Yellow-belied  Flycatcher 

2 

(3,11) 

Cliff  Swallow 

337 

Alder  Flycatcher 

*F  1 

(17) 

Barn  Swallow 

5357 

53 


I  (24) 


Willow  Flycatcher 


Tits-Waxwings 


Black-capped  Chickadee 

594 

Eastern  Bluebird 

202 

Tufted  Titmouse 

95 

Veery 

58 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

26 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1 

(28) 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

133 

Swainson's  Thrush 

17 

Brown  Creeper 

10 

Hermit  Thrush 

18 

Carolina  Wren 

16 

Wood  Thrush 

103 

House  Wren 

209 

American  Robin 

5187 

Winter  Wren 

6 

(14.17,20) 

Gray  Catbird 

714 

Marsh  Wren 

4 

(5.7) 

Northern  Mockingbird 

46 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

4 

(17,22,27) 

Brown  Thrasher 

58 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

30 

European  Starling 

5884 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

31 

American  Pipit 

1 

(10) 

Cedar  Waxw  ing 

185 

Warblers 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

52 

Prairie  Warbler 

2 

(18) 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

2 

(12,13) 

Palm  Warbler 

25 

Tennessee  Warbler 

89 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

30 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

6 

(1  1,13,22) 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

86 

Nashville  Warbler 

40 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

32 

Northern  Parula 

32 

American  Redstart 

186 

Yellow  Warbler 

921 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

1 

(ID 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

133 

Ovenbird 

100 

Magnolia  Warbler 

103 

Northern  Waterthrush 

28 

Cape  May  Warbler 

36 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

5 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

66 

Mourning  Warbler 

8 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

351 

Common  Yellowthroat 

296 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

65 

Hooded  Warbler 

56 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

87 

Wilson's  Warbler 

7 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

1 

(ID 

Canada  Warbler 

3 

(1 1,20,26) 

Pine  Warbler 

21 

. Unspecified  warblers 

3 

Tanagers-  House  Sparrows 

Scarlet  Tanager 

81 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

421 

Summer  Tanager 

* 

1 

(21) 

Indigo  Bunting 

108 

Eastern  Towhee 

134 

Bobolink 

241 

Chipping  Sparrow' 

634 

Northern  Cardinal 

612 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

3 

(4,18) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

5193 

Field  Sparrow 

78 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

223 

Vesper  Sparrow 

4 

(8.13,19) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

9 

Savannah  Sparrow 

65 

Common  Grackle 

2781 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1 

(10) 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

823 

Fox  Sparrow 

L 

1 

(9) 

Orchard  Oriole 

15 

Song  Sparrow' 

982 

Baltimore  Oriole 

692 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

4 

(3,1 1,20) 

Purple  Finch 

127 

Swamp  Sparrow 

53 

House  Finch 

197 

White-throated  Sparrow 

50 

Common  Redpoll 

2 

(28) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

140 

Pine  Siskin 

81 

Unspecified  sparrows 

17 

American  Goldfinch 

2152 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

156 

House  Sparrow 

1 345 

SUMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  species  observed:  202  (above  average) 

Total  individual  birds  observed:  69,065  (well  below  average) 

Number  of  observers:  220 

COMMENTS:  The  20 1 6  May  count  was  surprisingly  good  with  an  above  average  number  of  species  observed  in  spite  of  the  dismal 

weather.  The  low  total  number  of  individuals  observed  continued  its  downward  trend  in  recent  years. 
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HIGHEST  COUNTS  FOR  2016  (COMPARED  TO  1965-2016) 

The  following  species  recorded  the  highest  count  in  2016:  American  white  Pelican  (5),  Peregrine  Falcon  (21 ),  Sandhill 
Crane  (5),  Eastern  Screech-Owl  (12). 

HIGH  COUNTS  FOR  2016  (COMPARED  TO  1965-2016) 

The  following  species  recorded  a  high  count  in  2016  which  was  2  standard  deviations  above  their  average  count  for 
1965-2016:  Northern  Shoveler  (30),  White-w  inged  Scoter  (224),  Osprey  (39),  Bald  Eagle  (40),  Cliff  Swallow  (337), 
Northern  Mockingbird  (46),  Northern  Parula  (32),  Pine  Warbler  (21), 

LOW  COUNTS  FOR  2016  (COMPARED  TO  1965-2016) 

The  following  species  recorded  a  low  count  in  2016  which  was  2  standard  deviations  below  their  average  count  for 
1 965-20 1 6:  Killdeer  (2 1 0),  Yellow  Warbler  (92 1 ). 

LOWEST  COUNTS  FOR  2016  (COMPARED  TO  1965-2016) 

The  following  species  recorded  the  lowest  count  in  2016:  Wilson’s  Snipe  ( 1 ),  Belted  Kingfisher  (39),  Eastern  Wood 
Pewee  (9).  Wood  Thrush  (103),  Savannah  Sparrow  (65),  Swamp  Sparrow  (53),  Bobolink  (241). 

NOTABLE  SPECIES  MISSING  FROM  THE  COUNT  FOR  2016 

The  following  species  were  missing  from  the  2016  count:  Greater  Scaup,  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Pectoral  Sandpiper. 
Common  Nighthawk,  Cerulean  Warbler. 

NOTABLE  RARE  SIGHTINGS  FOR  2016 

Whimbrel  (12),  Summer  Tanager  (1 ),  Worm-eating  Warbler  ( 1 ),  American  White  Pelican  (5),  Black  Vulture  ( 1 ). 

OBSERVERS  (Section  compilers  are  printed  in  bold  face.): 

Section  1:  Kathy  Ellis.  Lynne  Landon,  Bev  Sevier.  Nancy  Smith. 

Section  2:  Brian  Ahara,  John  Black.  Philip  Downey,  Bev  Hadler.  Jean  Hampson.  Bob  Highcock.  Judie  Robins.  Kayo  Roy.  Loretta  Shields.  John 
Stevens.  Katherine  Stoltz.  Rick  Young 

Section  3:  Peg  Clukey.  Willie  D'Anna.  Marilyn  Feurstein.  David  Gordon.  Art  Hannah.  Tom  Kerr.  David  Muller.  Betsy  Potter.  Anita  Wierzba.  Martha 
Welte,  John  Welte 

Section  4:  Julie  Eberhart.  Neal  Gordon.  Karen  Lee  Lewis.  Glenn  T.  Martin.  Scott  Palka.  Holly  Sweeney.  Jonathan  W'eber.  Rachael  Strong  Wilson 
Section  5:  Morgan  Jones,  Celeste  Morien.  Thomas  Morien.  Margaret  Partridge.  James  Rozanski.  Elizabeth  Wells 

Section  6:  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie 
Section  7:  Joseph  Fell 

Section  8:  Peter  BonEnfant.  Lorraine  Brown-Joyce.  Lynda  Goodridge.  Marcie  Jacklin.  Bob  Manson.  Dawn  Pierrynowski.  Tim  Seburn 
Section  9:  Ann  Enger.  Dave  Friedrich.  Mike  Galas.  Ron  Hacker.  Sue  Hacker.  Christopher  Hollister.  Bernie  Kester.  Keegan  O'Neil.  Scott  Meier.  Debra 
Milleville.  Gerry  Rising.  Dwayne  Woods 
Section  10:  Donna  V.  DeLeon.  Robert  L.  DeLeon 

Section  1 1:  Rose  Antos.  Valerie  Antos.  Sue  Barth.  Debbie  Eldridge.  Chris  Gainey.  Susan  O'Donnell.  Thomas  O'Donnell.  Danielle  Pecoraro.  Fran  Rew. 

Richard  Salembier.  Adam  Schmidt.  Priscilla  Sedgwick.  Shelly  Seidman.  Sharon  Sisti.  Cy  Yerkovich.  Ginnie  Yerkovich 
Section  12:  Mark  Cassel.  Paul  Fuhrmann.  Denise  Goulding.  Mike  Morgante.  Christina  Rockwell.  Gerald  Thurn  Jr. 

Section  13:  Sarah  Balduf.  Doug  Beattie.  Sharon  Beattie.  Sara  Chase.  Elaine  Dart.  Julia  Garver.  Tad  Gerace.  Mike  Glowka.  Jack  Hartwig.  Bill  Kistner. 

Jodi  Laird.  Marc  Mason.  Jim  Ochterski.  Michael  Rickard.  Jane  Schmieder.  Gary  Stone,  Ginny  Tiede 
Section  14:  Ken  Brandes.  Caroline  Goff.  Tim  Goff.  Fred  Harrington,  Glena  Leous.  Mark  Leous.  Sandy  Radigan.  Nancy  Vigyikan.  Paul  Vigyikan 

Section  15:  Eli  Coleman.  Seaghan  Coleman 
Section  16:  Thomas  Connare.  George  Robbins 
Section  17:  Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton.  Jim  Landau.  Karen  Landau.  Rick  Thomas 

Section  19:  Ida  Chase.  Carolyn  Closser.  James  Fegley.  David  Girod.  Gerald  Me  Glynn.  Dan  Merritt.  Meg  Merritt.  Clara  Miller.  Jay  Miller.  Norman 

Miller.  Reuben  Miller,  Elizabeth  Oakerson.  Sarah  Phillips,  Michael  Raybuck.  Karis  Roberts,  Theresa  Rork,  Carol  Stonemetz.  Larry  Wilson. 
Simon  Yoder 

Section  20:  Paul  Baglia.  Nan  Bowser.  Sylvia  Clarke.  Paul  Farver.  Joanne  Goetz.  Tom  Goetz.  Carol  Hardenburg.  Terence  Mahoney.  Judy  Mosher.  Tern 
Mosher,  Bob  Peterson.  Beverly  Ruska.  John  Ruska.  Keith  Stock.  Gale  VerHague 
Section  21:  Ranjit  Laha.  Steve  Maggio,  Pat  Morton.  Bob  Petroline.  Bill  Seleen.  Linda  Seleen.  Tom  Simmons.  Bob  Sundell 
Section  22:  Jim  Berry,  Man  Berry.  John  Brysacz,  Ranjit  Laha.  Ruth  Lundin.  Bob  Sundell,  Kirk  Vanstrom 
Section  23:  Ranjit  Laha.  Bob  Sundell 
Section  24:  Tim  Baird,  Mike  De  Sha.  Madeline  Miles 

Section  25:  Tim  Baird.  Lisa  Chapman.  Michael  DeSha.  Jeff  Reed,  Jim  Van  Scoy.  Regina  Van  Scoy 
Section  26:  Russell  Allen,  Karl  Schmidt,  Denton  Willett 

Section  27:  Russell  Allen.  Dick  Baker,  Roberta  Baker,  Alison  Dickinson.  Jerry  Dickinson.  Joyce  Ermer.  Mike  Lrmer,  Jackie  Merrick,  Dan  Ramsey  . 
Evelyn  Ramsey.  W  ilma  Sanford.  Barbara  Savins.  Bob  Savins 

Section  28:  Russell  Allen.  Dan  Babcock.  Kathy  Babcock.  Fred  Beckhorn.  Sue  Beckhorn.  Mary  Brush.  Linda  Butts,  Jerry  Cartledge.  Mary-Lou 
Cartledge.  Betty  Chaney.  Diane  Converso.  Gary  Cornell.  Luann  Cornell.  Caiti  Dewey,  Pat  Erselman.  Peter  Gradoni.  Sarah  Johannes, 
Kathleen  Mac  Donald.  Ralph  Paterson,  Ann  Pipal.  Robert  Pipal.  Dan  Ramsey.  Evely  n  Ramsey,  Ken  Reichman,  Earnest  Rositzke.  Joy  Serio. 
Terah  Soule,  Tim  Timbrook 
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Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 

If  you  haven't  seen  our  new  BOS  website  yet,  please 
check  it  out!  Once  you're  there,  create  your  BOS 
membership  web  account  (http:// 
•www.buffaloornitholoaicalsocietv.ora/Web- 

Reaistration.aspx)  to  access  a  online  Member 
Directory,  past  issues  of  The  Prothonotary,  BOS 
meeting  minutes,  and  more.  Be  sure  to  review  your 
member  profile  too,  to  ensure  your  email,  mailing 
address,  phone  #,  and  other  information  and 
preferences  are  up-to-date. 

October  8:  Saturday.  BOS  Annual  October  Count.  BOS 

members  are  encouraged  to  participate.  Compiler:  Marcie 
Jacklin,  mjacklin@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577. 

October  12:  Wednesday.  Vaughan  Lecture,  "Exploring  the 
World  of  Birds  through  Media  Specimens",  7:00  -  8:30  PM. 
Dr.  Mike  Webster;  Robert  G.  Engel  Professor  of  Ornithology  in 
the  Department  of  Neurobiology  and  Behavior  at  Cornell 
University  and  Director  of  the  Macaulay  Library  at  the  Cornell 
Lab  of  Ornithology.  Dr.  Webster  will  illustrate  how  media 
specimens  can  be  used  for  modern  day  ornithological  research: 
research  aimed  at  both  understanding  and  conserving  birds. 


October  26-29:  Wed-Sat.  Cape  May,  NJ  Birding  Trip.  Leader: 
Alec  Humann.  We  will  focus  our  time  on  Cape  Island  (south  of 
the  Cape  May  canal)  at  all  the  famous  hotspots.  Participants  are 
expected  to  book  their  own  accommodations  as  well  as  travel 
to/around  Cape  May.  All  BOS  members  are  invited. 

October  29:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip  for  fall 
migrants.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's  Corners. 

This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  and  Route  104,  north  of 
Lockport.  Leader:  Joe  Mitchell  (716-604-7701  or 
rhettbutler81@hotmail.com). 

November  9:  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Gerry  Rising  will 
speak  on  "Cats,  Birds,  and  Us".  Cat  lovers,  animal  shelter 
personnel  and  animal  rights  groups  have  convinced  city  and 
town  governments  across  North  America  to  implement 
programs  that  support  free-ranging  cats  called  Trap-Neuter- 
Release  (TNR)  despite  opposition  to  these  programs  by  scores 
of  scientific  organizations  whose  case  is  based  on  a  wealth  of 
scientific  literature.  This  talk  will  identify  problems  free-ranging 
cats  raise  for  birds,  other  wildlife  -  and  us  as  well  -  indicate  why 
TNR  is  the  wrong  approach  to  these  problems  and  suggest 
alternative  responses. 

November  27:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester 
Birding  Association  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00 
AM  at  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the 
old  fort.  Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus, 
or  enhanced  driver’s  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA:  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690,  RSPAHN@.prodigy,net);  BOS:  Tom 
O'Donnell  (716-284-5569,  tmodonnell@roadrunner.com. 


American  White  Pelicans  photographed 
by  Peterson  at  Dunkirk  on  May  15th. 
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THE  MONTH:  June 

Michael  DeSha 


According  to  the  National  Weather  Service,  June 
was  “a  warm  and  dry  month.”  Dry  weather  and  above¬ 
normal  temperatures  in  May  continued  into  June. 

Fronts  moving  through  the  area  brought  needed  rain  on 
the  2nd,  5th,  and  15th.  Severe  weather  with  wind  damage 
and  some  hail  impacted  the  area  late  on  June  20th  and 
early  on  the  21st.  The  Buffalo  Airport  received  its 
greatest  one-day  total  of  the  month,  0.41  inch,  on  the 
20th.  Total  precipitation  for  the  month  was  only  1.31 
inches  at  the  Buffalo  airport,  2.35  inches  below  the 
average  of  3.66  inches. 

The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was 
67.6°F,  1 ,3°F  above  normal.  The  warmest  temperature 
was  90°F  on  the  26th  and  there  were  fourteen  days  in 
which  temperatures  climbed  into  the  eighties.  The 
coolest  minimum  temperature  was  44°F  on  June  10th. 
The  temperature  of  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo  started  the 
month  at  64°F,  dropped  to  62°F  on  the  10th  after  the 
cooler  weather  and  didn’t  begin  to  rise  again  until  the 
17th,  reaching  its  highest  temperature  of  the  month, 

71  °F,  on  June  28th. 

The  most  notable  waterfowl  seen  this  month  were 
two  Harlequin  Ducks  spotted  by  Kundl  on  the  2nd  at 
Goat  Island.  Barton  and  Morien,  et  al.  reported  an 
Eared  Grebe  at  the  Batavia  Waste  Water  Treatment 
Plant,  continuing  there  from  the  4th  through  the  29th, 
after  first  being  found  by  Barth  on  May  31st. 

Iroquois  WMA  proved  productive  with  respect  to 
both  American  Bitterns  and  Least  Bitterns.  Guthrie 
reported  two  American  Bitterns  on  the  1st  and  Miles 
also  spotted  two  on  the  19th.  On  the  2nd,  Morien  found  a 
Least  Bittern  there;  Beattie  found  one  on  the  4th;  and 
Guthrie  recorded  two  on  the  11th. 


Morien  and  Barth  reported  seeing  three  Black 
Vultures  in  Lewiston  on  the  3rd,  marking  their  continued 
presence  in  our  area. 
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The  Month 

Sandhill 

Michael  DeSha 

Cranes  are  also 

59 

Noteworthy  Records 

increasingly 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians 

being  reported 

62 

Cats,  Birds  and  Us 

throughout  the 

Gerry  Rising 

region.  Morgante 
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Calendar 

and  Lewis  saw 

(Top)  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy 
at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  June  2nd,  (Middle)  Eared  Grebe 
photographed  by  Harbison  at  Batavia  WWTP  on  June  6th, 
and  (Bottom)  Grasshopper  Sparrow  photographed  by  Kayo 
Roy  at  Welland,  Ontario  on  June  17th. 
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on  the  11th. 


one  in  Clarence  on 
the  1st.  Martin 
spotted  two  at 
Tonawanda  WMA 
on  the  6th  and 
Brittain  found  three 
at  Iroquois  WMA  on 
the  12th.  Mitchell 
observed  a  slightly- 
late  Greater 
Yellowlegs  on  the 
5th  at  the  Batavia 
Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant. 

Reports  of 
grassland  birds  are 
always  appreciated. 
An  Upland 
Sandpiper  was 
reported  in  Medina 
on  the  1st  by  Morien 
and  Williams,  while 
Kerr  found  two  in 
Java  on  the  17th 
and  Barton  saw 
one  on  the  18th  at 
Tillman  WMA. 

Kundl  reported  a 
late  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  seen 
on  the  30th  at  Goat 
Island.  High  counts 
of  Black  Tern  in 
Iroquois  WMA  were 
notable  -  32  by 
Morien  on  the  2nd 
and  36  by  Guthrie 


Taylor  spotted  a  Merlin  on  the  9th  in  Gargoyle  Park, 
Olean,  apparently  guarding  its  territory.  Guthrie  found 
one  on  the  26th  in  Birdsall.  Peterson  saw  one  on  the 
30th  in  Alfred  and  Kerr  reported  one  in  Buffalo. 

A  Eurasian  Collared-Dove,  a  species  that  now 
seems  to  be  appearing  quite  regularly  as  the  species 
continues  to  expand  its  range  northward,  was  reported 
from  the  2nd  to  the  7th  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  by  Roy 
and  by  M  and  J  Doyle.  The  species  was  first  recorded 
in  our  area  five  years  ago,  but  this  is  only  the  third 
location  at  which  an  individual  has  been  seen  in  these 
years.  Kundl  found  a  Fish  Crow  in  Niagara  Falls  on  the 
24th. 


Bacher  saw  two  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  in  Allegany 
state  Park  on  the  3rd. 

Sedge  Wrens  have  been  only  sporadically  reported 
in  June  through  the  years  of  BOS  records.  Potter,  et  al. 
counted  a  maximum  of  four  in  Joseph  Davis  State  Park 
on  the  3rd  in  addition  to  sightings  of  single  individuals 
on  other  dates.  Lenz  and  others  reported  a  single 
individual  in  Conewango  Swamp  WMA,  it  being  noted 
there  from  the  20th  to  the  22nd. 

The  usual  warblers  were  well  reported  throughout 
the  region.  Of  particular  note  though  were  two 


Prothonotary  Warblers  seen  in  Tonawanda  WMA  on  the 
4th  by  D’Anna  et  al.  and  the  four  Prothonotary  Warblers 
recorded  later  by  Guthrie  on  the  11th  in  the  same  WMA. 
Again  this  year,  there  was  no  June  report  of  a  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  in  Allegany  State  Park. 

Grassland  sparrows  were  fairly  sparse.  Up  to  two 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  reported  in  Olcott  by 
Sweeney  et  al.  from  June  6th  through  the  21st.  On  the 
9th,  Bemont  found  one  at  Lakeside  Beach  State  Park,  a 
a  previously  verified  location  for  the  species.  Barth 
found  three  Vesper  Sparrows  in  Ashford  on  the  1st;  on 
the  same  date,  Bemont  found  one  in  Albion;  and  on 
the7th,  Beattie  recorded  one  in  Batavia.  Morien  and 
Barth  recorded  a  single  Grasshopper  Sparrow  on  the 
3rd  in  Lewiston.  At  Tillman  WMA,  Miles  found  two  on  the 
13th  and  Barton  counted  four  on  the18th.  Beattie  spotted 
three  on  the  16th  in  the  Town  of  Middlebury  and 
VerHague  saw  three  Grasshopper  Sparrows  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor  on  the  25th. 


(Top)  Clay-colored  Sparrows  photographed  by  Harbison  at 
Olcott  on  June  22nd,  (Middle)  Black  Vulture  photographed 
by  Sue  Barth  at  Artpark  (Lewiston)  on  June  3rd,  and 
(Bottom)  Northern  Waterthrush  photographed  by  Sue  Barth 
at  Beaver  Meadow  on  June  15th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Verified  Location 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

Mute  Swan 
Wood  Duck 

it 

Gadwall 

American  Wigeon 

tt 

Northern  Shoveler 
Redhead 

u 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Lesser  Scaup 
Harlequin  Duck 
Red-breasted  Merganser 

Ruddy  Duck 
Common  Loon 
Eared  Grebe 
American  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Great  Egret 


Black  Vulture 
Osprey 
Bald  Eagle 

u 

Virginia  Rail 

u 

American  Coot 
Sandhill  Crane 


Semipalmated  Plover 

tt 

Greater  Yellowlegs 
Yellowlegs  species 
Upland  Sandpiper 


Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

u 

Least  Sandpiper 


White-rumped  Sandpiper 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 


June 

Number 

4 

6 

2 

40 

29 

83 

5;  15 

8 

2 

3 

18;  19 

2 

12 

2 

10 

3 

11 

8 

19 

1 

10-12;  29 

4;  1 

2 

2 

11 

1 

25 

1 

7;  29 

23;  14 

1 

1 

4-29 

1 

11;  19 

2 

2;  4;  11 

1;  1;  2 

2 

115 

6 

12 

18 

18 

30 

1 

3 

3 

21 

5 

2 

4 

9 

3 

4;  26 

2 

15 

2 

25 

17 

1 

1 

6 

2 

12 

3 

2L 

5 

2L 

1 

5 

1 

21 

2 

1 

1 

17 

2 

18 

1 

11 

17 

13L 

2 

2L 

2 

2L 

2 

2L 

1 

6,  9L 

1 

7 

5 

Location 

Yates 

Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Ellery 

Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Goat  Island 
Ellery 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Allegany  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Goat  Island 
Portville 
Lewiston 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sheridan 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Iroquois  NWR 

Clarence 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Iroquois  NWR 

Iroquois  NWR 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Batavia  WWTP 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Medina 

Java 

Tillman  WMA 
Batavia  WWTP 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Porter 

Iroquois  NWR 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Yates 


Observers) 

Devlin 

Morien 

Morien 

Morien;  Hull 

Morien 

Barth;  Miles 

Barth 

VerHague 

A.  Guthrie 

Hull 

Howe  et  al;  Morien 

Kundl 

Stineman 

VerHague 

Beattie;  Morien 

Shiperd,  Meyers 

Barton;  Morien  et  al 

A.  Guthrie;  Miles 

Morien;  Beattie;  A.  Guthrie 

Morien 

Steuer 

Bertola 

Taylor 

Morien,  Barth 

Morien,  Barth 

Morien 

VerHague 

Barton;  Beattie 

Barth 

Bertola 

Morgante;  Lewis 

Martin 

Brittain 

Morien 

Bemont 

Mitchell 

Barth,  VerHague 

Morien,  Williams 

Kerr 

Barton 

A.  Guthrie 

Bemont 

Lewis 

Morien 

Bemont 

Bemont 

Devlin 
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June 


Number 


Species 

7  1 


Ring-billed  Gull 

12 

3000 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

30 

1 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

12 

18 

Black  Tern 

2;  11 

32;  36 

Common  Tern 

12 

300 

Eurasian  Collared-Dove 

2-7 

1 

Barred  Owl 

22 

2  ad,  2  fl 

Common  Nighthawk 

2 

1 

u 

9 

1 

u 

12 

2 

u 

16 

2 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

7 

1 

u 

11;  24 

1 

a 

22 

1 

it 

25 

1 

Merlin 

9 

1 

u 

26 

1 

u 

30 

1 

u 

30 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

13;  22 

1;  3 

a 

25 

1 

a 

26 

1 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

3 

2 

Fish  Crow 

24 

1 

Purple  Martin 

1 

54 

(t 

18 

96 

a 

19 

20 

a 

28 

76 

Sedge  Wren 

2F,  3,  26 

1,4,  1 

a 

20-22 

1 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

3L 

1 

a 

21 

1 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

2 

1 

a 

4 

1 

a 

15,  22 

2,  1 

a 

23 

1 

a 

26 

1 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

26 

4 

a 

26 

3 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

4;  11 

2,4 

Nashville  Warbler 

13 

1 

u 

23 

1 

Cerulean  Warbler 

2;  11;  21 

2;  2;  3 

a 

7 

2 

U 

28 

1 

Northern  Parula 

3;  19 

2;  1 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

11 L 

1 

Pine  Warbler 

27,  28 

1 

Prairie  Warbler 

1;  10 

2 

a 

3 

2 

a 

3 

1 

a 

4 

3 

a 

29 

1 

Canada  Warbler 

4 

1 

a 

10-29 

2-5 

a 

29 

2 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

6-21 

1-2  PV 

a 

9 

1  PV 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

3 

a 

1 

1 

a 

7 

1 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

3 

1 

a 

13;  18 

2;  4 

Location 

Observers) 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Morgante 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Morgante 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  A.  Guthrie 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Morgante 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Roy,  M&J  Doyle 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Roy  et  al 

Forestville 

VerHague 

Buffalo 

Rybczynski 

Jamestown 

Berry 

Charlotte 

VerHague 

Jamestown 

Leenders 

Point  Breeze 

A.  Guthrie;  Kraus 

Evangola  SP 

Nusstein 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Gargoyle  Park,  Olean 

Taylor 

Birdsall 

A.  Guthrie 

Alfred 

Peterson 

Buffalo 

Kerr 

Grand  Island 

Humann;  Walters 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Lockport 

Walters 

Allegany  SP 

Bacher 

Niagara  Falls 

Kundl 

Medina 

Morien,  Williams 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Long  Point  SP 

VerHague 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Joseph  Davis  SP 

Potter  et  al 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Lenz  et  al 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Allegany  SP 

Matasick 

Aurora 

Rose-Burney 

North  Harmony 

Berry 

Poland 

Stineman 

Ellicott 

Leenders 

Caneadea 

A.  Guthrie 

Amity 

A.  Guthrie 

Angelica 

A.  Guthrie 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al;  A.  Guthrie 

Alexander 

Beattie 

Ashford 

Ibsen 

Iroquois  NWR 

Barth;  A.  Guthrie;  Bemont 

Somerset 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Elba 

Beattie 

Allegany  SP 

Mansfield;  Rhinehart 

Amherst 

Kester 

Wilson 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Grove 

Martin;  Beattie 

Whitesville 

Reichman 

Ashford 

J.  Rosenburg 

Machias 

VerHague 

Charlotte 

VerHague 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Anderson 

Watts  Flats  WMA 

Berry 

Portland 

Stineman 

Olcott 

Sweeney  et  al 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Ashford 

Barth 

Albion 

Bemont 

Batavia 

Beattie 

Lewiston 

Morien,  Barth 

Tillman  WMA 

Miles;  Barton 
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Species 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

16 

3 

Middlebury 

Beattie 

25 

3 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1 L 

1 

Wilson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

u 

16 

1 

Charlotte 

VerHague 

Bobolink 

10 

22 

Granger 

Beattie 

u 

11 

26 

Charlotte 

VerHague 

a 

28 

48 

East  Aurora 

Kerr 

Common  Grackle 

30 

854 

Machias 

D'Anna,  Morien 

Orchard  Oriole 

4-30 

1-3 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

a 

4 

1 

Porter 

Humann 

a 

6 

1 

West  Seneca 

Throckmorton 

a 

7;  12 

1 

Olcott 

D'Anna;  Sweeney,  Kester 

a 

7 

1 

Somerset 

D'Anna,  Potter 

a 

24 

1 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Purple  Finch 

13 

7 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

a 

18 

14 

Genesee 

Zimmerman 

Pine  Siskin 

1,  24 

1 

Wilson 

Potter,  D'Anna 

a 

21 

1 

Ashford 

J.  Rosenburg 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016: 

266 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

2 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016: 

268 

(clockwise  from  upper  left)  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  photographed  by  Kundl  at 
Goat  Island  State  Park  on  June  30th,  Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  photographed  by 
Sweeney  at  Olcott  on  June  6th,  Tree 
Swallows  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Batavia  WWTP  on  June  18th,  and  Prairie 
Warbler  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Cattaraugus  County  on  June  1tst. 
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Cats,  Birds  and  Us 

Gerry  Rising 

The  Wildlife  Society  has  just  issued  an  updated 
statement  about  feral  and  free-ranging  domestic  cats.1 
Among  its  ten  recommendations  is  this  one:  “Support 
and  encourage  the  humane  elimination  of  feral  cat 
populations,  including  feral  cat  colonies,  through 
adoption  into  indoor-only  homes  of  eligible  cats  and 
humane  euthanasia  of  unadoptable  cats.”  I  offer  here  a 
brief  summary  of  the  more  detailed  documentation 
supporting  that  position  that  I  presented  to  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  on  November  10,  2016. 

It  is  important  at  the  outset  to  understand  that  the 
domestic  cat,  Felis  catus ,  is  not  native  to  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  It  does  not  even  belong  to  the  same 
genus  as  our  native  cats.  It  is,  however,  the  most 
common  house  pet  today  and,  although  they  vary 
widely,  reasonable  estimates  indicate  that  there  are 
between  117  million  and  198  million  free-ranging  cats  in 
the  United  States.2  (Free-ranging  cats  include  feral  cats 
living  in  the  wild  and  owned  cats  allowed  to  run  free.) 
Considered  locally  the  median  of  those  values  would 
indicate  an  average  of  50,000  of  these  cats  per  U  S. 
county  or  52  per  square  mile.  And  their  numbers  are 
increasing  exponentially. 

The  effect  of  those  cats  on  wildlife  is,  to  use 
appropriately  chosen  words,  catastrophic  and 
cataclysmic.  The  domestic  cat  appears  on  the  world  list 
of  100  worst  invasive  alien  species.3  With  evidence 
gathered  from  a  wide  number  of  resources,  Loss  and 
his  colleagues  estimate  the  number  of  birds  killed  by 
cats  annually  at  1 .3  to  4  billion  and  the  number  of 
mammals  at  6.3  to  22.3  billion.4  This  represents  an 
average  of  750,000  annual  bird  kills  per  county  or  800 
per  square  mile.  There  are,  of  course,  many  causes  of 
wildlife  mortality,  but,  compared  with  other  human- 
related  causes,  cats  represent  far  and  away  the  major 
killer  as  this  graph  of  annual  bird  mortality  (mean 
values)  in  the  United  States  makes  clear: 


Note  in  particular  that  while  we  should  certainly  be 
concerned  about  wind  turbines,  this  places  their  effect 
in  proportion  with  the  effect  produced  by  cats. 

We  have  regional  evidence  that  strongly  correlates 


with  this  drastic  situation.  The  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
June  Breeding  Bird  Surveys  are  carefully  replicated 
annual  counts  along  designated  routes  (we  have  about 
twenty  within  our  western  New  York  region)  and  they 
offer  a  stark  population  comparison  between  the  1960s 
and  the  2010s.  Overall  bird  numbers  for  New  York 
State  are  down  35%.  Meadow  birds  that  nest  on  or 
near  the  ground  and  thus  are  especially  susceptible  to 
cat  predation  are  down  60%  with  these  specifics: 
thrashers  down  79%,  towhees  83%,  meadowlarks  91%, 
vesper  sparrows  74%,  field  sparrows  80%  and 
grasshopper  sparrows  97%.  Henslow’s  sparrows  are 
gone:  in  the  1960s  there  were  an  average  of  31 
counted  each  year;  the  last  was  recorded  in  2006. 5 

These  cats  threaten  us  as  well.  Among  the  zoonotic 
diseases  they  carry  are  rabies,  toxoplasmosis, 
Bartonellosis  (cat-scratch  disease),  hookworm 
(creeping  eruption)  and  toxocara  (roundworm). 

Although  cat  proponents  point  out  that  there  have  been 
no  recent  U.S.  deaths  from  rabies,  there  have  been 
thousands  of  cases  when  people  have  had  to  undergo 
the  over  $3000  standard  post-exposure  prophylaxis,  a 
series  of  four  shots  over  a  two-week  period  In  a  single 
case  665  people  had  to  be  treated  at  a  cost  of  about  $2 
million.6 

Less  well  known  but  an  equally  serious  threat  is 
toxoplasmosis,  a  disease  originating  solely  in  cat 
intestines  and  spread  in  their  feces.  It  has  been 
designated  as  the  second  leading  cause  of  deaths  next 
only  to  salmonella  and  the  fourth  leading  cause  of 
hospitalizations  attributable  to  foodborne  illness.7  Today 
one-third  of  people  world-wide  and  over  one-fifth  of  us 
in  the  U.S.  have  this  disease.8  While  its  immediate 
effects  are  usually  mildly  flulike,  it  has  been  associated, 
especially  in  immunocompromised  individuals,  with 
blindness,  epilepsy,  schizophrenia,  hydrocephalus,  liver 
and  spleen  enlargement,  jaundice,  swollen  lymph 
glands,  anemia,  abnormal  spinal  fluid  and  seizures  and 
mental  retardation.9  The  effects  on  the  newborns  of 
women  who  contract  the  disease  during  pregnancy  are 
especially  serious.  Even  when  there  are  no  immediate 
symptoms,  the  toxoplasma  bradyzoites  remain  latent 
imbedded  in  body  tissues  including  the  brain.10 

Including  among  the  U.S.  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  recommendations  regarding  toxoplasmosis  are: 
cover  sandboxes,  pregnant  women  should  not  change 
litter  boxes,  and  freeze  meat  below  0°F  for  several  days 
before  cooking.11  Note  that  these  are  all  defensive;  the 
CDC  does  not  address  the  problem  source. 

But  surely  we  should. 

The  current  emotionally  and  thus  politically- 
attractive  response  supported  widely  by  cat  proponents 
is  represented  by  the  initials  TNR  for  Trap-Neuter- 
Release  or  Trap-Neuter-Return.  The  rationale  for  this 
program  is  that  the  neutered  cats  will  no  longer 
procreate  and  thus  TNR  addresses  the  population 
problem.  How  it  works:  you  report  a  feral  cat  (perhaps 
stalking  your  bird  feeding  station),  the  cat  is  trapped 
and  removed  to  be  neutered,  and  then,  unless  it  is 
adopted,  it  is  returned  to  the  location  from  which  it  was 
trapped.  (That  same  cat  is  back  after  your  feeder  birds.) 

Of  course  that  does  not  address  the  predation 
problem  for  the  life  of  that  cat.  Nor  does  it  solve  the 
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population  problem  for  two  reasons:  (1)  models  show 
that  at  least  70%  of  cats  in  a  region  must  be  neutered 
to  stop  further  increase  in  the  cat  population,  a  figure 
rarely  achieved  locally  and  that  does  not  even  take  into 
account  further  dumping  of  kittens  by  cat  owners;12  and 
(2)  despite  all  the  TNR  effort,  nationally  today  less  than 
one  cat  in  twenty-five  has  been  neutered.13  In  fact,  the 
situation  is  still  worse  as  cat  proponents  establish 
support  colonies  for  these  mostly-neutered  feral  cats 
that  provide  them  food  and  shelter.  Often  these  are 
located  on  public  lands.  (For  example,  one  was 
proposed  for  the  local  Times  Beach  Nature  Preserve. 
Fortunately,  this  proposal  was  rejected.)  Thus  all  TNR 
does  is  exacerbate  the  problem  and  postpone 
addressing  it.14 

Why  then  is  TNR  so  attractive  and  so  widely 
supported?  Because  cat  proponents  and  their  fellow 
animal  rights  activists  cannot  tolerate  the  act  of  our 
doing  the  killing.  Of  course,  they  have  no  problem  with 
the  decimation  of  our  wildlife  done  by  these  alien 
predators.  (As  one  cat  proponent  noted  when  reporting 
how  her  cat  brought  home  as  “gifts”  a  ruby-crowned 
kinglet,  a  chipmunk  and  a  mouse,  “Good  girl,  Maggie; 
bad  girl  Maggie,  lol.”  Another  responded,  “She's  just 
showing  her  respects  {sic!)  and  gratitude.”) 

But  simply  rejecting  TNR  is  not  enough.  We  need 
to  apply  that  first  Wildlife  Society  recommendation,  “the 
humane  elimination  of  feral  cat  populations,  including 
feral  cat  colonies,  through  adoption  into  indoor-only 
homes  of  eligible  cats  and  humane  euthanasia  of 
unadoptable  cats.” 

Money  is  not  a  problem.  A  careful  analysis  of  the 
cost  of  animal  euthanization  indicates  between  $2.29 
and  $2.77  per  animal,15  and  even  this  cost  could  be 
more  than  offset  by  licensing  domestic  cats.  It  is  useful 
to  compare  dogs  and  cats  in  this  regard.  In  most 
communities:  dogs  must  be  licensed;  not  cats;  there 
are  leash  laws  for  dogs,  none  for  cats;  dog  feces  must 
be  removed,  but  not  cat’s;  and  fenced  areas  are 
provided  for  dogs  to  run  but  cats  run  free. 

Sadly,  I  believe  that  birders  and  other 
conservationists  are  not  going  to  organize  their  forces 
to  address  this  very  serious  problem.  It  is  far  easier  to 
focus  our  energies  elsewhere  while  the  problem  gets 
worse  and  our  birds  disappear. 


Notes: 

New  York  State  Environmental  Conservation  Law  §11-0529 
states:  “Any  person  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
possessing  a  hunting  license  may,  and  environmental 
conservation  officers  and  peace  officers,  acting  pursuant  to  their 
special  duties,  or  police  officers  shall  humanely  destroy  cats  at 
large  found  hunting  or  killing  any  protected  wild  bird  or  with  a 
dead  bird  of  any  protected  species  in  its  possession.”  And  “No 
action  for  damages  shall  lie  against  any  authorized  person  for 
the  killing  of  a  cat,  dog  or  coyote  as  provided  in  this  section.” 

Three  excellent  recently-published  books  address  these 
problems:  Peter  P.  Marra  and  Chris  Santella,  Cat  Wars:  The 
Devastating  Consequences  of  a  Cuddly  Killer  (Princeton 
University  Press,  2016);  Abigail  Tucker,  The  Lion  in  the  Living 
Room:  How  House  Cats  Tamed  Us  and  Took  Over  the  World 
(Simon  and  Schuster,  2016);  and  Stephen  Spotte,  Free-ranging 
Cats:  Behavior,  Ecology,  Management  (John  Wiley  and  Sons, 
2014) 
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Calendar  and  Announcements  2016  Christmas  Bird  Counts 


Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 

The  birding  community  and  BOS  recently  lost  a  great 
individual.  Max  W.  Mason,  Jr.  of  Batavia,  a  BOS 
member  since  1981,  passed  away  on  September  7, 

2016,  at  the  age  of  99.  Max  and  his  wife  Jane  spent  a 
great  deal  of  their  time  birding  the  East  coast  during 
annual  trips  to  Florida.  For  many  years  and  many  bird 
counts  they  were  dedicated  compilers  in  Section  13. 
Along  with  Gail  Seamans,  Max  was  instrumental  in 
gaining  access  for  the  birding  community  to  Batavia 
Wastewater  Treatment  Plant,  a  premier  birding  hot  spot.  I 
had  the  privilege  of  Max  and  Jane's  friendship  and  was 
still  talking  birds  with  him  up  to  the  day  before  his  death. 

from  Doug  Beattie,  585-343-4767;  sbeattie@rochester.rr.com 


November  27:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester 
Birding  Association  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:00 
AM  at  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the 
old  fort.  Make  sure  you  have  a  passport,  passport  card,  Nexus, 
or  enhanced  driver’s  license.  Dress  warmly.  Leaders:  RBA:  Bob 
Spahn  (585-671-5690,  RSPAHN@prodigy.net);  BOS:  Tom 
O'Donnell  (716-284-5569,  tmodonnell@roadrunner.com 
December  14:  Wednesday  7PM.  Holiday  Celebration  and  a 
Talk  on  the  Niagara  River  and  Outer  Harbor.  BOS  Meeting  in 
the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jay 
Burney,  Chair  of  the  Friends  of  Times  Beach  Nature  Preserve, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Pollinator  Conservation  Association, 
founding  partner  of  the  Our  Outer  Harbor  campaign,  and  habitat 
chair  of  the  Western  New  York  Environmental  Alliance,  will 
share  stories  and  videos  about  Niagara  River  and  Outer  Harbor 
birds  and  other  wildlife,  ecology,  and  the  efforts  to  ensure 
protection  and  conservation  of  critical  regional  assets, 
especially  on  Buffalo's  Outer  Harbor.  We  will  also  hold  our 
Annual  Holiday  Celebration  so  please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and 
enjoy  an  evening  of  birding  friendship.  We  will  also  elect  officers 
for  the  year  2017. 


December  17:  Saturday.  Beaver  Meadow  CBC,  Tom  Kerr 
(tkerr.buffaloaudubon@gmail.com  or  Beaver  Meadow 
585-457-3228  Tues  -  Sat) 

December  17:  Saturday.  Wilson-Lake  Plains  CBC,  Garner  Light 
(garnerlight@hotmail.com  or  716-491-4408) 

December  17:  Saturday.  Scio  CBC,  Russell  Allen 
(rlatrains@yahop.CQm  or  585-593-3109) 

December  18:  Sunday.  BOS,  David  Gordon 
(dgordonphoto@yahoo.com  or  716-390-1429) 

December  18:  Sunday.  St.  Bonaventure  CBC,  Regina  M 
VanScoy  (vanscoy7 1 6@outlook.com  or  716-925-7109) 
December  18:  Sunday.  St.  Catharines  CBC,  Bob  Highcock  / 
Jean  Hampson  (bob.jean@sympatico.ca  or  home: 
905-688-1260  or  cell:  905-327-5457) 

December  18:  Sunday.  Jamestown  CBC,  Bill  Seleen 
(wseleen@stny.rr.com  or  716-664-4204) 

December  27:  Tuesday.  Niagara  Falls  CBC  (ON/NY),  Marcie 
Jacklin  (Ontario:  mjacklin@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577)  or  Willie 
D’Anna  (NYS.  dannapotter@roadrunner.com  or 
716-751-3637) 

December  28:  Wednesday.  Oak  Orchard  CBC,  Celeste  Morien 
(celeste.morien@gmail.com  or  585-721-8202) 

December  31:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  CBC,  Tom 

O'Donnell  (tmodonnell@roadrunner.com  or 
716-284-5569) 

December  31:  Saturday.  Port  Coiborne  CBC,  Drew  Campbell 
(drew.campbell@gm.com  or  drewcampbell@roadrunner.com: 
(home)  716-668-0759  or  (cell)  812-797-6679).  Meet  at 
McDonald's,  Highway  3  and  Highway  58,  Port  Coiborne  at  8AM 
January  1:  Sunday.  Dunkirk-Fredonia  CBC,  Joanne  Goetz 
(goetz@netsync.net  or  716-673-1627) 

January  11:  7PM  Wednesday.  Rarity  Roundup!  BOS  Meeting  in 
the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  A 
slideshow  of  photos  and  stories  will  be  presented  by  BOS 
members  that  will  include  some  of  the  rarities  seen  in  the  BOS 
study  area  in  2016!  If  you  have  photos  and  stories  of  rarities  in 
2016,  please  email  the  photo(s)  to  Sue  Barth: 
suebarth@verizon.net  or  Alec  Humann  alechumann@msn.com. 
February  8:  7PM  Wednesday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  Land  Management  Update.  BOS  Meeting  in  the 
Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Madeline 
Prush,  the  Biological  Science  Technician  for  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  will  present  a  general  refuge  update  on  how  the 
land  is  managed. 
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Weather  during  the  month  of  July  brought  little  relief 
to  ihe  severe  drought  inat  continued  to  piague  much  of 
the  BOS  Study  Area  throughout  the  year.  Total  rainfall 
for  the  month  (1.8  inches)  was  nearly  half  what  a 
normal  July  would  see  with  over  95%  of  this  total  falling 
on  only  two  days.  The  1 .04  inches  of  rain  at  the  airport 
on  the  25th  marks  the  first  day  since  October  12th,  2015 
to  see  at  least  a  full  inch  of  rain  on  a  single  calendar 
day!  The  meager  five  days  of  measurable  rainfall  for 
this  month  is  beaten  by  only  two  other  years,  1968  and 
1978,  in  which  each  only  recorded  four  days  with 
measurable  rainfall. 

With  no  wet  weather  to  help  moderate 
temperatures,  the  monthly  average  temperature  (74.1 
°F)  rose  a  full  three  degrees  above  normal  but  set  no 
daily  records.  This  above  average  heat  contributed  to 
Lake  Erie  rising  a  full  six  degrees  during  the  month  to 
finish  at  76  °F. 

The  major  highlight  during  the  month  came  in  the 
form  of  an  adult  White  Ibis  found  by  Matt  Nusstein  on 
the  15th  along  the  Lake  Erie  shore  at  Evangola  SP.  In 
his  verification  report,  Matt  highlights  the  essentially 
unmistakable  plumage  of  the  White  Ibis,  “Observed  a 
white  wading  bird  with  a  long  red  beak  probing  a 
mowed  area  of  the  park  below  the  campground  pond. 
The  legs  were  red  and  the  body  was  all  white  minus 
black  wingtips.”  Many  area  birders  were  able  to  see  the 
bird  until  it  was  last  observed  in  the  late  afternoon. 

Three  days  later,  the  presumably  same  adult  White  Ibis 
was  relocated  along  the  Niagara  River  at  Gratwick  Park 
in  the  Town  of  North  Tonawanda  by  Chris  Kundl.  This  is 
only  the  fourth  observation  of  this  species  in  the  BOS 
Study  Area  and  the  first  to  occur  during  the  summer 
months. 

Although  becoming  established  in  the  Village  of 
Lewiston,  sightings  of  Black  Vulture  are  still  rare 
elsewhere  in  the  BOS  Study  Area.  Elaine  Dart’s 
observation  of  a  single  Black  Vulture  in  the  Town  of 
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(top)  Willet  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor  on  July  22nd,  (inset)  White  Ibis  photographed  by 
Chris  Kundl  at  Gratwick  Park  in  the  Town  of  North 
Tonawanda  on  July  17th  and  (bottom)  White  Ibis 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Evangola  State  Park  on  July 
15th. 


1984. 

While  birding  at 
Point  Gratiot  on 
July  7th,  Stuart 
Mackenzie 
observed  a  young 
male  Summer 
Tanager 
“churupping  on 
[the]  bluff  edge" 
and  described  it  as 
a  “Large  billed 
tanager  -  mixed 
yellow/orange  and 
red  plumage.”  This 
is  the  first  July 
record  of  this 
species  in  the  BOS 
Study  Area,  with  all 
other  observations 
occurring  during 
May,  October,  or 
November. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
continues  to  be  a 
valuable  stopover 
site  for  migrating 
shorebirds  during 
the  month  of  July 
with  a  high  count 
for  the  BOS  Study 
Area  of  fifteen 
American  Avocets 
being  observed  by 
VerHague  on  the 
14th,  with  additional 
avocets  being 
sighted  on  the  1 8th  (1 )  and  25th  (6).  A  Willet  was  also 
recorded  at  the  harbor  on  the  22nd  by  both  Lenz  and 
VerHague.  As  area  ponds  and  marshes  felt  the  effects 
of  the  non-existent  rainfall,  the  habitat  created  by  the 
prolonged  drought  provided  birders  with  the  opportunity 
to  observe  migrating  shorebirds  in  many  locations.  As 
shorebirds  began  arriving  in  the  region,  locations  such 
as  Lakeside  Beach  SP,  Batavia  WWTP,  Tillman  Rd. 
WMA,  Tifft  Nature  Preserve,  the  Modern  Wetlands  pond 
in  the  Town  of  Porter,  and  multiple  locations  in 
and  around  the  Iroquois  NWR,  Tonawanda 
WMA,  and  Oak  Orchard  WMA  complex 
provided  valuable  stopover  sites  for  migrant 
shorebirds. 

Elsewhere  in  the  region,  the  trio  of 
Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal,  and  Podoliak  observed 
an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  on  the  4th  at 
Keeney  Swamp  State  Forest  in  the  Allegany 
County  town  of  Birdsall.  This  represents  only 
the  fourth  such  record  during  the  month  of 
July.  Three  Common  Loons  observed  by  Lenz 
in  Mayville  on  the  22nd  is  an  unusual 
occurrence  for  July.  An  Eared  Grebe  spent 
the  month  at  the  Batavia  WWTP  where  it  was 
observed  by  many.  Sandhill  Cranes  continue 
to  be  seen  in  and  around  the  Oak  Orchard 
WMA  and  Iroquois  NWR  areas  during  the 
summer  months  with  observations  this  month 


by  Sucy,  A.  Guthrie,  Morse,  and  Morien.  The  increase 
in  Merlin  observations  throughout  the  summer  months 
was  well  represented  this  month  with  reports  from  at 
least  six  separate  locations.  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
continue  at  Krull  Park  in  Olcott  (Barton)  and 
Grasshopper  Sparrows,  one  of  many  area  species 
whose  grassland  habitat  is  in  steep  decline,  were 
reported  from  five  locations  throughout  the  region. 
Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  Mike  Morgante  for  his 
comments  and  suggestions  on  writing  this  article. 

Literature  cited: 
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(top)  Marsh  Wren  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Batavia 
WWTP  on  July  26th,  (middle)  Indigo  Bunting  photographed 
by  Sue  Barth  at  East  Aurora  on  July  16th,  and  (bottom) 
American  Avocets  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor  on  July  14th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Verified  Location 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Spec.ies 

Mute  Swan 
Gadwall 

American  Wigeon 

u 

Blue-winged  Teal 
Northern  Shoveler 

u 

Northern  Pintail 
Green-winged  Teal 

u 

Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 

u 

Lesser  Scaup 
Common  Goldeneye 
Common  Merganser 


Red-breasted  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 
Common  Loon 
Eared  Grebe 
Double-crest.  Cormorant 
American  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 
Great  Egret 

u 

White  Ibis 

u 

Black  Vulture 

u 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

Virginia  Rail 
Sora 

Sandhill  Crane 

u 

Semipalmated  Plover 

it 

American  Avocet 
Solitary  Sandpiper 

M 

U 

(I 

Greater  Yellowlegs 


July  Number 


18 

1 

1;  20 

11;  6 

9;  11 

3 

10;  12 

2;  1 

9 

1  +  6  yg 

4 

1 

10;  18 

3;  1 

30 

1 

10;  12 

6;  10 

17 

7 

10;  20 

1 

17 

1 

4 

1 

30,  31 

1,2 

1;  26 

1 

9 

1 

18 

27 

30 

12 

31 

16 

22 

1 

1;  24 

14;  22 

22 

3 

1-26 

1  PV 

5 

700 

10;  12 

2;  1 

10 

2 

31 

35 

20 

29 

15 

1 

18 

1 

1 

4 

11 

1 

12 

3 

18 

3 

30 

3 

28 

2 

10,  24 

1 

4;  9 

2 

30 

1 

15F 

1 

31 

10 

14F,  18,  25 

15,  1,6 

4F 

1 

4F 

1 

4F 

1 

21 

11 

IF;  10 

1 

Location 

North  Harmony 
Batavia  WWTP 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Tifft  NP 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Goat  Island 
Sheridan 
Wellsville 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Mayville 
Batavia  WWTP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Goat  Island 
Evangola  SP 
North  Tonawanda 
Lewiston 
Alexander 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Sheridan 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 
Batavia  WWTP 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Porter 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Birdsall 
Tillman  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 


Observers} 

Lenz 

A.  Guthrie;  Morien 
A.  Guthrie,  Morse;  Mitchell 
Miles;  Humann,  P.  O’Donnell 
Guthrie,  Morse 
Sucy 

Beattie;  Kachala 
Morien 

Miles;  Humann,  P.  O’Donnell 
Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 
Griffiths;  Morien 
Humann 

Sucy;  Potter,  D'Anna 

VerHague 

A.  Guthrie;  Barth 

Barton 

VerHague 

Reichman 

VerHague 

Lenz 

A.  Guthrie;  Beattie 
Lenz 

A.  Guthrie;  Barth 
Dupont 

Miles;  Humann,  P.  O’Donnell 

Sharon 

Mitchell 

Kundl 

Nusstein,  Mitchell  et  al 

Kundl 

Barton 

Dart 

Humann,  P.  O’Donnell 

VerHague 

Bemont 

Rubach 

Beattie 

Sucy;  A.  Guthrie,  Morse 

Morien 

Kundl 

Mitchell 

VerHague 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal,  Podoliak 

Harbison 

Sucy 

D'Anna, Potter 
A.  Guthrie;  Beattie 
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Species 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

u 

17 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

Willet 

22F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz;  VerHague 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

IF 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

A.  Guthrie 

u 

9 

18 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

A.  Guthrie,  Morse 

u 

9 

11 

Gasport 

A.  Guthrie,  Morse 

(( 

10 

16 

Iroquois  NWR 

Miles 

Upland  Sandpiper 

2;  4 

4 

Tillman  WMA 

A.  Guthrie;  Harbison 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

22F 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Lenz 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

8F 

1 

Porter 

Kundl 

tt 

21 

12 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Least  Sandpiper 

3F;  15 

3;  40 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

u 

17 

32 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

11 F 

19 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

9F 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

A.  Guthrie,  Morse 

u 

12 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Humann,  P  O'Donnell 

u 

12 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

5 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Dupont 

tt 

24 

3 

Cold  Spring 

Lenz 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2.  8.  24 

1,  3,  1 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

tt 

9 

3 

Youngstown 

A.  Guthrie,  Morse 

Caspian  Tern 

30,  31 

40 

North  Harmony 

Lenz 

Black  Tern 

10 

30 

Iroquois  NWR 

Miles 

Common  Tern 

5 

400 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Dupont 

tt 

9 

90 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

A.  Guthrie,  Morse 

tt 

14 

184 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Humann 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1-28 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

tt 

2 

1 

Westfield 

Frazier 

tt 

2 

4 

Hamburg 

Harbison 

tt 

4 

2 

Evangola  SP 

Tedesco 

tt 

9 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Guthrie,  Morse 

tt 

10 

1 

Emery  County  Park 

Barth 

tt 

11;  15 

1;  2 

Point  Gratiot 

VerHague;  Hooker 

tt 

22 

4 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz 

Merlin 

8 

1 

Conewango  Swamp  WMA 

Shiperd 

tt 

8 

2 

Tonawanda 

Kerr 

tt 

16 

1 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Humann 

tt 

16,  18,  29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Mudd;  Rybczynski;  Barth 

tt 

22 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz 

tt 

31 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Peregrine  Falcon 

16 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Thompson 

tt 

30 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

4 

1 

Keeney  Swamp  SF 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal,  Podoliak 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

6 

2 

Portland 

VerHague 

tt 

25-30 

5 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Purple  Martin 

6 

90 

Batavia 

Beattie 

tt 

6 

193 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Bank  Swallow 

1 

80 

Batavia  WWTP 

A.  Guthrie 

ll 

14 

100 

Goat  Island 

T.  O’Donnell 

Cliff  Swallow 

13 

10 

Hamburg 

Callesto 

tt 

23 

17 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Fife 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

2 

4 

Wales 

Lawrence 

tt 

25-30 

4 

Allegany  SP 

Hess 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

17 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Michalek 

Cerulean  Warbler 

12 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Humann,  P.  O’Donnell 

Northern  Parula 

3;  25-30 

i;  3 

Allegany  SP 

Rhinehart;  Hess 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

7 

3 

East  Otto 

Mohlmann 

Pine  Warbler 

4 

4 

Amity 

Beattie 

tt 

2 

2 

Wales 

Lawrence 

Prairie  Warbler 

4 

1 

Machias 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal,  Podoliak 

tt 

7 

3 

Yorkshire 

Mudd 

tt 

23 

2 

Cuba 

Morris 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

2 

2  PV 

Olcott 

Barton 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

2;  20 

6;  4 

Tillman  Rd.  WMA 

A,  Guthrie;  Hoover 

tt 

6 

1 

Lewiston 

Walters 
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Soecies 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observers! 

u 

2;  11;  15 

2;  1;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz;  VerHague;  Hoover 

u 

17 

1 

John  White  WMA 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

u 

20 

1 

Shelby 

Morien 

White-throated  Sparrow 

16 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Barton 

Summer  Tanaaer 

7 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mackenzie 

Bobolink 

24 

27 

Shelby 

Morien 

Orchard  Oriole 

1 

3 

Farnham 

Tedesco 

u 

1-29 

1-3 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

u 

3,  21 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

M 

15 

2 

Wilson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

U 

17 

3 

Bethany 

Beattie 

Ruffed  Grouse  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Boutwell  Hill  State  Forest  in  Cherry  Creek  on  July  1st,  Merlin  and  American 
Kestrel  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Tifft  NP  on  July  29th,  and  American  Avocets  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor  on  July  14h. 


Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016: 
Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016: 


268 

2 

270 
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Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 

December  14:  Wednesday  7PM.  Holiday  Celebration  and  a 
Talk  on  the  Niagara  River  and  Outer  Harbor.  BOS  Meeting  in 
the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jay 
Burney,  Chair  of  the  Friends  of  Times  Beach  Nature  Preserve, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Pollinator  Conservation  Association, 
founding  partner  of  the  Our  Outer  Harbor  campaign,  and  habitat 
chair  of  the  Western  New  York  Environmental  Alliance,  will 
share  stories  and  videos  about  Niagara  River  and  Outer  Harbor 
birds  and  other  wildlife,  ecology,  and  the  efforts  to  ensure 
protection  and  conservation  of  critical  regional  assets, 
especially  on  Buffalo's  Outer  Harbor.  We  will  also  hold  our 
Annual  Holiday  Celebration  so  please  bring  a  treat  to  share  and 
enjoy  an  evening  of  birding  friendship.  We  will  also  elect  officers 
for  the  year  2017. 

2016  Christmas  Bird  Counts 

December  17:  Saturday.  Beaver  Meadow  CBC,  Tom  Kerr 
(tkerr.buffaloaudubon@gmail.com  or  Beaver  Meadow 
585-457-3228  Tues  -  Sat) 

December  17:  Saturday.  Wilson-Lake  Plains  CBC,  Garner  Light 
(garnerlight@hotmail.com  or  716-491-4408) 

December  17:  Saturday.  Scio  CBC,  Russell  Allen 
(rlatrains@yahoo.com  or  585-593-3109) 

December  18:  Sunday.  BOS,  David  Gordon 
(dgordonphoto@yahoo.com  or  716-390-1429) 

December  18:  Sunday.  St.  Bonaventure  CBC,  Regina  M 
VanScoy  (vanscoy716@outlook.com  or  716-925-7109) 
December  18:  Sunday.  St.  Catharines  CBC,  Bob  Highcock  / 
Jean  Hampson  (bob.jean@sympatico.ca  or  home: 

905-688-1260  or  cell:  905-327-5457) 

December  18:  Sunday.  Jamestown  CBC,  Bill  Seleen 
(wseleen@stny.rr.com  or  716-664-4204) 

December  27:  Tuesday.  Niagara  Falls  CBC  (ON/NY),  Marcie 
Jacklin  (Ontario:  mjacklin@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577)  or  Willie 
D'Anna  (NYS:  dannapotter@roadrunner.com  or 
716-751-3637) 

December  28:  Wednesday.  Oak  Orchard  CBC,  Celeste  Morien 
(celeste.morien@gmail.com  or  585-721-8202) 


December  31:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  CBC,  Tom 

O’Donnell  (tmodonnell@roadrunner.com  or 
716-284-5569) 

December  31:  Saturday.  Port  Colborne  CBC,  Drew  Campbell 
(drew.campbell@gm.com  or  drewcampbell@roadrunner.com: 
(home)  716-668-0759  or  (cell)  812-797-6679).  Meet  at 
McDonald’s,  Highway  3  and  Highway  58,  Port  Colborne  at  8AM 

January  1,  2017:  Sunday.  Dunkirk-Fredonia  CBC,  Joanne 
Goetz  (goetz@netsync.net  or  716-673-1627) 

January  11,  2017:  7PM  Wednesday.  Rarity  Roundup!  BOS 

Meeting  in  the  Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science.  A  slideshow  of  photos  and  stories  will  be  presented  by 
BOS  members  that  will  include  some  of  the  rarities  seen  in  the 
BOS  study  area  in  2016!  If  you  have  photos  and  stories  of 
rarities  in  2016,  please  email  the  photo(s)  to  Sue  Barth: 
suebarth@verizQn.net  or  Alec  Humann  alechumann@msn.com. 

February  8:  7PM  Wednesday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  Land  Management  Update.  BOS  Meeting  in  the 
Cummings  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Madeline 
Prush,  the  Biological  Science  Technician  for  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  will  present  a  general  refuge  update  on  how  the 
land  is  managed. 

March  8:  7PM:  Wednesday  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings  Room 
of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Buffalo  Audubon  Society's 
naturalist,  Tom  Kerr,  will  present  on  how  the  Buffalo  Audubon 
Society  promotes  the  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  natural 
world  through  education  and  stewardship.  He  will  focus  on 
Western  New  York  and  the  Great  Lakes  region. 


Barred  Owl  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Orchard  Park  on 
July  12th. 
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THE  MONTH:  August 


Terence  Mosher 


Since  the  National  Weather  Service  in  Buffalo 
began  its  official  record  keeping  in  1871,  August  2016 
turned  out  to  be  the  warmest  August  on  record  and  the 
“third  warmest  month  all-time”  (Thomas,  NWS,  Buffalo). 
On  twenty-eight  days,  the  temperature  reached  80 
degrees  (°F)  or  higher,  another  record  for  the  month;  on 
four  days,  it  climbed  to  at  least  90.  In  the  second  half  of 
the  month,  things  slowly  began  to  change.  Three 
passing  cold  fronts  gave  our  southbound  shorebirds 
and  passerines  an  assist,  and  records  of  both  showed 
an  uptick  typical  of  the  period.  Combining  with  deep 
tropical  moisture  building  over  the  eastern  U.S.,  the 
cold  fronts  also  produced  three  heavy  rains.  August 
rainfall  totaled  4.17  inches,  nearly  an  inch  above 
normal.  This  provided  some  limited  relief  from  the 
drought  that  began  in  June,  but  did  not  end  it.  Parched 
fields  and  browned-out  lawns  greened  up  again,  but 
ponds,  streams,  and  water  tables  remained  low.  For 
migrating  shorebirds,  the  drought  sometimes  proved 
helpful.  Around  at  least  one  large  pond  popular  with 
birders  in  Chautauqua  County,  an  unusually  wide 
muddy  margin  attracted  good  numbers  of  “peeps”  and 
a  few  Short-billed  Dowitchers  (hard  to  find  in  the  county 
in  recent  years).  On  the  whole,  this  August  was 
scarcely  the  most  comfortable  month  to  be  outside, 
pursuing  birds.  Still,  WNY  birders  were  active  and 
enjoyed  some  exciting  finds. 

One  of  the  most  surprising  of  these  discoveries 
came  on  August  3rd,  as  DEC  biologist  Connie  Adams 
and  technician  Jacquie  Walters  monitored  the  nesting 
colonies  of  waterbirds  in  Buffalo  Flarbor.  On  a  sand  spit 
at  the  north  end  of  Donnelly’s  Pier,  they  were  taken 
aback  by  the  sight  of  a  large,  dark  brown  sea  duck 
waddling  about  among  Herring  Gulls.  Through  her  cell 
phone  and  binoculars,  Walters  took  several  photos  of 
the  bird,  which  Adams  tentatively  identified — and  Willie 
D’Anna  later  confirmed — as  a  Common  Eider.  The  bird 
soon  flew  over  the  breakwall  and  out  toward  Lake  Erie, 
relieving  Adams’  concern  that  it  might  be  injured  or 
71  The  Month  impaired.  It 

Terence  Mosher  remained  in  the 

74  Noteworthy  Records  area  through 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians  August  21st.  This 
78  Announcements/Calendar  was  just  the 

eighth  record  of 


(top)  Long-tailed  Jaeger  photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at 
Buffalo  Harbor  on  August  21st,  (middle)  Common  Eider 
photographed  by  Joe  Mitchell  at  Buffalo  Harbor  on  August 
8th,  and  (bottom)  Wood  Stork  photographed  by  Annie 
Wilcox-Swanson  at  Eden  on  August  26th. 


Common  Eider  for 
the  BOS  study  area 
and  only  the 
second  summer 
occurrence.  The 
first  involved  a 
long-staying 
immature  male  bird 
(possibly  injured) 
discovered  on  the 
Upper  Niagara 
River  by  Harold  and 
Rachel  Axtell  in 
December,  1969.  It 
relocated  to  the 
Welland  River  at 
Chippawa,  where  it 
remained  until 
January,  1971, 
molting  into  full 
alternate  plumage 
(Black  and  Roy, 
Niagara  Birds). 
About  this  year’s 
bird,  both  its  age 
and  its  place  of 
origin  are  anyone’s 
guess.  However, 
past  records  from 
the  Eastern  Great 
Lakes  suggest  that 
the  Common 
Eider’s  Atlantic 
breeding  population 
may  be  the  likeliest 
source. 

Just  as  exciting 
was  Jim  Pawlicki’s  sighting  of  a  juvenile  Long-tailed 
Jaeger  over  Buffalo  Harbor  on  August  21st.  On  the 
Great  Lakes,  the  Long-tailed  is  the  rarest  of  the  three 
jaeger  species,  and  Pawlicki’s  record  was  just  the  sixth 
for  the  BOS  study  area.  Together,  his  composite 
photograph  and  written  verification  report  provide  a 
clinic  in  jaeger  identification.  The  report  describes  (and 
with  careful  study  the  photos  show)  several  key  field 
marks  that  distinguish  this  bird  from  a  juvenile  Parasitic 
Jaeger:  1)  a  cold,  gray-brown  plumage  (lacking  the 
Parasitic’s  warmer,  buffier  tones);  2)  bold  dark  barring 
(weaker  on  Parasitic)  on  the  white  undertail  coverts;  3) 
white  feather  shafts  visible  above  in  the  outermost  two 
primaries  only  (broader,  more  diffuse  upper  primary 
patch  shows  on  Parasitic);  and  4)  relatively  long  tail 
with  projecting,  blunt-tipped  central  rectrices  that  make 
the  closed  tail  appear  wedge-shaped  (Parasitic  shows 
shorter,  more  rounded  tail  with  shorter  extension  of  the 
central  rectrices). 

This  record  has  a  highly  suggestive  context.  Almost 
two  years  earlier  to  the  day,  on  August  24,  2014, 
Pawlicki  saw  and  photographed  another  juvenile  Long¬ 
tailed  Jaeger  while  lake-watching  at  Fort  Niagara  State 
Park  on  Lake  Ontario.  Commenting  on  that  record  in 
"The  Month”  ( Prothonotary ;  September  2014),  he  drew 
this  conclusion:  .  .  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  [the 
Long-tailed  Jaeger]  may  be  of  semi-regular  occurrence 
in  the  study  area.  This  is  based  on  [its]  rare,  but  regular 


status  as  a  late  summer  and  early  fall  migrant  at  the 
west  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  where  observer  coverage  of 
the  lake  is  more  extensive  in  and  around  Hamilton, 
Ontario.”  Pawlicki’s  second  record  of  this  bird  in  just 
three  years  makes  his  carefully  tentative  inference  of 
2014  still  more  convincing.  It  means  that  this  rare  visitor 
from  the  arctic  tundra  should  be  watched  for  carefully 
every  August  and  September.  And  it  suggests  that,  as 
birders  in  the  BOS  study  area  increase  in  numbers, 
observation  skill,  and  a  willingness  to  take  on  the 
toughest  challenges  of  identification,  old  ideas  about 
the  status  of  more  than  one  passage  migrant  may  give 
way  to  new  information.  That’s  an  exciting  prospect. 

August  is  an  ideal  time  to  look  for  wading  birds 
wandering  north  of  their  breeding  grounds.  This  year, 
post-breeding  dispersal  brought  a  single  Wood  Stork  to 
a  property  on  East  Church  Road  in  Eden,  where  it  was 
discovered  by  homeowner  Wendy  Kester  on  August 
26th.  Four  other  observers  saw  the  bird,  including  DEC 
technician  Annie  Wilcox-Swanson,  who  photographed  it 
and  provided  a  written  verification  report.  From  the 
photo,  the  bird’s  yellow  bill  (characteristic  of  juveniles) 
and  mostly  white  neck  (typical  of  second-year  birds) 
suggests  that  it  was  molting  into  second-year  piumage. 
Wood  Storks  breed  in  Florida,  north  to  coastal  South 
Carolina,  in  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean,  and  in 
central  South  America.  For  our  study  area,  there  are 
just  two  earlier  records  of  this  imposing  wader:  three 
birds  in  Portville,  August  11-24,  1978,  and  four  in 
Mayville,  August  3,  2011 . 


(top)  Black  Vulture  and  (bottom)  Piping  Plover 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Woodlawn  State  Park  on 
August  12th  and  15th  respectively. 
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Two  highlights  marked  the  August  shorebirding 
season,  a  favorite  time  for  many  birders  in  the  region. 

At  Woodlawn  State  Park  in  Blasdell  on  the  15th,  Sue 
Barth  discovered  a  juvenile  Piping  Plover — only  the 
twelfth  record  of  this  confiding,  charming  little  shorebird 
for  our  area  since  1964.  Alerted  by  her  posts  on 
Genesee  Birds  and  the  WNY  Bird  Alert,  other  observers 
got  good  looks  at  the  bird,  which  remained  at 
Woodlawn  through  the  16th.  From  John  Brett  of  Canada 
Wildlife  Service — Ontario,  to  whom  Barth  sent  her 
photos  of  this  banded  bird,  she  learned  that  it  was 
hatched  at  Wasaga  Beach,  Ontario,  at  the  south  end  of 
Georgian  Bay  on  Lake  Huron.  With  a  Great  Lakes 
population  federally  listed  as  Endangered,  the  Piping 
Plover  remains  a  species  at  risk.  Although  it’s  now  in 
slow  recovery,  along  U  S.  shores  the  lion’s  share  of  that 
recovery  has  been  in  Michigan.  Every  sighting  of  this 
species  on  or  near  the  Great  Lakes  is  a  triumph,  and 
it’s  especially  encouraging  that,  in  May  of  this  year, 
Carol  Hardenburg  also  discovered  a  Piping  Plover 
along  the  lake  shore  at  Chautauqua  Institution. 

The  second  shorebird  highlight  of  the  month  was 
an  exciting  count  of  16-17  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  by 
the  Farnans,  who  found  the  birds  at  Port  Colborne,  ON, 
on  the  26th.  Later  that  day,  Peter  Yoerg  counted  17-18 
individuals  there.  The  previous  high  count  for  this 
species  was  12  birds  by  Dr.  Andrle  in  1964.  For  their 
delicate  beauty,  their  scarcity  in  the  study  area,  and 
their  marathon  fall  migration  from  northernmost  Alaska 
and  the  high  Canadian  arctic  to  the  grasslands  of 
southern  South  America,  Buff-breasteds  are  birds  to 
prize. 

In  all,  a  respectable  twenty  species  of  shorebirds 
were  reported  in  August.  And  three  unreported  species 
— Spotted  Sandpiper,  Wilson’s  Snipe,  and  American 
Woodcock — were  doubtless  seen  as  well.  Like  the 
Killdeer,  they  are  not  usually  listed  in  the  “Noteworthy 
Records”  unless  observation  dates  or  high  counts  merit 
it.  This  month,  notable  sightings  included  single  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  at  four  different  locations,  and  just  one 
report  of  a  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  a  single  bird  seen 
by  Bemont  at  Lakeside  Beach  State  Park  on  August 
22nd.  Stilt  Sandpiper  was  found  at  four  locations,  with  a 
high  count  of  three  birds  by  Pawlicki  and  Mitchell  at 
Tonawanda  WMA  on  the  1 9th.  On  August  8th,  three  days 
before  its  fall  limiting  date  in  the  BOS  Verification  Date 
Guide,  Pawlicki  recorded  a  Red-necked  Phalarope  in 
Buffalo  Harbor.  And  birds  seen  in  good  numbers 
included  Mitchell’s  45  Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Tonawanda 
WMA  on  the  25th,  Kundl’s  1 7  Solitary  Sandpipers  at 
Lewiston  on  the  6th,  and  Yoerg’s  45  Black-bellied 
Plovers  at  Haldimand,  ON,  on  the  25th.  On  the  negative 
side  of  the  shorebird  ledger,  a  single  report  of  one  Red 
Knot  in  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell,  August  29)  only 
underlined  the  species’  decline.  And  “misses”  for  the 
month  included  Willet,  Whimbrel,  Western  Sandpiper, 
and  (especially  hard  to  find  and  identify)  Long-billed 
Dowitcher. 

Southbound  Neotropical  passerines  began  to  draw 
birders’  attention  in  the  third  and  fourth  weeks  of  the 
month.  From  widely  scattered  locations,  there  were  five 
reports  of  single  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  (a  species  in 
decline  for  several  decades,  perhaps  headed 
eventually  for  Threatened  or  even  Endangered  status). 
Four  of  the  region’s  five  Empidonax  flycatchers  were 


recorded  (the  fifth  of  these,  Willow  Flycatcher,  is 
another  species  listed  as  "Noteworthy”  only  when  dates 
of  observation  and/or  numbers  of  birds  call  for  it).  The 
season’s  first  migrating  Catharus  thrushes  to  be 
reported  were  two  Swainson’s  Thrushes  found  on 
August  22nd:  a  bird  at  Amherst  SP  (Salembier  & 
Pawlicki),  and  one  at  Lakeside  Beach  SP  (Spahn). 
Among  the  warblers,  a  very  respectable  22  species 
were  recorded.  It  was  scarcely  a  month  for  fallouts, 
however.  Just  one  species — the  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler — was  encountered  in  impressive  numbers 
when  Pawlicki  and  Salembier  found  nine  of  these  birds 
at  Amherst  State  Park  on  August  22nd.  All  but  four  of  the 
other  warbler  reports  were  of  single  birds.  Among 
those,  an  early  Palm  Warbler  was  found  by  Markey  at 
Fort  Niagara  State  Park  on  the  22nd,  and  a  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  discovered  by  Sawusch  at  Amherst 
State  Park  on  the  6th.  The  latter,  an  early  fall  migrant 
that  breeds  along  wooded  streams  and  prefers  this 
habitat  even  on  migration,  is  rarely  seen  as  it  travels 
south  in  the  fall. 

Regrettably,  more  remaining  records  deserve 
attention  than  space  permits.  In  conclusion,  here  is  one 
of  the  most  encouraging,  set  in  historical  context:  When 
field  work  for  the  second  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New 
York  State  concluded  in  2005,  the  Merlin’s  expansion 
south  and  west  across  our  state  was  a  new 
phenomenon.  Breeding  Merlins  had  been  found  in  just 
three  Western  New  York  locations.  Since  then,  the 
species’  expansion  has  continued  at  a  remarkable  clip, 
especially  in  urban  areas.  This  month  alone,  one  to  two 
of  these  feisty  little  falcons  were  reported  from  16  (!) 
different  places  in  the  study  area.  In  a  post  on  Genesee 
Birds  (August  10),  Tom  Simmons  noted  that  Merlins 
have  now  bred  successfully  for  six  consecutive  years  in 
the  village  of  Lakewood,  just  west  of  Jamestown.  And 
on  August  3rd,  Peter  Yoerg  offered  this  friendly 
challenge:  “Anyone  care  to  guess  how  many  [Merlin] 
nests  there  were  this  year  in  the  entire  BOS  area  or  in 
[Kingbird]  Region  1?”  To  find  this  out,  it  would  take  a 
survey  of  nest  sites,  preferably  in  June,  the  height  of 
the  Merlin’s  breeding  season.  Whatever  their  numbers 
have  grown  to,  though,  we’re  grateful  for  them  all. 

Many  thanks  to  Mike  Morgante  for  locating  a 
number  of  records  in  the  BOS  Database  needed  for  this 
article,  and  for  his  editorial  suggestions.  Thanks,  too,  to 
Willie  D’Anna  for  his  expert  answers  to  my  questions 
about  the  records  of  Wood  Stork,  Common  Eider,  and 
Piping  Plover. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Verified  Location 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

Mute  Swan 

M 

Wood  Duck 


Gadwall 

American  Wigeon 
American  Black  Duck 
Blue-winged  Teal 


Northern  Shoveler 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Common  Eider 

Bufflehead 
Common  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 

Common  Loon 

(( 

u 

Eared  Grebe 
Wood  Stork 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

American  Bittern 

(( 

Great  Egret 

u 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

u 

Black  Vulture 

u 

Osprey 

u 

H 

U 

Bald  Eagle 
Broad-winged  Hawk 
Virginia  Rail 

u 

Common  Gallinule 
Sandhill  Crane 


August  Number 


25 

1 

31 

5 

7 

78 

12 

76 

17 

57 

21 

5 

27 

9 

8;  27 

6 

10 

1 

15F 

12 

21 

30 

27 

95 

27 

10 

8;  11;  13 

1 

1-25 

1 

27 

1 

11 

1 

3-21 

1 

10 

1 

15 

25 

8;  23 

20;  25 

13 

1 

14,  17 

1 

30 

1 

1;  8-27 

i;  2 

26 

i 

6 

1500 

3 

1 

14 

3 

18 

176 

19 

76 

18 

15 

18 

26 

12-19 

1 

27 

2 

2;  5 

4 

10 

5 

12 

4 

23 

4 

6,7 

6,7 

22 

1 

1 

2 

11 

2 

18 

22 

12 

3 

14 

1 

19 

2  +  1  yg 

Location 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 
Tifft  NP 

Batavia  WWTP 
Attica 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
New  Albion  Lake 
LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 
Tifft  NP 

Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
North  Collins 
Wilson 

Batavia  WWTP 

Clarence 

Wilson 

Fort  Niagara  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Eden 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Tifft  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Lewiston 
Tifft  NP 
South  Valley 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Buffalo 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Somerset 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Batavia  WWTP 

Iroquois  NWR 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Clarence 

Kiantone 


Observer(s) 

Morien 

Giles 

Humann 

Pawlicki,  Morse,  Callaghan 

Beattie 

Pawlicki 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 
Rosche;  Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 
Mitchell,  Pawlicki 
Barth 

Humann,  Barth,  Seidman 
Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 
Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 
Rosche;  Gullo;  Beattie 
Goetz;  VerHague 
Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 
Barth;  Gullo 
Walters,  Adams  et  al 
Pawlicki,  Mitchell 
D'Anna 

Rosche;  Beattie 
R.  Guthrie 
D'Anna 
D'Anna 

Rosche;  Barth  et  al 
Wilcox-Swanson,  W.  Kester  et  al 

A.  Guthrie,  B&B  Morse 

Simmen 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki 

Barth,  D’Anna  et  al 
Kundl 

Mudd;  Callesto 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

Pawlicki,  Morse,  Callaghan 

Gordon 

Bemont 

D'Anna 

Rubach 

Barth 

Pawlicki 

Pawlicki,  Morse,  Callaghan 

R.  Guthrie 

Dowlan 
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SDecies 

Auaust 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Black-bellied  Plover 

16F 

1 

Dunkirk  Flarbor 

VerHague 

u 

18 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

it 

22,  23;  26 

8,  5;  2 

Somerset 

D'Anna,  Potter 

u 

25 

45 

Haldimand,  ON 

Yoerg 

American  Golden-Plover 

23F 

2 

Somerset 

D'Anna 

u 

23F 

1 

Carlton 

Morien 

If 

26 

4 

Port  Colborne,  ON 

Yoerg 

Semipalmated  Plover 

2;  21 

15;  18 

Tifft  NP 

Rubach;  Seidman 

Pipina  Plover 

15-16 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barth  et  al 

Killdeer 

21 

117 

Grand  Island 

Humann 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

6 

17 

Lewiston 

Kundl 

« 

10 

6 

Leon 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

u 

13 

6 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

19;  25 

28;  45 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Mitchell 

Upland  Sandpiper 

2 

1  flyover 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

u 

6 

1 

Tillman  Rd.  WMA 

Lenz,  Goldberg,  MacDonald 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

22 

4 

LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Humann,  Barth 

u 

26 

2 

Point  Breeze 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Red  Knot 

29 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

Sanderling 

14F,  31 

3,8 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

u 

20 

11 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Humann,  Barth,  Rybczynski 

u 

20 

3 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barton 

(t 

21 

10 

Hanover 

Rybczynski 

u 

26 

2 

Point  Breeze 

D'Anna,  Morien 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

14;  16 

25;  18 

Pomfret 

Lenz;  Mosher 

u 

30 

19 

Batavia 

Beattie 

Least  Sandpiper 

12 

36 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Pawlicki,  Morse,  Callaghan 

u 

30 

23 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

22 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

12F 

1 

John  White  WMA 

Mitchell  et  al 

(i 

15 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Salembier,  Gullo,  VerHague 

it 

19 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell 

u 

26 

1 

Port  Colborne,  ON 

Yoerg 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

12 

7 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Pawlicki,  Morse,  Callaghan 

II 

26 

10 

Port  Colborne,  ON 

Yoerg 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

19F;  25 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Mitchell 

u 

28 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Coleman 

it 

30,  31 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

a 

31 

1 

Lewiston 

Humann,  D'Anna,  Kundl 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

14;  21 

1 

Dunnville,  ON 

Martin  et  al;  Vandermeulin 

(i 

26,  29 

16-17.  7 

Port  Colborne,  ON 

B&J  Farnan;  Yoerg;  Yoerg 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

2 

1 

Lancaster 

Mitchell 

it 

6;  31 

1;  2 

Lewiston 

Kundl;  D’Anna,  Humann 

if 

14;  16 

2;  3 

Pomfret 

Goetz;  VerHague 

u 

14,  19 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Pawlicki 

u 

19;  25 

3;  2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Pawlicki,  Mitchell;  Mitchell 

u 

25 

1 

Newstead 

Mitchell 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

8 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

21 

42 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

15-26 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Pawlicki  et  al 

ii 

15 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Yoerg 

u 

16 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

u 

21 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Pawlicki 

Caspian  Tern 

15 

15 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

u 

21 

34 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

u 

26 

18 

Point  Breeze 

D'Anna,  Morien 

Black  Tern 

12;  18 

2;  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Pawlicki,  Callaghan;  Pawlicki 

Common  Tern 

6;  21 

300;  123 

Buffalo  Harbor 

A.  Guthrie,  Pawlicki;  Pawlicki 

it 

30 

57 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Lona-tailed  Jaeaer 

21 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Pawlicki 

Parasitic/Long-tailed  Jaeger 

30 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Common  Nighthawk 

23 

2 

Shelby 

Morien 

it 

24 

3 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Rose-Burney,  Barton 

u 

24 

3 

West  Seneca 

Bertola 

75 


Species 


Red-headed  Woodpecker 


Merlin 

Peregrine  Falcon 


Olive-sided  Flycatcher 


Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 
Acadian  Flycatcher 
Alder  Flycatcher 
Least  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Kingbird 
Purple  Martin 
Tree  Swallow 

Bank  Swallow 

u 

Barn  Swallow 


a 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

u 

Ovenbird 

u 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 
Northern  Waterthrush 
Golden-winged  Warbler 
Black-and-white  Warbler 

u 

Tennessee  Warbler 
Nashville  Warbler 

(i 

Mourning  Warbler 
Cape  May  Warbler 

u 

Northern  Parula 
Magnolia  Warbler 
Bay-breasted  Warbler 

u 

u 

Blackburnian  Warbler 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

u 

Blackpoll  Warbler 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler 
Pine  Warbler 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
Black-throat.  Green  Warbler 


August  Number 


25 

4 

25 

3 

25 

2 

26 

10 

21 

3 

27,  30 

8,  5 

28 

3 

2-29 

1-2 

6 

1 

7,  17 

2,  1 

11 

1 

14 

1 

25 

2 

26 

1 

30 

1 

22F 

1 

22F;  31 

1 

24-29 

1 

27,  29 

1 

27,  28 

1 

18F,  22 

1 

10 

2 

27 

1 

29 

1 

13;  17 

48;  21 

10,  25 

550,  1500 

23 

120 

29 

140 

18 

430 

23 

165 

6 

200 

9 

135 

18 

4365 

25 

125 

29 

210 

22F 

1 

22F 

1 

21 F 

1 

27 

1 

6 

1 

2F;  20 

1 

31 

1 

15F 

1 

31 

4 

22F 

1 

23F 

2 

23F 

1 

22F 

1 

9F,  10 

1 

28 

3 

31 F 

1 

17F 

1 

28F 

1 

28F 

1 

29 

1 

10F 

1 

9F 

1 

22 

9 

16F 

1 

25F 

1 

22F 

1 

27F 

1 

18F 

1 

22F 

1 

Location 

Wellsville 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Amherst 

Orangeville 

Hamburg 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Reports  from  16  locations 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Grand  Island 

Batavia  WWTP 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Wilson 

Pomfret 

Dunkirk 

Amherst  SP 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Forestville 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Amherst  SP 

North  Collins 

Middlebury 

Lewiston 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Batavia  WWTP 

Bethany 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia  WWTP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Bethany 
Amherst  SP 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
North  Tonawanda 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Amherst  SP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Tifft  NP 
Amherst  SP 
Wilson 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Niagara 

Amherst  SP 

Goat  Island 

Newfane 

Tifft  NP 

Times  Beach  NP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Amherst  SP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Times  Beach  NP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Amherst  SP 


Observer(s) 

Reichman 

Sharon 

Mark 

T&S  Somerville 
Rose-Burney 
D'Anna,  Potter,  Morien 
Bemont 

Multiple  Observers 

VerHague 

Humann 

Barth 

Pawlicki 

Humann 

Kundl 

Mosher 

Wood 

Pawlicki,  Salembier;  Yoerg 

Barth  et  al 

VerHague 

Sharon 

Salembier;  Salembier,  Pawlicki 
Pawlicki,  Mitchell 
Beattie 
Giles 

VerHague;  Stineman 

Humann 

Beattie 

Beattie 

Pawlicki 

Beattie 

Lenz  et  al 

VerHague 

Pawlicki 

Humann 

Beattie 

Salembier,  Pawlicki 

Spahn 

Deed 

Rubenstein 

Sawusch 

Barth;  Humann,  Barth 

Humann 

Barth 

Humann 

Markey 

Barton 

Sharon 

Sawusch 

D'Anna,  Potter 

D'Anna 

Kundl 

Ibsen 

Harbison 

Strong 

Sharon 

Seidman 

Barth 

Pawlicki,  Salembier 

D'Anna 

Seidman 

Markey 

D'Anna 

Barth 

Pawlicki,  Salembier 
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Species 

Canada  Warbler 

u 

Wilson’s  Warbler 
Bobolink 

Red-winged  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 

u 

Orchard  Oriole 
Baltimore  Oriole 
Pine  Siskin 


August  Number 


17F 

1 

17F 

1 

24F;  25 

1 

17;  24 

28;  80 

2 

375 

22 

676 

31 

780 

4,6 

1 

19,  25 

15 

12 

1 

Location 

Tifft  NP 
Attica 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Attica 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Orchard  Park 
Lewiston 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 


Observer(s) 

Pawlicki 

Beattie 

Barton;  Humann,  Seidman 

Beattie;  Rosche 

Humann 

Bertola 

D'Anna 

Bemont 

Humann 

Kerr 


Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016:  270 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month:  8 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016:  278 


(clockwise  from  top)  Long-tailed  Jaeger  in-flight  series 
photographed  by  Jim  Pawlicki  at  Buffalo  Harbor  on  August 
21st,  partial  leucistic  Black-capped  Chickadee  photographed 
by  Gale  VerHague  at  Forestville  in  August,  Sandhill  Cranes 
photographed  by  Dowlan  at  Kiantone  on  August  19th,  and  a 
Sanderling  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Wright  Park 
Beach  in  Dunkirk  on  August  31st. 
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Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 

BOS  area  Christmas  Bird  Counts 

December  27:  Tuesday.  Niagara  Falls  CBC  (ON/NY),  Marcie 
Jacklin  (Ontario:  mjacklin@brocku.ca  or  905-871-2577)  or  Willie 
D'Anna  (NYS:  dannapotter@roadrunner.com  or 
716-751-3637) 

December  28:  Wednesday.  Oak  Orchard  CBC,  Celeste  Morien 
(celeste.morien@gmail.com  or  585-721-8202) 

December  31:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  CBC,  Tom 
O'Donnell  (tmodonnell@roadrunner.com  or 
716-284-5569) 

December  31:  Saturday.  Port  Colborne  CBC,  Drew  Campbell 
(drew.campbell@gm.com  or  drewcampbell@roadrunner.com: 
(home)  716-668-0759  or  (cell)  812-797-6679).  Meet  at 
McDonald's,  Highway  3  and  Highway  58,  Port  Colborne  at  8AM 
January  1:  Sunday.  Dunkirk-Fredonia  CBC,  Joanne  Goetz 
(goetz@netsync.net  or  716-673-1627) 


January  11:  7PM  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Rarity  Roundup! 

BOS  members  will  present  photographs  and  stories  about  bird 
rarities  they  observed  in  the  BOS  study  area  during  2016. 
Please  email  photographs  and  stories  to  Sue  Barth: 
suebarth@.v.erizon,net  or  Alec  Humann  alechumann@msn.com. 

January  15:  Sunday.  January  Waterfowl  Count  and  Mid-winter 
Bald  Eagle  Survey.  The  count  window  is  January  14-22 
however  counters  are  urged  to  use  the  target  date  of  Sunday, 
Jan  15,  weather  permitting,  to  avoid  potential  double  or  under 
counting.  Contact  the  compiler  for  information,  Jim  Landau  at 
716-941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.com. 

February  8:  7PM  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Madeline  Prush, 
Biology  Technician  at  Iroquois  NWR,  will  present  a  talk  about 
habitat  management  at  the  refuge. 

March  8:  7PM:  Wednesday  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Buffalo  Audubon 
Society's  naturalist,  Tom  Kerr,  will  present  on  promoting 
appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  nature  through  education  and 
stewardship.  He  will  focus  on  Western  New  York  and  the  Great 
Lakes  region. 


(top)  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  on  August  24th  and  (bottom)  diving 
Caspian  Tern  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor  on  August  16th. 
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THE  MONTH:  September 


David  F.  Suggs 


A  hot,  dry  summer  persisted  into  September.  The 
summer  heat  raised  the  temperature  of  Lake  Erie  to  a 
record  high  of  77  °F  to  begin  the  month.  Record  daily 
water  temperatures  lasted  through  the  month,  lowering 
only  to  69°  by  the  end  of  September.  Average  air 
temperatures  were  67°,  almost  5°  above  the  normal 
mean.  Temperatures  of  over  80°  occurred  on  11  days. 
Slightly  below  normal,  3.5  inches  of  rain  fell  on  nine 
rainy  days.  Two  storms  contributed  the  majority  of  the 
total  rain.  On  the  10th,  a  warm  front  followed  by  a  cold 
front  dropped  up  to  one  inch  of  rain,  and  a  storm  on  the 
1 7th  deluged  1 .8  inches,  the  greatest  daily  rainfall  in  the 
past  12  months. 

What  about  the  September  winds?  On  the  fourth 
day  of  south-west  winds,  September  8th,  wind  speeds 
reached  29  mph  with  gusts  to  38  mph.  Humann  and 
Barth  reacted  by  staking  out  the  Niagara  River  at  Lake 
Erie.  Viewing  from  the  Erie  Basin  Marina  tower  in 
Buffalo,  they  observed  and  verified  a  very  rare  Long¬ 
tailed  Jaeger.  The  dark  morph,  juvenile  bird  took  two 
passes  over  Donnelley’s  Pier  and  then  departed 
beyond  the  Peace  Bridge.  In  September  1996,  the  river 
source  was  also  the  location  of  the  first  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  recorded  in  the  BOS  region,  when  counts  of 
three  and  five  occurred.  Most  recently,  a  juvenile  of  this 
species  was  verified  by  Pawlicki  on  the  Buffalo 
waterfront  on  August  21st  of  this  year. 

The  other  species  verification  in  September  was  a 
Fish  Crow,  heard  and  photographed  by  Kundl,  at  Olcott 
on  September  2nd.  Both  the  first  record  of  Fish  Crow  in 
2012,  and  the  majority  of  the  21  records  since  are  from 
the  Niagara  River  corridor.  Kundl’s  record  is  the  fifth 
away  from  the  river,  and  the  second  along  the  Lake 
Ontario  shore.  Listen  to  and  look  closely  at  your  local 
crows  to  track  the  spread  of  this  new  regional  species. 


Date  verification  records  were  the 
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region’s  first 
September 
record  of  Red- 
throated  Loon, 
by  Griffith  et  al, 
at  Fort  Erie, 
Ontario,  and 
Seidman’s 
photograph  of  a 


rare,  fall  Worm-eating  Warbler  at  Times  Beach  Nature 
Preserve  in  Buffalo.  Only  the  fifth  fall  record  of  this 
warbler,  among  less  than  40  records  since  1961. 

Two  species  known  as  fall-not-spring  migrants  were 
added  to  the  Noteworthy  Records  2016  list  -  Parasitic 
Jaeger  and  Connecticut  Warbler,  for  a  typical  year  to 
date  total  of  280  species. 


(top  to  bottom)  Worm-eating  Warbler  photographed  by 
Seidman  at  Times  Beach  Nature  Preserve  on  Sept.  4th  and 
a  Fish  Crow  photographed  by  Kundl  at  Olcott  on  Sept.  3rd. 
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On  September 
23rd  and  24th,  warm 
SE  winds  turned  to 
cold  NE  winds  and 
temperatures 
dropped  from  70°  to 
56°.  Hess  and 
Yoerg 

independently 
recognized  the 
weather  change 
would  prompt 
migration,  and  used 
their  auditory  skills 
to  detect  and  count 
the  night  flight  calls 
of  thrushes  over 
Tonawanda  and 
Buffalo. 
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Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  New 
York  State  Purple  Martin  Project  Gourd 
Rack  Initiative 

Celeste  Morien 

Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  (BWWTP)  in 
Batavia,  NY  is  a  birder's  paradise  with  400  acres  of  open 
space  that  is  open  to  the  public  7AM-3  PM  daily,  on  9 
Treadeasy  Drive,  Batavia.  The  lagoon  system  is  said  to 
be  the  largest  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Effluent  is  not 
chemically  treated  and  after  six  to  nine  months  of  natural 
cleansing  is  discharged  safely  into  Tonawanda  Creek. 
New  Plant  Manager,  Kevin  Volk  is  very  friendly  and 
encourages  birders  to  make  note  of  their  sightings  so  he 
can  keep  a  current  list  of  species  sighted  at  the  facility. 

So  far,  the  plant  has  hosted  approximately  150  -160 
species  of  birds.  The  only  requirement  of  birders  is  to 
sign  in  at  the  plant  office.  Local  birders  have  found 
uncommon  species  here,  including  Northern  Wheatear, 
Willet,  Piping  Plover,  Eared  Grebe,  Red-necked 
Phalarope  and  Bohemian  Waxwing,  among  others. 

In  201 3,  in  a  joint  effort  to  replace  outdated  Purple 
Martin  housing  at  the  plant,  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

(continued  on  page  85) 


(top  to  bottom)  Common  Raven  photographed  by  Sue 
Barth  at  Woodlawn  Beach  on  Sept.  12th,  Cape  May  Warbler 
photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Boutwell  Hill  State 
Forest  in  Cherry  Creek  on  Sept.  28th,  American  Golden- 
Plover  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Buffalo  Waterfront  on 
Sept.  1 3th,  and  a  Red-throated  Loon  photographed  by 
Joanne  Redwood  at  Ft.  Erie,  Ontario  on  Sept.  18th. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Verified  Location 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species  September  Number 


Snow  Goose 

Cackling  Goose 

u 

Wood  Duck 

ii 

26 

21 F 

27 

4 

11;  30 

2 

1 

2 

68 

92;  125 

ii 

15 

187 

it 

30 

209 

Gadwall 

13 

12 

American  Wigeon 

30 

39 

ii 

30 

65 

American  Black  Duck 

13;  30 

16;  16 

Blue-winged  Teal 

1;  19;  30 

50;  39;  29 

Northern  Shoveler 

19;  30 

176;  224 

Northern  Pintail 

14 

25 

ii 

24 

174 

Green-winged  Teal 

1;  30 

75;  56 

ii 

2;  12 

90;  98 

Redhead 

2,  3,14 

2 

ii 

11;  19 

2;  2 

it 

21 

1 

ii 

30 

1 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6F 

1 

it 

8;  9 

2 

Greater  Scaup 

18 

1 

ii 

24 

8 

ii 

30 

37 

Lesser  Scaup 

24 

1 

ii 

30 

1 

it 

30 

1 

Surf  Scoter 

15F 

2 

ii 

27 

1 

White-winged  Scoter 

24F 

11 

Common  Merganser 

14 

37 

ii 

27 

37 

ti 

30 

50 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

11 

1 

ii 

24 

22 

Ruddy  Duck 

13;  30 

47;  126 

Red-throated  Loon 

18F-22 

1 

Common  Loon 

1,  14 

1 

ii 

3;  24 

i;  9 

Horned  Grebe 

21,  24 

2,  1 

ii 

30 

1 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

1 

ii 

24 

1 

Eared  Grebe 

9-30;  18 

2;  3 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

27 

1400 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Shelby 

Morien 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

Tifft  NP 

Humann,  Bacher 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  Lawrence,  Berend 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence,  Berend 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Lawrence,  Berend 

Batavia  WWTP 

Rosche;  D'Anna;  Lawrence  et  al 

Batavia  WWTP 

D'Anna;  Lawrence,  Berend 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Rosche;  Lawrence,  Berend 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morien;  D'Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Vandermeulen 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante;  D'Anna 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Barth 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Giles;  D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Yoerg 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Niagara  Falls 

Kundl 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Silver  Creek 

VerHague 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence,  Berend 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Vandermeulen 

Bird  Island  Pier 

Yoerg 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Humann,  Barth 

Silver  Creek 

VerHague 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Lenz,  Walker 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morien;  Lawrence,  Berend 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Griffiths  et  al 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Batavia  WWTP 

Barton  et  al;  Yoerg 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Humann,  Barth 
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Species 

American  Bittern 

u 

Great  Egret 

u 

Black-cr.  Night-Heron 

a 

a 

Black  Vulture 
Bald  Eagle 

a 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

a 

Broad-winged  Hawk 
Virginia  Rail 

a 

Sora 

Common  Gallinule 
Sandhill  Crane 


Black-bellied  Plover 


American  Golden-Plover 


Semipalmated  Plover 

a 

Killdeer 

a 

Solitary  Sandpiper 
Greater  Yellowlegs 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Ruddy  Turnstone 

a 

Red  Knot 
Sanderling 


Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

a 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

a 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

a 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

a 

a 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

a 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 


September  Number 

8  1 


17 

1 

5;  17 

160;  127 

11 

109 

12 

21 

17 

12 

30 

1 

23 

3 

18 

3 

30 

3 

4 

1 

28 

1 

11 L 

1 

19 

1 

24 

3 

24 

1 

5 

35 

3,4 

2 

9;  15;  20 

3;  4 

12 

1 

15 

5 

16 

8 

2;  12;  18 

2;  3;  4 

7 

1 

19;  27;  29 

3;  6;  11 

19 

5 

23 

2 

25 

16 

5 

2 

13;  30 

i;  2 

12;  13;  26 

1;  2;  1 

16 

2 

19;  20 

35;  10 

19 

23 

3;  11 

21;  26 

18 

30 

4 

107 

11 

72 

7;  9 

6;  6 

2,  13 

20,  24 

3 

84 

8 

6 

27 

1 

5,  18 

4,  1 

1 

1 

2;  10;  11 

4;  8,6 

6 

4 

4;  27 

2 

12 

6 

15 

2 

27 

6 

14 

40 

18 

30 

5 

1 

9 

2 

1 

18 

2 

23 

30 

21 

3;  5 

8;  8 

7 

4 

16 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1;  14 

4;  2 

Location 

Batavia 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Lewiston 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Silver  Creek 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Ashville 
Tifft  NP 

Batavia  WWTP 
North  Harmony 
North  Harmony 
Iroquois  NWR 
Shelby 

Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
John  White  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Westfield 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 
Batavia 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Batavia  WWTP 

Pembroke 

Batavia 

Alabama 

Tifft  NP 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Shelby 

Dunkirk 

Lewiston 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Bird  Island  Pier 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Point  Breeze 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Bird  Island  Pier 
Batavia 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Lewiston 
Bond  Lake  CP 
Port  Colborne,  Ont. 
Shelby 
Lewiston 


Observer(s) 

Beattie 
Morien  et  al 
Mrozek;  Morien  et  al 
Rockwell 

D'Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Morien  et  al 

Humann 

Kundl 

Bemont 

VerHague 

Morien,  Giles 

Mosher,  Townsend 

Rose-Burney,  Yeola 

D'Anna 

Vanstrom 

Van  strom 

Rockwell 

Morien 

Trouerbach;  Morin;  Holmes 

D’Anna,  Morien 

Morien 

Lawrence 

Morien;  D'Anna  et  al;  Yoerg 
Stineman 

Barth;  Rybczynski;  Barth 

M.  Tetlow 

Barth 

Mitchell 

Beattie,  Yoerg 

Humann,  Barth;  Barth 

A&J  Sawusch;  Morien;  Martin 

Lawrence 

M.  Tetlow;  Mark 

M.  Tetlow 

Kerr;  Coleman 

Mitchell 

Morien 

Lenz,  Walker 

Kundl;  D’Anna 

Beattie 

D'Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Humann,  Barth 

Yoerg 

Mitchell 

Morien 

VerHague;  Salim;  Goetz 
Barth 

Morgante;  Humann,  Barth 

Sawusch 

Barth 

Yoerg 

Beattie 

Mitchell 

Mitchell 

Yoerg 

Beattie 

Morien 

Morien 

D'Anna,  Morien,  Barth;  Beattie 

Kundl 

Seyler 

Vandermeulen 
Morien 
Mark;  Kundl 
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Soecies 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

tt 

5 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Beattie 

M 

5 

2 

Buffalo  Flarbor 

Mitchell 

a 

16 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

2-5 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2,  14,  30 

4,  6,9 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

a 

8 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barth 

a 

12 

1 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Caspian  Tern 

17 

16 

Tonawanda 

Kundl 

a 

24 

2 

Wilson 

D'Anna 

Black  Tern 

8 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

a 

11 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Morgante 

a 

11 

1 

Alma 

Reichman 

a 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Vandermeulen 

Common  Tern 

8 

161 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

a 

27 

1 

Buffalo  Flarbor 

Humann 

Lona-tailed  Jaeaer 

8 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Humann,  Barth 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

15 

4 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Vandermeulen 

Parasitic/Pomarine  Jaeger 

14 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Jaeger  species 

1 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D’Anna 

a 

24 

1 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

2 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Yoerg 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

15L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Sharon 

Common  Nighthawk 

3,  13 

2 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

6 

1 

Times  Beach 

Kerr,  Seidman 

a 

11;  12 

14;  6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rockwell;  D'Anna  et  a 

a 

7 

10 

Lockport 

Grabowski 

a 

7 

1 

Batavia 

Beattie 

a 

10 

6 

Amherst 

Morgante 

it 

17 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien  et  al 

tt 

17 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien  et  al 

Chimney  Swift 

27 

11 

Reinstein  Woods  NP 

Krah 

a 

29 

12 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Morien 

a 

5,  10 

4,4 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

a 

2-25 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

a 

20 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

24F 

3 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Merlin 

2-28 

1-2 

Reports  from  15  locations 

Multiple  Observers 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

1 

Batavia 

Beattie 

a 

14 

2 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Barth 

tt 

29 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

tt 

30 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Rising 

tt 

2 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D'Anna 

tt 

3 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Rising 

tt  -  «  — 

6 

2 

Gaines 

Bemont 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

4 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Humann,  Bacher 

it 

10 

1 

Amherst 

Salembier 

tt 

18 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler 

tt 

19 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

VerHague 

tt 

27L 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Willow  Flycatcher 

30L 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

Least  Flycatcher 

11 L 

1 

Amherst 

Salembier 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

15L 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

Mosher 

tt 

15L 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler 

Eastern  Kingbird 

14L 

1 

Newfane 

Strong 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

20L 

2 

Gaines 

Bemont 

Warbling  Vireo 

4 

8 

Tifft  NP 

Humann,  Bacher 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

4 

1 

Ellicottville 

Barton 

tt 

12 

2 

Attica 

Rosche 

tt 

18 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

D'Anna 

Blue  Jay 

18 

83 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Fish  Crow 

2 

1 

Olcott 

Kundl 

Common  Raven 

12,  17 

2,  1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barth 
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Species 

Horned  Lark 
Purple  Martin 

u 

Tree  Swallow 

u 

Bank  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Barn  Swallow 

it 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
Winter  Wren 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

Veery 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 


Swainson’s  Thrush 

u 

u 

American  Robin 
European  Starling 
American  Pipit 

tt 

Ovenbird 

Worm-eating  Warbler 
Northern  Waterthrush 
Blue-winged  Warbler 
“Brewster’s”  Warbler 
Black-and-white  Warbler 

u 

tt 

Tennessee  Warbler 
Orange-crowned  Warbler 

a 

tt 

tt 

u 

Nashville  Warbler 
Connecticut  Warbler 
Mourning  Warbler 

it 

u 

tt 

u 

Hooded  Warbler 

u 

American  Redstart 

u 

tt 

Cape  May  Warbler 

u 

tt 

tt 

Magnolia  Warbler 

tt 

tt 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

tt 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 


Seotember 

Number 

5 

41 

6;  13 

1800;  3500 

21L 

1 

16;  30 

1000;  603 

30 

130 

13;  19L 

40;  2 

16L 

1 

5 

55 

13 

50 

5,  10 

6,  10 

19F 

2 

19L 

1 

8F 

1 

15F 

1 

15F 

1 

23 

17  flyovers 

12F 

1 

23 

5 

24 

10  flyovers 

30 

3 

15 

13 

19,  28 

11,  12 

23 

47  flyovers 

28,  30 

535,  375 

3,  12 

6500,  7096 

25F 

2 

25F 

16 

30 

1 

4 

1 

29L 

1 

19L 

1 

6 

1 

10 

5 

11 

3 

27L 

1 

15,  18 

12,  8 

17 

1 

18 

1 

19 

1 

24-29 

1 

28,  30 

1 

18 

8 

20 

1 

4 

1 

5-9 

1 

15 

1 

19L 

1 

19L 

1 

4 

4 

19 

4 

10 

6 

11 

6 

18 

8 

8 

6 

11 

4 

13 

5 

24 

4 

1 

8 

11 

10 

18 

8 

10 

9 

17 

4 

30L 

2 

19,  28 

13,  12 

Location 

Shelby 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Short  Hill  PP,  Ont. 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  NP 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

Amherst  SP 

Tonawanda 

Wilson 

Tonawanda 

Buffalo 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Grand  Island 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Tonawanda 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Porter 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Times  Beach  NP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
North  Harmony 
Gaines 

Fort  Niagara  SP 
Lake  Erie  SP 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
Bond  Lake  CP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Aurora 
Tifft  NP 
Amherst  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Bond  Lake  CP 
Tifft  NP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Wilson 
Amherst  SP 
Point  Gratiot 
Tifft  NP 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Lake  Erie  SP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Lake  Erie  SP 
Amherst  SP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Arkwright 
Harmony 
Lake  Erie  SP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Lake  Erie  SP 
Bond  Lake  CP 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 


Observer(s) 

Morien 

Morien  et  al  (BOS);  Humann 
Robins 

Horsey;  Lawrence,  Berend 

Morien 

D'Anna 

Kundl 

Rockwell 

Morien 

D'Anna,  Potter 

D'Anna 

Barth 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Mosher 
Sawusch 
Hess 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Hess 

Yoerg 

Humann 

Humann 

Humann 

Hess 

Humann 

D'Anna  et  al 

D'Anna 

Mitchell 

Seburn,  Jacklin 

Seidman 

Barth 

Van  strom 

Bemont 

D'Anna 

Lenz,  Walker 

Danstrom 

Seyler 

Barth 

Holmes 

Sharon 

Salembier  et  al 

Humann 

Seyler 

Rybczynski,  Barth 
Morien 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Sawusch 

VerHague 

Sharon 

Bemont 

VerHague 

D'Anna 

Lenz,  Walker 

Salembier 

D'Anna 

Lenz,  Walker 

Vanstrom 

VerHague  et  al 

D'Anna 

Lenz,  Walker 

Seyler 

D'Anna 

Barth 

Barth 

Humann 
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SDecies 

SeDtember 

Number 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

1 

4 

Pine  Warbler 

27 

3 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

24 

35 

it 

30 

17 

u 

30 

37 

Prairie  Warbler 

13 

1 

Canada  Warbler 

11 L 

2 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

IF 

1 

u 

IF 

1 

it 

29 

3 

Chipping  Sparrow 

18 

45 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

5F 

1 

ii 

25 

4 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1 0F,  28 

1,  35 

a 

28 

30 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

22F 

2 

it 

26 

6 

ii 

28 

5 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

4 

10 

ii 

19 

6 

Indigo  Bunting 

30 

1 

Bobolink 

1 

25 

it 

4L 

1 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

3 

1275 

it 

22 

1000 

Rusty  Blackbird 

19F 

1 

ii 

25 

3 

ii 

28 

3 

it 

30 

20 

Baltimore  Oriole 

4 

4 

ii 

6-1 3L 

1 

it 

9 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

25 

1 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented 
Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016: 

(continued  from  page  80) 

awarded  a  grant  to  New  York  State  Purple  Martin  Project 
(NYSPMP),  which  paid  for  the  installation  of  a  Gemini 
Gourd  Rack  and  twelve  gourds  The  Friends  of  Iroquois, 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  New  York  State 
have  also  been  active  in  funding  the  NYSPMP/lroquois/ 
Tonawanda/Oak  Orchard  Purple  Martin  sites,  and  we 
expected  that  some  of  the  fledged  birds  from  Iroquois  and 
the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation  Wildlife  Management  Areas  nearby  would 
colonize  the  new  Batavia  site.  In  fact,  none  of  those 
banded  martins  nested,  however  a  sub-adult  (SY)  male 
martin  (#B043)  green-banded  at  Iroquois  Job  Corp  Shop 
1  box  cavity  3  is  currently  hanging  around  with  several 
other  SY  males.  We  hope  that  these  males  return  from 
Brazil  in  full  breeding  plumage  to  nest  in  May  2017. 

Here’s  a  short  description  of  the  site:  The  gourds  on 
the  Batavia  rack  are  equipped  with  tunnel  entrances  that 
prevent  European  Starlings  from  entering  Non-native 
House  Sparrows  also  compete  with  Purple  Martins  and 
can  be  controlled  with  tunnel  entrance  traps  with  this 
rack.  The  artificial  gourds  have  wing  guard  entrapment 
ledges  inside  that  prevent  martins  from  becoming  stuck  in 
an  entrance.  The  roomy,  weather  protective  gourds 
provide  safety  and  space  for  the  juvenile  martins  to 
exercise  their  wings.  The  gourds  have  access  caps  that 


Location 

Observer(s) 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Danstrom 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Kundl 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence,  Berend 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Vandermeulen 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Lenz,  Walker 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Amherst  SP 

Salembier 

Carlton 

Bemont 

Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ont. 

Highcock,  Hampson 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

Canadaway  Creek  WMA 

VerHague 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Kundl 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Barth 

Batavia  WWTP 

Rosche 

East  Amherst 

Morgante 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Niagara 

Kundl 

Hamburg 

Hoelcle 

Lewiston 

D'Anna 

Amherst  SP 

Barth 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morien 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Williams,  Merritt 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Wilson 

D’Anna 

2016: 

278 

o 

280 

allow  Purple  Martin  volunteer  landlords  to  check  nestling 
conditions  every  five  to  seven  days.  The  square  three- 
inch  aluminum  pole  is  equipped  with  a  winch  to  raise  and 
lower  the  housing  during  nest  checks.  The  pole  has  a 
predator  guard  to  prevent  any  squirrels,  raccoons,  snakes 
or  other  climbing  predators  from  entrance  to  the  colony.  (I 
saw  a  Black  Rat  Snake  at  water’s  edge  during  the  last 
nest  check!)  We  installed  the  housing  on  the  lower  Perm 
near  Wetland  Three.  This  location  reduces  wind 
exposure. 

During  the  breeding  season  of  2014,  I  opened  the 
rack  for  the  first  time  and  noticed  that  four  of  the  gourds 
had  SY  martins  sleeping  in  them  during  that  time.  No 
nesting  took  place.  In  spring  2015,  Tree  Swallows 
prevented  martins  from  nesting  in  the  gourd  rack, 
probably  as  a  result  of  opening  the  rack  too  early.  Tree 
Swallows  fledged  from  three  nests  that  season.  I  opened 
the  gourd  rack  May  20,  2016,  after  Tree  Swallows  were 
firmly  established  in  Tree  Swallow  housing  within  20  feet. 
This  year  was  the  charm  and  breeding  season  2016  is  a 
great  success  story!  Our  statistics:  Nests,  7;  Eggs,  36; 
Young  Hatched,  34;  and  Young  Fledged,  32. 

Purple  Martins  have  returned  to  Batavia  Wastewater 
Treatment  Plant,  thanks  to  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  grant.  We  hope  to  add  twelve  additional  gourds  to 
finish  the  project  in  May  2017. 
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Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffaio-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 
Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 
Buffaio-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 
February  8:  7PM  Wednesday.  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Madeline  Prush, 
Refuge  Biology  Technician  from  Iroquois  NWR,  will  present  a 
talk  on  habitat  management  at  the  refuge. 

March  8:  7PM:  Wednesday  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Jay  Burney,  Chair 
of  the  Friends  of  Times  Beach  Nature  Preserve,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Pollinator  Conservation  Association,  founding 
partner  of  the  Our  Outer  Harbor  campaign,  and  habitat  chair  of 
the  Western  New  York  Environmental  Alliance,  will  share  stories 
and  videos  about  Niagara  River  and  Outer  Harbor  birds  and 
other  wildlife,  ecology,  and  the  efforts  to  ensure  protection  and 
conservation  of  critical  regional  assets,  especially  on  Buffalo's 
Outer  Harbor. 

BOS  website  updates:  A  new  BOS  webpage  has  been  added: 
History  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society:  http:// 
www.bosbirds.com/BOS-History.aspx.  Please  contribute  your 
favorite  photographs  for  use  on  the  website,  contact  Sue  Barth 
(suebarth@verizon.net) 


(above)  Red  Knots  photographed  by  Joe  Mitchell  at  Buffalo  Harbor 
on  Sept.  5th,  (right,  top  to  bottom)  Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Conewango  Swamp  on  Sept.  12th, 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Woodlawn 
Beach  on  Sept.  12th,  Black-b.  Plover  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Woodlawn  Beach  on  Sept.  23rd,  and  Wilson’s  Warbler  photographed 
by  Gale  VerHague  at  Canadaway  Creek  WMA  on  Sept.  19th. 
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THE  MONTH:  October 

Tim  Baird 


October  2016  brought  welcome  rains  that  helped 
ease  the  significant  drought  conditions  in  the  region. 
The  total  4.41  inches  of  rainfall  surpassed  the  October 
average  by  nearly  an  inch.  A  frontal  system  on  the  20th 
through  the  22nd  brought  the  bulk  of  the  moisture  to  the 
region.  Though  generally  a  warm  month,  with  an 
average  temperature  of  54.4  degrees  that  was  over  3.5 
degrees  above  normal,  no  temperature  records  were 
set.  There  were  ten  days  when  the  temperature  topped 
70  degrees.  The  season's  first  freeze  occurred  on  the 
31st. 


Lake  Erie's  water  temperature  tied  or  broke  daily 
highs  for  October  during  more  than  half  of  the  days. 
The  water  temperature  dropped  from  69  degrees  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month  to  57  degrees  at  the  end. 
Thomas,  at  the  National  Weather  Service,  summed  up 
October  as,  "In  all,  a  mild  month  with  welcomed  rains." 


October's  Noteworthy  Records  indicate  that  our 
waterfowl  cohort  did  not  disappoint  area  birders.  Always 
a  good  find  in  the  region,  a  single  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  was  noted  by  D'Anna,  Morien,  and  Barth  on  the 
14th  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA,  and  another  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor  on  the  23rd  reported  by  VerHague.  The  ponds 
at  the  Batavia  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  are  a 
waterfowl  hotspot,  and  the  many  reports  indicate  an 
attraction  to  birders  as  well.  Literally  hundreds  of 
"puddle  ducks"  frequented  this  location  throughout 
October  and  were  consistently  reported  by  many 
observers.  The  abundance  of  Ruddy  Ducks  at  the 
BWWTP  brings  to  mind  that  Jennifer  Milller  of  Olean, 
the  2016  Duck  Stamp  winning  artist,  was  inspired  by 
her  observation  of  Ruddy  Ducks  at  Batavia. 


The  region  around  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River 
continues  to  attract  Black  Vultures  as  reported  by 
Seyler  and  Brittain  at  Fort  Niagara  S.P.  and  Lewiston, 
respectively.  As  this  species  shows  a  breeding  season 
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presence  in  the 
area,  one  might 
speculate  that 
local  nesting  is 
possible  in  the 
Niagara  Gorge 
or  somewhere 
along  the 


Niagara  Escarpment.  An  immature  Golden  Eagle  was 
encountered  and  nicely  photographed  by  Barth  at 
Buffalo  on  October  23rd.  Barth's  photos  clearly  show 
the  white  at  the  base  of  the  outer  secondaries  and  inner 
primaries  and  the  dark  band  on  the  white  tail  of  a  first 
year  bird. 


(top)  Veery  photographed  by  Seidman  at  Buffalo  on 
October  8th  and  (bottom)  a  Golden  Eagle  photographed  by 
Sue  Barth  at  Buffalo  on  October  3rd. 


(top  to  bottom)  American  Golden-Plover  photographed  by 
Gale  VerHague  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  October  4th,  Black- 
bellied  Plover  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Buffalo  Outer 
Harbor  on  October  12th,  and  a  Baird’s  Sandpiper 
photographed  by  Joe  Mitchell  at  Buffalo  on  October  2nd. 


This  is  a  nice  record  for  this  elusive  species.  Of  30 
records  for  Nelson's  Sparrow  in  the  B.O.S.  database, 
all  but  three  are  October  sightings.  Of  the  non-October 
sightings,  two  are  from  September  and  one  from  April. 


Some  may  remember  trying  to  keep  up  with  the 
demand  for  sunflower  seeds  placed  on  bird  feeders  by 
the  large  flocks  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  during  the  later 
half  of  the  20th  Century.  The  region  has  experienced  a 
dramatic  decrease  of  wintering  flocks  of  grosbeaks  in 
the  past  several  years.  Seyler's  report  of  one  in 
Lewiston  on  the  31st  is  a  welcome  sighting,  but  reflects 
the  reduction  in  numbers  we  are  currently  experiencing 


I  thank  David  Suggs  for  information  from  the  B.O.S. 
Database  regarding  Nelson’s  Sparrow. 


Two  late-date 
Least  Sandpipers 
were  reported  on 
the  29th  by  Mitchell 
at  Tonawanda 
WMA.  Burrell's 
report  describing  a 
first  for  the  year 
Western  Sandpiper 
located  at  Port 
Maitland,  Ontario 
within  a  group  of 
sandpipers 
included 
descriptions  that 
separated  the 
western  from  other 
nearby  peeps  and 
smaller  sandpipers, 
in  particular,  the 
"insanely  long-bill" 
that  drooped  at  the 
end.  Three  Long¬ 
billed  Dowitchers  at 
Tonawanda  WMA 
seen  by  Yoerg  were 
a  first  record  for 
2016.  Yoerg  also 
added  a  first  for  the 
year  Sabine's  Gull 
on  October  29th  at 
the  Niagara  River  in 
Buffalo. 

Saw-whet  Owl 
banders  have  been 
instrumental  in  the 
revelation  that  there 
is  a  major  southern  movement  of  this  small  owl  during 
October  throughout  the  region.  This  is  demonstrated  by 
the  Junkins’  banding  of  24  Saw-whet  Owls  during  the 
month  at  Wethersfield.  A  Rufous/Alllen's  Hummingbird 
visited  the  feeder  of  Heilman  in  Kennedy  on  October  9 
(October  Count)  and  had  been  there  since  August  8th 
as  reported  by  Heilman  in  a  verification  report.  This  was 
a  repeat  of  last  year,  when  a  Rufous/Allen's 
Hummingbird  (same  bird?)  visited  Heilman's  feeder. 

Reports  of  passerines  that  are  primarily  dependent 
on  a  food  base  of  invertebrates  continued  into  October. 
With  no  major  cold  snaps  to  inhibit  the  availability  of 
this  food  source,  October  continued  to  supply  prey  for 
many  of  our  'summer'  birds  throughout  the  month. 
Salembier  found  a  late  Warbling  Vireo  lingering  at 
Amherst  State  Park  on  October  4th,  and  a  late  Veery 
was  seen  and  photographed  at  Buffalo  Harbor  over  the 
9th  and  10th  by  Seidman.  The  Veery  was  re-growing 
feathers  on  its  lower  back,  upper  tail  coverts,  and  tail. 
Perhaps  this  feather  replacement  was  repairing 
damage  from  a  predator  strike  and  delayed  the  Veery’s 
southern  migration. 

Lawrence  found  a  Nelson’s  Sparrow  at  Attica, 
apparently  a  first  record  for  Wyoming  County.  After 
hearing  a  "softer  sparrow  call"  coming  from  some 
rushes,  Lawrence  elicited  a  response  of  an 
"Ammodramus  sparrow  with  dingy  orange  face  and 
breast  complimenting  blue-gray  nape  and  auriculars." 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  or  juv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Verified  Location 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


Species 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

a 

Snow  Goose 

if 

ff 

ft 

if 

if 

Brant 

if 

u 

if 

u 

Cackling  Goose 

u 

u 

it 

Mute  Swan 

if 

if 

if 

it 

Trumpeter  Swan 
Tundra  Swan 

if 

Wood  Duck 

u 

it 

Gadwall 

if 

if 

if 

American  Wigeon 

y 

if 

American  Black  Duck 

it 

fl 

Mallard 

if 

Blue-winged  Teal 

it 

Northern  Shoveler 
Northern  Pintail 

it 

Green-winged  Teal 


October  Number 


14 

1 

23 

1 

10;  14 

1 

18,  20 

1 

22 

4 

22 

15 

26 

1 

29 

3 

10F 

15 

20 

1 

22 

1 

22 

11 

22 

19 

3 

6 

9 

2 

14 

1 

15;  18 

3;  1 

13 

5 

14 

6 

16;  27 

5 

20 

6 

22 

6 

14 

1 

28F 

4 

28F 

3 

14 

96 

14 

141 

22 

90 

16 

32 

22 

25 

29 

25 

29 

50 

14 

77 

29 

150 

29 

200 

10 

12 

16 

12 

22 

12 

7 

743 

14 

519 

7,  14;  29 

22,  18;  6 

11;  16 

11;  15 

14;  29 

175;  300 

10 

135 

22 

20 

7;  29 

113;  100 

11 

106 

Location 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Sturgeon  Point 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Attica 

Oakfield 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Point  Breeze 

Batavia  WWTP 

Sturgeon  Point 

Hamburg 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Batavia  WWTP 

TifftNP 

Wilson 

Olcott 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Newfane 

Waterport 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Chautauqua 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Iroquois  NWR 

Tonawanda  WMA 

TifftNP 

Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Golden  Hill  SP 
TifftNP 

Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Batavia  WWTP 


Observer(s) 

D'Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

VerHague 

Tedesco;  VerHague 

Kerr 

Barth 

Wasilco 

Lawrence 

Sibald,  Kale  et  al 

D'Anna 

Griffith 

Sucy  et  al 

Barth 

Mitchell 

Holmes 

Weber  et  al 

Beattie 

Van  Duyne;  Rybczynski 

Strong 

Strong 

Seyler;  Strong 

Strong,  Wilson 

Bemont 

Morien 

Nale 

Wasilco 

D’Anna,  Morien,  Barth 

Morien 

Wasilco 

Coleman 

Sucy  et  al 

Sibald,  Kale  et  al 

Sibald,  Kale  et  al 

M.  Tetlow,  Sherony 

Sibald,  Kale  et  al 

Sibald,  Kale  et  al 

D'Anna 

Bertola 

Ryan 

Morien 

Beattie 

Morien;  Sibald  et  al 
Beattie;  Buckert 
Beattie;  Dupont  et  al 
D'Anna 
Sucy  et  al 
Morien;  Sibald  et  al 
Beattie 
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Species 

Redhead 

it 

Ring-necked  Duck 

(i 

Greater  Scaup 

u 

Lesser  Scaup 
Harlequin  Duck 
Surf  Scoter 


u 

White-winged  Scoter 

u 

u 

it 

Black  Scoter 

ii 

it 

ii 

Long-tailed  Duck 

ii 

Bufflehead 

ii 

Common  Goldeneye 

ii 

Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Red-breasted  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 

ii 

ii 

Red-throated  Loon 

ii 

ii 

ii 

Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 

ii 

ii 

Red-necked  Grebe 
Eared  Grebe 
Double-crest.  Cormorant 

ii 

ii 

American  Bittern 

ii 

Great  Blue  Heron 
Great  Egret 
Cattle  Egret 
Black  Vulture 

it 

Osprey 

ii 

Bald  Eagle 

a 

ii 

ii 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 
Golden  Eagle 
Sora 

it 

Common  Gallinule 


October  Number 


29 

75 

9 

22 

11 

16 

26 

200 

29 

17 

4;  9 

14;  34 

17 

40 

22 

20 

25F 

1 

10 

16 

14,  18,  22 

19,  15,  31 

18 

45 

29 

20 

10 

63 

18 

30 

22 

59 

23 

38 

13F;  30 

4;  4 

13F 

32;  34 

15 

3 

22 

2 

14 

6 

25 

60 

14F 

1 

18 

30 

19F 

1 

28 

18 

26 

31 

11, 22 

208,  102 

13 

40 

11;  29 

546;  600 

22 

32 

28 

128 

14 

2 

18 

1 

25,  26 

1 

28 

1 

4;  9 

26;  45 

4;  14 

5;  8 

19 

2 

27 

2 

4;  9 

1;  6 

11;  14;  29 

3;  3;  5 

4 

610 

13 

450 

16 

1800 

9 

1 

29 

1 

3 

101 

3 

120 

19 

1 

16 

1 

29 

7 

12 

1 

12 

1 

14 

3 

22 

3 

22 

3 

25 

4 

31 

1 

23 

1 

11 

1 

14L 

2 

7,  14L 

6,2 

Location 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Attica 

Dayton  Gravel  Ponds 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Point  Breeze 
Batavia  WWTP 
Goat  Island 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Sturgeon  Point 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Unity  (Squaw)  Island 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Sturgeon  Point 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Evangola  SP 
Sturgeon  Point 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Sturgeon  Point 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Goat  Island 
Niagara  Falls 
Attica 

Sturgeon  Point 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Langford  Pond 
Chautauqua 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Niagara  Falls 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Chautauqua 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Sturgeon  Point 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Batavia  WWTP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Amherst 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Niagara  SP 
Lewiston 
Willing 
LaSalle  Park 
Franklinville 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Sturgeon  Point 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Wales 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 


Observer(s) 

Sibald,  Kale  et  al 

D'Anna 

Beattie 

Kerr 

VerHague 
D'Anna  et  al 
Mashburn 
Sucy  et  al 
Kundl;  Barton 
D'Anna 
Barth 

D'Anna,  Barth 

Johnston 

D'Anna 

D'Anna,  Barth 

Barth 

Barth 

Kerr;  Yoerg 

Barth;  Rybczynski 

Tedesco 

Barth 

D'Anna 

Yoerg 

Barth 

D'Anna,  Barth 

Kundl 

Kundl 

Lawrence 

Barth 

Kerr 

Beattie;  Dupont  et  al 

Barth 

Nale 

D'Anna 

Long 

Bemont 

Nale 

D'Anna  et  al 
D'Anna  et  al 
Barth 
VerHague 

D'Anna,  Strong;  D’Anna 

Beattie;  M.  Tetlow;  Dupont 

D'Anna,  Strong,  Wilson 

VerHague 

Barth 

Dupont 

Sibald,  Kale,  et  al 

D'Anna  et  al 

D'Anna  et  al 

Stineman 

Seyler 

Brittain 

Reichman 

Seidman 

Hejna 

Seidman 

Barth 

VerHague 

Rose-Burney 

Barth 

Beattie 

Morien 

Morien 
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Species 

American  Coot 

M 

Sandhill  Crane 

m 

Black-bellied  Plover 

u 

u 

tt 

u 

American  Golden-Plover 

u 

it 

Semipalmated  Plover 

it 

American  Avocet 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Greater  Yellowlegs 

u 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Sanderling 
Western  Sandpiper 

Least  Sandpiper 

u 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

ii 

u 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ii 

Dunlin 


Stilt  Sandpiper 

it 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 
Red  Phalarope 
Sabine’s  Gull 
Bonaparte’s  Gull 

ii 

Little  Gull 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

u 

ic 

ic 

it 

Common  Tern 

M 

It 

It 

Parasitic  Jaeger 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

it 

Common  Nighthawk 
Chimney  Swift 

li 

M 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 
Red-headed  Woodpecker 
Merlin 

Peregrine  Falcon 

ic 

u 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 


Octpber  Number 


2,  23 

100,  300 

24 

65 

9;  11;  29 

5;  7;  3 

22 

2 

3;  7 

12;  14 

3,  6 

1 

20 

1 

22 

1 

26 

2 

3;  24 

2;  3 

4 

1 

23 

1 

2 

7 

11,  14 

4,3 

14 

2 

28L 

1 

22 

16 

24,  30 

6,  4 

14 

7 

3 

4 

19 

1 

i;  4 

8;  6 

29L 

2 

19 

3 

23 

8 

31 

2 

2L 

1 

19 

65 

31L 

12 

14 

15 

19;  23 

36;  60 

31 

20 

9;  15 

i;  2 

14 

1 

9F 

3 

22;  23 

1 

29 

1  juv 

29 

55 

30 

600 

30 

1 

2,  12 

7,6 

10;  13 

1 

13 

5 

28 

5 

31 

2 

9 

1 

18 

1 

28 

1 

29 

6 

10 

1 

4-25 

24  band€ 

30 

1 

3L 

8 

4 

5 

8L 

1 

8L 

3 

1,4,5 

1 

14 

1 

1-30 

1-2 

4 

3 

6 

3 

3-28 

1-2 

8 

2 

13L 

1 

Location 

Mayville 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Newfane 
Newstead 
Batavia  WWTP 
Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Batavia  WWTP 
Lewiston 
Pomfret 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Batavia 

Batavia  WWTP 
Woodlawn  Beach  SP 
Port  Maitland,  Ont. 
Lewiston 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Haldimand,  Ont. 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Port  Maitland,  Ont. 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Sturgeon  Point 
Port  Maitland,  Ont. 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Port  Maitland,  Ont. 
Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 
Rushford  Lake 
Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Cuba  Lake 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Hamburg 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Sturgeon  Point 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Beaver  Island  SP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Wethersfield 

Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Amherst  SP 

Lockport 

Grand  Island 

Sherman 

Reports  from  1 3  Iocs 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Buffalo 

Reports  from  1 0  Iocs 
Evangola  SP 
Newfane 


Ob§eryer($) 

Goetz 

VerHague 

Giambrone;  Schmidt;  Sibald  et  al 

Wasilco 

Barth;  Harbison 

Barth 

Strong,  Wilson 

Mitchell 

Lawrence 

Barth;  Rybczynski 

VerHague 

Yoerg 

Mitchell 

Beattie 

Seyler  et  al 

VerHague 

Wasilco 

Beattie 

Beattie 

Barth 

Burrell 

Kerr;  Seyler 

Mitchell 

Burrell 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Mitchell 

Burrell 

Yoerg 

Barth 

Burrell;  Yoerg 
Yoerg 

Yoerg;  Mitchell 

Morien 

Yoerg 

Keveaney;  Yoerg 
Yoerg 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

Kundl 

Kundl 

Kundl 

Tedesco;  VerHague 

Lenz 

Kundl 

Hoover 

D'Anna 

Barth 

Arnett 

Sharon 

D'Anna 

D&S  Junkin 

Kerr 

D'Anna  et  al 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Salembier 

Strong 

Humann 

Lenz 

Multiple  Observers 
D'Anna,  Strong,  Wilson 
Walters 

Multiple  Observers 

Sweeney 

Strong 
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Species 
Eastern  Phoebe 

ii 

Northern  Shrike 
Blue-headed  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 
Philadelphia  Vireo 
Red-eyed  Vireo 


Common  Raven 

ii 

Horned  Lark 
Tree  Swallow 

ci 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

if 

Barn  Swallow 
House  Wren 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Veery 

if 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 


Swainson’s  Thrush 
Wood  Thrush 
American  Robin 
American  Pipit 

a 

Snow  Bunting 

» 

Ovenbird 

Tennessee  Warbler 

ii 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 


Nashville  Warbler 

ii 

Common  Yellowthroat 
American  Redstart 


Cape  May  Warbler 

if 

Northern  Parula 
Magnolia  Warbler 
Bay-breasted  Warbler 

ii 

Blackburnian  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 
Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler 
Pine  Warbler 
Black-thr.  Green  Warbler 
Wilson’s  Warbler 

it 

Eastern  Towhee 
American  Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Nelson’s  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 


October  Number 


26L 

1 

26L 

1 

28F 

1 

25L 

1 

4L 

1 

2;  4L 

1 

2 

2 

10 

1 

15L 

1 

14 

1 

25 

2 

29 

70 

28L 

5 

28L 

18 

4 

5 

28L 

15 

16L 

1 

1 1 L 

1 

10 

26 

1 

1 

9-1 0L 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3-4 

2 

16L 

1 

6 

1 

17 

441 

8 

14 

10 

12 

23F 

2 

26 

11 

2;  4 

1 

9L 

1 

9L 

1 

3,  9 

2,  1 

13 

2 

21L 

1 

1 1 L 

1 

1 1 L 

1 

29L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1,6 

1 

2 

1 

23L 

1 

1 1 L 

1 

4 

2 

6 

1 

17L 

1 

19L 

1 

9L 

1 

23L 

1 

10 

1 

1 

4 

1,3 

1 

2 

1 

17 

2 

23F 

1 

28 

2 

24 

3 

26 

1 

9F 

1 

9F 

1 

Location 

Dunkirk  Airport 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Sheridan 
Amherst  SP 
Amherst  SP 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
East  Aurora 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Tonawanda 
Alabama 
Iroquois  NWR 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Goat  Island 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Beaver  Island  SP 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Amherst  SP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Tonawanda 
Grand  Island 
Lakeside  Beach  SP 
Newfane 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Alexander 
Sheridan 
Dunkirk 

Batavia  WWTP 
Amherst  SP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Sheridan 
Amherst  SP 
Ellery 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Amherst  SP 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Birdsall 

Amherst  SP 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Amherst  SP 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Wellsville 

Amherst  SP 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Amherst  SP 

Amherst 

TifftNP 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Wellsville 

Forestville 

Times  Beach 

Amherst  SP 

Sheridan 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Batavia 
Attica 

Amherst  SP 
Newfane 


Observer(s) 

VerHague 
Bemont 
Strong,  Wilson 
Stineman 
Salembier 

Sawusch;  Salembier 

Bemont 

Humann 

Holmes 

D'Anna 

D&D  Suggs 

Sibald,  Kale  et  al 

Strong,  Wilson 

Wasilco 

Humann 

Kundl 

Bemont 

Sharon 

Bemont 

Salembier 

Seidman 

Bemont 

Hess 

Humann 

Bemont 

Strong,  Wilson 

Humann 

Beattie 

VerHague 

Rybczynski 

Lawrence 

Sawusch;  Salembier 

Seidman 

VerHague 

Sawusch 

Seleen 

Kundl 

Salembier 

Dupont 

Lawrence,  Gyllenhaal 

Salembier 

Sharon 

Humann 

Salembier 

Harbison 

Crowell 

Salembier 

Bemont 

Salembier 

Salembier 

Rybczynski 

Seidman 

Crowell 

VerHague 

Rose-Burney 

Salembier 

VerHague 

Humann 

Seidman 

Kundl 

Beattie 

Lawrence 

Sawusch 

Strong 
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Species 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

9;  19 

4;  1 

Sheridan 

VerHague;  Stineman 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

9,  10 

43,  75 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

Scarlet  Tanager 

2 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Sawusch 

it 

3 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

20L 

1 

Batavia 

Beattie 

Rusty  Blackbird 

3,  14 

318,  55 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

II 

7 

197 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

u 

7 

50 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Barth 

II 

22 

120 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

Pine  Siskin 

5 

3 

Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Seidman 

II 

7 

1 

Newfane 

Strong,  Wilson 

H 

11 

3 

Wilson 

Potter,  D’Anna 

II 

12 

2 

Hamburg 

Ewing 

Evening  Grosbeak 

31 

1 

Lewiston 

Seyler 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016: 
Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month: 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016: 


280 

5 

285 


^  j*  X 


(clockwise  from  top)  Brant  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at 
Sturgeon  Point  on  October  22nd,  Snow  Bunting 
photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on 
October  26th,  and  Winter  Wren  photographed  by  Sue  Barth 
at  Sturgeon  Point  on  October  15th. 
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Date:  October  8,  2016 


Report  of  the  81 h  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Compiler:  Marcie  Jacklin 

Weather  Synopsis  provided  by  Joel  Strong 


The  temperature  on  count  day  was  slightly  above  average  and  winds  varied  from  light  to  moderate  throughout  the  day, 
shifting  from  southwesterly  in  the  early  morning  to  northwesterly  by  evening  after  the  passage  of  a  cold  front. 
Temperatures  fell  throughout  the  day  with  the  high  at  midnight  and  the  low  at  midnight  of  the  following  day.  Daytime  skies 
were  mostly  cloudy  with  rain  occuring  in  mid-morning.  Overall,  conditions  were  considered  poor  for  counting  birds  in  the 
morning  due  mainly  to  the  rain,  shifting  to  fair  by  the  afternoon. 


Buffalo-Niagara  International  Airport  (Weather  summary  from  www.wunderground.com.) 
Sunrise:  7:20  AM  EDT  Sunset:  6:43  PM  EDT 


Time 

Weather 

Temp 

Mid-night 

Partly  Cloudy 

66  °F 

3:00  am 

Scattered  Clds 

66 

6:00  am 

Overcast 

65 

9:00  am 

Light  Rain 

63 

Noon 

Mostly  Cloudy 

60 

3:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

61 

6:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

60 

9:00  pm 

Mostly  Cloudy 

53 

Mid-night 

Mostly  Cloudy 

49 

Dew  Pt 

Pressure 

Dir/Wind 

57  °F 

30.03 

SSW15 

57 

29.99 

SSW15 

58 

29.99 

SSW7 

60 

30.02 

WNW13 

54 

30.06 

W10 

49 

30.04 

WSW20 

43 

30.06 

WNW9 

38 

30.15 

WNW14 

38 

30.18 

WNW8 

Remarks 


Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated. 
Boldface  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last 
dates  for  the  fall  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section 
numbers  are  given  in  parentheses  (  ). 


GEESE  -  HERONS 


Cackling  Goose 

3 

(4) 

Hooded  Merganser 

16 

Canada  Goose 

14010 

Common  Merganser 

712 

Mute  Swan 

43 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

45 

Wood  Duck 

749 

Unspecified  merganser 

89 

(8) 

Gadwall 

42 

Ruddy  Duck 

175 

American  Wigeon 

194 

Unspecified  ducks 

132 

American  Black  Duck 

99 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

23 

Mallard 

3427 

Ruffed  Grouse 

6 

(20,22,24 

Blue-winged  Teal 

97 

Wild  Turkey 

180 

Northern  Shoveler 

205 

Red-throated  Loon 

4 

(2,8) 

Northern  Pintail 

21 

Common  Loon 

33 

Green-winged  Teal 

351 

Unspecified  loon 

1 

(4) 

Redhead 

13 

(2,11,13 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

83 

Ring-necked  Duck 

194 

Horned  Grebe 

3 

(2,4,5) 

Greater  Scaup 

139 

(2,3,7) 

Red-necked  Grebe 

5 

(4) 

Lesser  Scaup 

858 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

7188 

Unspecified  scaup 

1 

(8) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

191 

White-winged  Scoter 

37 

Great  Egret 

110 

Unspecified  scoter 

4 

(2) 

Green  Heron 

L  4 

(6,7,11) 

Long-tailed  Duck  F 

1 

(5) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

6 

(7,9) 

ULTURES  -  CRANES 

Black  Vulture 

3 

(2,3) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

(15) 

Turkey  Vulture 

575 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

L  1 

(14) 

Osprey 

4 

(1,6,10) 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

176 

Bald  Eagle 

34 

Unspecified  buteo 

4 

(20) 

Northern  Harrier 

19 

Common  Gallinule 

4 

(5,10) 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

24 

American  Coot 

178 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

26 

Sandhill  Crane 

17 

(5,6,10) 

Unspecified  accipiters 

1 

(11) 

94 


C/)£ 


PLOVERS  -  JAEGER 


Black-bellied  Plover 

23 

(7,11,13) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4 

(3,11) 

American  Golden  Plover 

2 

(11) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

1 

(15) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

3 

(7) 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

L 

1 

(ID 

Killdeer 

305 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

9 

(9,21) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

8 

(1.13) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

10190 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

13 

Herring  Gull 

606 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

3 

(7,13) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

29 

Unspecified  yellowlegs 

1 

(10) 

Unspecified  gull 

147 

(3,7) 

Sanderling 

2 

(11) 

Caspian  Tern 

4 

(7) 

Least  Sandpiper 

5 

(3,5,18) 

Unspecified  jaeger 

1 

(11) 

PIGEONS  -  SWALLOWS 

Rock  Pigeon 

2321 

American  Kestrel 

40 

Mourning  Dove 

1314 

Merlin 

8 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

2 

(18) 

Peregrine  Falcon 

17 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

32 

Unspecified  falcon 

2 

(2,9) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

8 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

2 

(16) 

Barred  Owl 

4 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

L 

2 

(2,7) 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

(15) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

67 

Chimney  Swift 

L 

4 

(4,11) 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

4 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

1 

(1) 

Blue  Jay 

1022 

Rufous/Allen’s  Humngbird 

1 

(21) 

American  Crow 

2224 

Belted  Kingfisher 

54 

Common  Raven 

23 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

182 

Horned  Lark 

60 

Yellow-belled  Sapsucker 

18 

Purple  Martin 

L 

5 

(5) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

228 

Tree  Swallow 

2467 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

78 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

2 

(4,11) 

Northern  Flicker 

143 

Barn  Swallow 

38 

(1,5,13) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

19 

Unspecified  swallow 

37 

(8) 

Unspecified  Woodpecker 

1 

(20) 

TITS  -  WAXWINGS 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

921 

Veery 

1 

(11) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

105 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

L 

2 

(4,11) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

81 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

7 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

170 

Hermit  Thrush 

9 

Brown  Creeper 

36 

Wood  Thrush 

L 

1 

(4) 

House  Wren 

9 

American  Robin 

1807 

Winter  Wren 

16 

Unspecified  thrush 

2 

(3,4) 

Marsh  Wren 

6 

(5,6,10) 

Gray  Catbird 

103 

Carolina  Wren 

7 

Northern  Mockingbird 

24 

Unspecified  wren 

1 

(4) 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

(8) 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

185 

European  Starling 

41788 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

172 

American  Pipit 

37 

Eastern  Bluebird 

269 

Cedar  Waxwing 

124 

WARBLERS  -HOUSE 

SPARROWS 

Ovenbird 

L 

1 

(2) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

14 

Tennessee  Warbler 

2 

(17,20) 

Song  Sparrow 

635 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

2 

(20) 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

7 

Nashville  Warbler 

12 

Swamp  Sparrow 

158 

Common  Yellowthroat 

13 

White-throated  Sparrow 

595 

Hooded  Warbler 

L 

2 

(8,20) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

102 

American  Redstart 

L 

3 

(2,9) 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

308 

Cape  May  Warbler 

L 

3 

(2,11,18) 

Unspecified  Sparrow 

121 

95 


Northern  Parula 

1 

(11) 

Scarlet  Tanager 

2 

(11,18) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

1 

(2) 

Northern  Cardinal 

333 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

L 

1 

(5) 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

5 

(19,27) 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1 

(9) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6191 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

L 

1 

(9) 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

16 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

4 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1122 

(2,5,13) 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

6 

Common  Grackle 

6392 

Palm  Warbler 

13 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2717 

Pine  Warbler 

13 

Unspecified  blackbird 

330 

(5,10) 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

601 

Purple  Finch 

24 

Black-thr.  Green  Warbler 

L 

12 

House  Finch 

222 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

L 

2 

(18) 

Pine  Siskin 

8 

Unspecified  warbler 

30 

American  Goldfinch 

780 

Eastern  Towhee 

47 

House  Sparrow 

1534 

Chipping  Sparrow 

363 

Unspecified  birds 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

40 

Summary  Information  -Total  Species  Observed . 163  Total  Individual  Birds  Observed . 121024 

Comparisons  -  Associated  charts,  available  from  Marcie  Jacklin,  give  comparative  summary  information  for  the  most 
recent  decade,  for  the  full  81  counts  and  decade  by  decade  since  1935.  A  chart  listing  totals  for  each  species  per  section 
for  the  2016  count  is  also  available.  In  addition  the  following  notes  are  of  interest: 

RECORDS:  First  count  record:  None;  Second  count  record:  Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird  (1);  Hooded  Warbler  (2). 
Third  count  record:  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  (2);  First  decade  record:  Red-necked  Phalarope  (1);  Purple  Martin  (5); 
Hooded  Warbler  (2);  Scarlet  Tanager  (2);  Second  decade  record:  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  (2);  Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird 
(1);  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  (2);  Ovenbird  (1);  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  (1);  Third  decade  record:  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  (1);  American  Redstart  (3);  Northern  Parula  (1);  Blackburnian  Warbler  (1). 

INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  1935: 

Highest  count  since  1935  (x  the  average):  Wood  Duck  740  (3.4x);  Common  Merganser  712  (9.3x);  Double-crested 
Cormorant  7188  (11.3);  Great  Egret  110  (15. 7x);  Bald  Eagle  34  (6.8x);  Sandhill  Crane  17  (17x);  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  2; 
Eastern  Screech-Owl  32  (5.3x);  Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird  1;  Peregrine  Falcon  17  (17x);  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  2; 
Hooded  Warbler  2.  Total  of  12. 

Lowest  count  since  1935  (%  of  the  average):  None. 

INDIVIDUAL  SPECIES  SINCE  2007: 

Highest  count  in  past  decade  (x  the  average):  Wood  Duck  749  (2. lx);  Lesser  Scaup  858  (5.0  x);  Common  Merganser 
712  (2. lx);  Ring-necked  Pheasant  23  (1.6x);  Double-crested  Cormorant  7188  (2.3x);  Great  Egret  110  (3. lx);  Bald  Eagle 
34  (1.4x);  Common  Gallinule  4  (4x);  Sandhill  Crane  17  (3.4x);  Spotted  Sandpiper  8  (4x);  Least  Sandpiper  5  (2.5x);  Red¬ 
necked  Phalarope  1;  Caspian  Tern  4  (4x);  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  2;  Eastern  Screech-Owl  32  (2. lx);  Merlin  8  (2.7x); 
Peregrine  Falcon  17  (4.3x);  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  2;  Eastern  Phoebe  67  (1.6x);  Purple  Martin  5  (5x);  Barn  Swallow  38 
(4.8x);  House  Wren  9  (2.3x);  Gray  Catbird  103  (2.2x);  European  Starling  41788  (1.4x);  Hooded  Warbler  2;  American 
Redstart  3  (3x);  Northern  Parula  1;  Blackburian  Warbler  1;  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  6  (3x);  Black-throated  Green 
Warbler  12  (4x);  Wilson’s  Warbler  2  (2x);  Swamp  Sparrow  158  (1.4x);  Scarlet  Tanager  2;  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  5 
(2.5 x).  Total  of  34. 

Lowest  count  in  past  decade  (%  of  the  average):  Canada  Goose  14010  (60%);  Horned  Grebe  3  (6%);  Red-shouldered 
Hawk  1  (14.3%);  Lesser  Yellowlegs  3  (15.8%);  Wilson’s  Snipe  (14.3%);  Bonaparte’s  Gull  9  (1.3%);  Herring  Gull  606 
(27%);  Downy  Woodpecker  228  (82.3%);  Blue-headed  Vireo  4  (50%);  Blue  Jay  1022  (66.8%);  Black-capped  Chickadee 
921  (76.8%);  White-breasted  Nuthatch  170  (68.6%);  Carolina  Wren  7  (25%);  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  185  (44%);  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  172  (57%);  Hermit  Thrush  9  (15.3%);  Cedar  Waxwing  124  (22%);  White-throated  Sparrow  595  (47.3%); 
White-crowned  Sparrow  102  (27.4%);  American  Goldfinch  780  (70.5%).  Total  of  20. 

SIGNIFICANT  POPULATION  INCREASES  AND  DECREASES,  DECADE  1966-1975  TO  DECADE  2007-2016: 

This  report  continues  a  change  in  the  analysis  of  population  change.  Prior  to  1 966  the  number  of  observers  on  these 
counts  was  fairly  stable  at  around  150.  In  1966  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  of  Dunkirk,  the  Cattaraugus  Bird  Club,  the 
Allegany  Bird  Club  and  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  began  participating  in  the  counts  and  the  number  of  observers 
increased  to  approximately  250  where  it  has  remained  ever  since.  Given  this  stable  number  of  observers  it  may  be  more 
revealing  to  compare  population  changes  from  the  decade  starting  in  1966  to  the  current  decade,  rather  than  the  entire 
count  period  to  the  current  decade,  as  was  done  in  the  past.  And  to  make  this  comparison  more  scientifically  meaningful  t- 
testing  has  been  used  to  compare  the  birds  observed  in  the  two  ten  year  periods  in  order  to  determine  if  there  has  been  a 
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statistically  significant  change  in  the  population  of  each  recorded  species.  Those  species  whose  population  totals  are 
statistically  significantly  different  at  the  95%  confidence  level  are  listed  below. 

INCREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  multiple  by  which  the  decade  averages  have  increased  except  when  no 
sightings  occurred  in  the  first  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  total  number  observed  in 
each  of  the  two  decades:  Cackling  Goose  (29/0);  Canada  Goose,  3.4x;  Mute  Swan,  (411/0);  Gadwall,  4.9x;  Mallard,  2.4x; 
Northern  Shoveler,  23. 7x;  Ring-necked  Duck,  7.5x;  Hooded  Merganser,  5.3x;  Common  Merganser,  18x;  Red-breasted 
Merganser  5.5x;  Ruddy  Duck,  15.4x;  Wild  Turkey  4.5x;  Red-throated  Loon  (27/0);  Common  Loon,  37. 5x;  Red-necked 
Grebe,  (39/2);  Eared  Grebe  (8/0);  Double-crested  Cormorant,  3069x;  Great  Egret,  (364/0);  Black  Vulture  (27/0);  Turkey 
Vulture,  17.3x;  Bald  Eagle,  (241/3);  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  2.4x;  Cooper’s  Hawk,  3x;  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1.5x;  Sandhill  Crane 
(53/0);  Ring-billed  Gull,  1.6x;  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  (24/0);  Caspian  Tern  (13/1);  Rock  Pigeon,  2. lx;  Mourning  Dove 
4.4x;  Eastern  Screech  Owl,  1.9x;  Barred  Owl,  2x;  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  45x;  Pileated  Woodpecker,  3.6x;  Merlin, 

(32/2);  Peregrine  Falcon,  (36/1);  Common  Raven,  (217/0);  Tufted  Titmouse,  12.4x;  Carolina  Wren,  5.6x;  Eastern  Bluebird, 
2.2x;  Northern  Mockingbird,  3.7x;  Pine  Warbler  (53/2);  Northern  Cardinal,  1.5x;  House  Finch,  129x.  Total  =44  species. 

DECREASES:  The  numbers  shown  indicate  the  percentage  to  which  the  averages  have  decreased  to  except  when  no 
sightings  occurred  in  the  last  decade,  in  which  case  the  numbers  in  parenthesis  indicate  the  total  number  observed  in 
each  of  the  two  decades:  American  Wigeon  27.4%;  American  Black  Duck  23%;  Ring-necked  Pheasant  10.5%;  Ruffed 
Grouse  26.7%;  Green  Heron  50%;  Northern  Harrier  59.4%;  Broad-winged  Hawk  25%;  Common  Gallinule  9.1%; 
Sanderling  21%  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  22.2%;  Dunlin  13.3%;  Wilson’s  Snipe  22.6%;  American  Woodcock  12.5%; 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  48.5%;  Common  Nighthawk  (1/0);  Belted  Kingfisher  55.6%;  Red-headed  Woodpecker  18.2%; 
Northern  Flicker  63.4%;  American  Kestrel  42%;  Eastern  Phoebe  63.2%;  Brown  Creeper  40.5%;  House  Wren  26.7%; 
Swainson’s  Thrush,  32%;  Wood  Thrush,  14.3%;  American  Robin,  46.6%;  Brown  Thrasher,  16.7%;  European  Starling, 
76%;  Cedar  Waxwing  65.8%;  Black-and-white  Warbler  33.3%;  Nashville  Warbler,  46.7%;  American  Redstart,  20%;  Cape 
May  Warbler,  11.1%;  Magnolia  Warbler,  6.7%;  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  14.3%;  Blackburnian  Warbler,  5%;  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler,  6.7%;  Palm  Warbler,  24.3%;  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  20%;  Wilson’s  Warbler,  25%;  Eastern  Towhee, 
29.2%;  Field  Sparrow,  23.9%;  Vesper  Sparrow,  1.4%;  Savannah  Sparrow,  21.7%;  Song  Sparrow,  38.7%;  White-throated 
Sparrow,  49.1%;  Dark-eyed  Junco,  38.5%;  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  25%;  Red-winged  Blackbird,  34.6%;  Eastern 
Meadowlark,  9%;  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  56.5%;  American  Goldfinch,  46.4%;  House  Sparrow,  34.7%.  Total  =52  species 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1 .  Fonthill,  ON:  Joan  Burns,  Kathy  Ellis,  Art  Hannah,  Norm  Johnson,  Lynne  Landon,  Nancy  Jean  Smith,  Julie  Tedesco. 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  Brian  Ahara,  John  Black,  Beverly  Hadler,  Todd  Hagedorn,  Jean  Hampson,  Bob  Highcock,  Carol  Horvat,  Kayo  Roy,  Loretta  Shields, 

John  Stevens,  Katherine  Stoltz,  John  Vandermeulin,  Rick  Young. 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Glenn  Adams,  Willie  D'Anna,  Chris  Kundl,  Stephanie  Kundl,  Betsy  Potter. 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Brian  Morse,  Brooke  Morse,  Joel  Strong,  Raeni  Ware,  Jason  West,  Rachel  Wilson,  Todd  Wilson. 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Greg  Lawrence,  Celeste  Morien,  Thomas  Morien,  Susan  O’Donnell,  Thomas  O’Donnell 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Judy  Robins,  Marlene  Sanders. 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Blayne  Farnan,  Jean  Farnan,  Joe  Fell,  Marg  Partridge,  James  Rozanski,  Elizabeth  Wells. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Peter  BonEnfant,  Lynda  Goodridge,  Marcie  Jacklin,  Dawn  Pierrynowski. 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Ann  Enger,  Marilyn  Feuerstein,  Michael  Galas,  Sylvia  Galas,  Ron  Hacker,  Sue  Hacker,  Bernie  Kester,  Karen  Lewis,  Gerry 

Rising. 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Donna  DeLeon,  Robert  DeLeon,  Peg  Cluckey,  David  Gordon. 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Rose  Antos,  Valerie  Antos,  Sue  Barth,  Emma  Brittain,  Gates  Dupont ,  Becky  Harbison,  Alec  Humann,  Bruce  Hoover,  Nathan 
Johnson,  Chris  Kundl,  Melissa  Maldovan,  Marcus  Rosten,  Richard  Salembier,  Ann  Sawusch,  James  Sawusch,  John  Sedgwick,  Priscilla 
Sedgwick,  Shelley  Seidman,  Jacqueline  Walters. 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Joe  Carlo,  Linda  Holmes,  Mike  Morgante,  Sarah  Piecuch,  Christina  Rockwell,  Gerald  Thurn. 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Douglas  Beattie,  Sara  Chase,  Chris  Choate,  Elaine  Dart,  Julia  Garver,  Tad  Gerace,  Jack  Hartwig,  Bill  Kistner,  Jodi  Laird,  Marc 
Mason,  Jim  Ochterski,  Jane  Schmieder,  Benjamin  Stone,  Garry  Stone,  James  Stone,  Ginny  Tiede, 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Sue  Barth,  Ken  Brandes,  Carolyn  Goff,  Tim  Goff,  Fred  Harrington,  Glena  Leous,  Mark  Leous,  Deb  Nailso,  Sandy  Radigan,  Nancy 
Vigyikan,  Paul  Vigyikan. 

15.  Java,  NY:  Sue  Barth,  Eli  Coleman  Ruby  Coleman,  Seaghan  Coleman. 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Holly  Sweeney. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Joe  Mitchell,  Bert  Schweigert. 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton,  Doug  Happ,  Jim  Landau,  Karen  Landau,  Rick  Thomas,  Jim  Wojewodzki,  Mike  Zebehazy. 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Elizabeth  Oakerson,  Mary  Lou  Rzyrkowski,  Paul  Rzrkowski. 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Paul  Baglia,  Nan  Bowser,  Amy  Choboy,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Thomas  Goetz,  Carol 
Hardenberg,  Rebecca  Huber-Ross,  Terry  Mahoney,  Rob  Miller,  Judy  Mosher,  Terence  Mosher,  Robert  Peterson,  Pam  Rossotto,  Beverly  Ruska, 
John  Ruska,  Tricia  Saville,  Gale  VerHague. 

21 .  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Laha,  Robert  Sundell. 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Jim  Berry,  Ranjit  Laha,  Robert  Sundell,  Kirk  Vanstrom 

23  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Ranjit  Laha,  Anton  Leenders,  Ruth  Lundin,  Steve  Maggio,  William  Seleen,  Tom  Simmons,  Robert 
Sundell. 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Mike  DeSha 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Mike  DeSha 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Denton  Willett. 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Dick  Baker,  Roberta  Baker,  Jackie  Merrick,  Ken  Reichman. 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Russell  Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Betsy  Brooks,  Jerry  Cartledge,  Mary-Lou  Cartledge,  Diane  Converso,  , 
Peter  Gradoni,  Barbara  Kubiak,  Kathleen  McDonald,  Ann  Pipal,  J.  Robert  Pipal,  Ken  Reichman,  Joya  Serio,  Maureen  Soule. 


Total  Number  of  Observers:  171 
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Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 

Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 

Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 

March  8:  7PM:  Wednesday  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Jay  Burney,  Chair 
of  the  Friends  of  Times  Beach  Nature  Preserve,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Pollinator  Conservation  Association,  founding 
partner  of  the  Our  Outer  Harbor  campaign,  and  habitat  chair  of 
the  Western  New  York  Environmental  Alliance,  will  share  stories 
and  videos  about  Niagara  River  and  Outer  Harbor  birds  and 
other  wildlife,  ecology,  and  the  efforts  to  ensure  protection  and 
conservation  of  critical  regional  assets,  especially  on  Buffalo's 
Outer  Harbor. 

Mar.  15  -  May  15.  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Road  between  Routes  5  &  20). 
Stop  by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)!  Contact 
Jim  Landau  (716-941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.com). 

March  25:  Saturday,  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip 
for  early  migrants.  Meet  at  8  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's 
Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104, 
north  of  Lockport.  This  popular  field  trip  seeks  returning  birds, 
like  Killdeer,  blackbirds,  and  Eastern  Meadowlark,  overwintering 
birds,  like  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Snow  Bunting,  and  Lapland 
Longspur,  and  an  abundance  of  waterbirds.  Leader:  Willie 
□'Anna  751-3637;  dannapotter@rGGdrLmriei.com. 

April  9:  Sunday.  April  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  81st  Annual  April  Bird  Count.  Contact 
Compiler:  Celeste  Morien;  celeste.morien@gmail.com 

April  12:  Wednesday.  7PM  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Wayne  Schacher 
will  present  on  a  ten  year  effort  towards  habitat  restoration  of 
conservancy  property  in  East  Tennessee. 

April  15:  Saturday.  9  AM  Raptor  Identification  workshop  at 
Lakeside  Memorial  Park  in  Hamburg  (weather  date:  April 
16th).  Meet  inside  the  Camp  Road  gate.  Dress  for  cool  lake 
breezes  and  bring  a  chair  for  viewing  comfort.  Leader:  Rick 
Bacher  ock.lQrd@gmail.CQm 

April  23:  Sunday.  Field  Trip  -  BOS/RBA  Joint  Braddock  Bay 
Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's 
Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104, 
north  of  Lockport.  If  you  plan  to  drive  on  your  own  we  will  meet 
the  RBA  group  at  9:30  AM  in  the  Braddock  Bay  Parking  lot. 
(Take  Route  1 8  to  the  Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway.  Exit  at  East 
Manitou  Road/Braddock  Bay.)  Leaders:  BOS;  David  Gordon 
(716-390-1429  or  dQordonphoto@gmail.com  and  RBA;  Mike 


Tetlow  (585-748-5838  or  metetlow@gmail.com.  David  and  Mike 
will  lead  us  to  Monroe  County  Birding  hotspots. 

April  29:  Dunkirk  Harbor  and  Point  Gratiot.  Meet  at  8am  at  the 
city  pier  at  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Join  Gale  for  an  insider's  tour  of  her 
local  patch.  Long  time  birding  hotspots,  Dunkirk  Harbor  and 
Point  Gratiot  have  a  healthy  list  of  rarities  discovered  between 
the  two  of  them.  Leader:  Gale  VerHague 
novembergale@gmail.com. 

BOS  MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  NOTICE  M/1/17-12/31/17) 

Please  remit  dues  by  March  30,  2017  online  using  the  PayPal 
option  at  the  BOS  website  (www.BuffaloOrnithologicalSociety.org) 
or  via  regular  mail  with  a  check  payable  in  U.S.  funds  to  BOS  and 
addressed  to:  Karen  Landau,  9195  State  Road  Colden,  NY 
14033-9626  (see  attached  flyer  for  additional  information) 


Orange-crowned  Warbler  photographed  by  Gale  VerHague  at 
Canadaway  Creek  WMA  in  Arkwright  on  October  8th. 
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THE  MONTH:  November 


David  Gordon 


It  is  rare  that  a  month  so  cooperates  with  the  birder 
as  this  past  November,  2016.  It  was  generally  birdy  and 
the  following  weather  summary  will  describe  the 
conditions  as  balmy.  Later  you  will  read  that  birds  did 
take  advantage  and  staged  some  demonstrations 
worthy  of  the  conditions.  Two  species,  Scarlet  Tanager, 
well  known  by  glorious  raiment  and  Turkey  Vulture,  well 
known  by  numbing  frequency,  took  their  cases  to 
record  proportions.  Read  on  and  you  will  see  how  many 
other  of  our  feathered  friends  combined  to  make  this 
month  truly  one  to  be  thankful  for.  And  are  we  not  very 
thankful  for  the  joy  that  our  awareness  and  love  for 
birds  gives  us?  Adding  in  the  great  friends  and 
acquaintances  gained,  birding  is  truly  a  marvel. 

An  average  temperature  of  45.1  °F  made 
November,  2016  the  eighth  warmest  since  record¬ 
keeping  began  in  1871.  Combined  with  the  two 
preceding  months,  this  is  also  the  third  warmest 
autumn  on  record.  We  also  recorded  the  fourth  latest 
date  of  a  subfreezing  temperature.  Snow?  Oniy  on  one 
day  and  for  less  than  one  inch.  Lake  Erie  was  quite 
warm  beginning  at  58  and  ending  at  47  °F.  Precipitation 
was  below  normal.  The  winds  of  November  didn’t  really 
make  an  impression  either  as  the  highest  gust  was  49 
mph.  Read  more  about  this  weather  friendly  month  at 
http://w2.weather.Qov/climate/aetclimate.php?wfo=buf 

It  is  appropriate  to  begin  with  the  story  of  the  adult 
female  Rufous/Allen’s  hummingbird  that  returned  to 
visit  the  home  of  Julie  and  Walt  Heilman  in  the  Town  of 
Poland,  Chautauqua  County.  You  will  remember 
reading  about  its  several  weeks  stay  there  last  fall  in 
the  October,  2015  Month  report.  It  was  affirmational  for 
the  Heilman’s  to  learn  that  the  care  and  provision 
provided  last  year  resulted  in  such  a  return.  Gale 
VerHague  visited  on  November  16  and  took  photos. 
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The  Month 

David  Gordon 

Steve  Eaton,  1918-2017 

Gerry  Rising 

Noteworthy  Records 

Joe  Mitchell  &  Statisticians 

Announcements/Calendar 


A  Yellow¬ 
billed  Cuckoo 
seen  by  Karl 
Schmidt  on 
November  3  in 
Angelica  was  a 
week  late  leaving 
also.  This 
cooperative  bird 


revealed  its  field  marks  which  no  doubt  made  identity 
sure.  Karl  noted  that,  “the  bird  flew  from  brush  by  the 
side  of  the  road  into  a  small  quaking  aspen  tree  about 
40  feet  from  road.  I  watched  it  with  binoculars  and  then 
with  my  scope.  Large  white  spots  were  on  the 


(top)  Cattle  Egrets  photographed  by  Kayo  Roy  at  Gasline, 
Ontario  on  November  11th  and  (bottom)  Ross’s  and  Snow 
Geese  among  Canada  Geese  photographed  by  Joe  Mitchell 
at  Oakfield  on  November  23rd. 


underside  of  its  tail. 
Coloration  featured 
all  white  below, 
brown  above,  and 
with  orangish 
wings.  Its  slightly 
decurved  bill  had 
yellow  on  the 
bottom  mandible.  It 
moved  around  in 
the  tree  so  we 
could  see  it  from 
different  angles.” 

It  cannot  be 
November  without 
mention  of  gulls. 

The  Thayer’s  Gull 
with  its  difficult 
identification 
challenges  is 
always  good  fodder 
for  water  cooler  or 
school  bus  stop 
conversations.  But 
willing  to  advance  a 
photo  with  strong 
field  marks  was 
Chris  Kundl  for  a 
bird  he  saw 
November  20  at  the 
Robert  Moses 
Power  Plant  and  by 
Willie  D’Anna  for  a 
bird  seen  in 
Lewiston  on 
November  22.  Both 
sets  of  photos 
clearly  illustrated  the  “piano  keys”  primaries  that  they 
are  known  for.  On  the  26th,  Sue  Barth  and  Willie 
observed  a  Herring  x  Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  Point 
Breeze.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  statisticians  will 
review  all  gull  findings  for  the  month  because  reports 
proved  suspicious  as  they  lacked  the  usual  complaints 
of  freezing  temperatures  and  wind  in  the  face. 

A  Ross’s  Goose  was  spotted  by  Joe  Mitchell  at  the 
Genesee  County  Gypsum  Ponds  on  the  23rd.  Brave  to 
venture  into  these  parts  due  to  the  demise  of  another 
last  year  by  legal  hunting,  this  bird  and  three  other 
Ross’s  may  have  come  to  investigate.  They  were  seen 
also  on  the  26th  -  28th  by  many  birders.  Also  at  the 
Gypsum  Ponds  was  a  Snow  x  Cackling  Goose  seen  by 
Andy  Guthrie,  Jesse  Barry,  and  Chris  Wood.  This 
striking  bird  has  a  white  head  with  a  small  grin  patch  on 
the  bill  on  a  body  with  Cackling  Goose  features.  A 
discussion  of  this  hybrid  can  be  viewed  at  the  Bird 
Hybrids  web  page,  htto://birdhvbrids. bloaspot.com/ 
2014/02/snow-aoose-x-cacklina-aoose.html.  In  short, 
comparative  size  of  the  suspected  bird  with  other 
known  birds  nearby,  presence  or  lack  of  grin  patch,  and 
size  of  the  bill  are  all  factors  in  this  complex 
identification. 

I  will  not  say  they  are  now  “old  hat”  due  to  the 
frequent  sightings  in  Lewiston,  as  the  Black  Vulture  will 
always  make  we  birders  smile  and  take  notice.  Six  of 
these  hefty,  silver  primary-tipped  birds  were  seen  by 
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Joe  Wing  on  the  26th  at  the  St.  Peters  RC  Church  in 
Lewiston.  Five  were  on  the  church  roof  while  another 
was  perched  on  a  nearby  cell  tower. 

The  Turkey  Vulture  did  make  its  presence  strongly 
known  on  this  mild  November.  Chris  Kundl  observed  a 
high  count  for  them  at  the  Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 
on  November  10.  He  took  photos  and  stated  that  “they 
were  moving  west  to  east  across  the  river  in  several 
large,  loose  kettles.  These  photos  were  taken  just  a 
moment  apart  and  show  different  birds.  There  are 
75-80  vultures  in  the  first  pic  and  over  100  in  the 
second.  The  flight  continued  after  these  pics  were 
taken.”  He  put  the  total  number  at  300. 


Also  bold  and  audacious  was  the  latest  record  ever 
of  Scarlet  Tanager  in  our  study  area.  Alec  Humann 
sighted  this  bird  on  November  18  at  Buckhorn  Island 


Greater  White-fronted  Goose  photographed  by  Sue  Barth 
at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  November  6th,  Bonaparte’s  Gull 
photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Woodlawn  Beach  on 
November  11th,  and  Thayer’s  Gull  (second  cycle) 
photographed  by  Kundl  at  Goat  Island  on  November  20th. 
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State  Park.  He  stated  that  “when  I  first  saw  the  bird, 

I  immediately  focused  in  on  it  due  to  its  size  (smaller 
than  the  few  robins  in  the  area)  as  it  flew  directly  away 
from  me.  Its  flight  was  fast  and  direct  out  of  the 
understory  and  then  it  landed  in  a  tree  about  40’  high. 
As  soon  as  I  glassed  the  bird,  it  was  a 
pretty  straightforward  ID  of  a  basic  plumaged  male  with 
its  greenish-yellow  contour  feathers,  pale  bill,  blackish 
wings  and  tail.”  The  extension  of  the  growing  season 
likely  contributed  to  the  abundant  wild  food  available  to 
the  bird.  Alec  continued  that  “after  the  bird  flushed  from 
the  lower  shrub  layer  of  Spicebush  where  it  was 
probably  feeding  on  berries,  it  landed  up  near  the  tree 
canopy  near  several  robins  that  were  also  feeding  on 
fruit.  It  basically  sat  still  for  a  while  with  its  back  towards 
me  and  then  flew  north  across  the  trail  and  into  a  maple 
tree.  I  scrutinized  the  bird  to  be  sure  it  was  a  Scarlet 
because  at  this  time  of  year  I  would  consider  a  Western 
or  Summer  Tanager  to  be  just  as  likely.  When  I 
relocated  the  bird  a  few  hours  later,  it  was  feeding  on 
wild  grapes  hanging  30’  high  in  a  maple.” 

We  end  this  month  review  with  mention  of  two 
seldom  seen  birds  of  our  area  that  made  their  2016 
debut  during  this,  the  eleventh  month  of  the  year.  Our 
286th  and  287th  species  of  the  year  are  the  Cattle  Egret 
seen  by  Titus  Miller  in  Somerset  on  the  5th  and  two 
seen  by  Jean  and  Blaine  Farnan  in  Gasline,  Ontario  on 
the  10th  and  Bohemian  Waxwing,  17  in  number,  seen 
by  Mark  Swonka  at  Sunset  beach  on  the  5th.  These 
beautiful  and  elegant  birds  visit  our  area  occasionally 
and  are  always  enjoyed  by  those  fortunate  to  see  them. 

Again,  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  share  with  you 
the  birding  month  that  was  November,  2016.  And  as 
always,  I  am  thankful  to  be  sharing  this  with  others  that 
understand  what  it  means  to  love  birds. 


Steve  Eaton,  1918-2017 

by  Gerry  Rising 

A  few  years  ago  Stephen  W.  Eaton  and  his  wife 
Betty  moved  from  their  home  near  Olean  to  southern 
Pennsylvania  to  be  near  their  children.  To  me  this 
represented  the  end  of  the  important  Eaton  era  in  New 
York  State  ornithology  for  Steve  and  before  him  his 
father,  Elon  Howard  Eaton,  represented  the  best  of  this 
field.  Steve's  dad  was  author  of  the  first  Birds  of  New 
York  State  and  I  have  written  about  him  in  another 
essay.  I  salute  Steve  Eaton  in  this  one. 

I  knew  Steve  since  the  mid-1950s  when  Harold 
Mitchell  introduced  us.  At  the  time  I  took  over  from  him 
editing  the  state  journal,  The  Kingbird ,  a  task  about 
which  he  was  very  helpful.  Interestingly,  many  years 
later  he  passed  on  another  task  from  which  he  was 
retiring:  editing  regional  reports  for  that  same  journal. 

We  met  only  occasionally  over  the  years  but  I  spent 
a  wonderful  day  with  him  in  March  1992.  In  a  column 
about  that  day  when  he  showed  me  how  he  made 
maple  syrup,  I  described  him  as,  "a  retired  St. 
Bonaventure  University  biology  professor  who  remains 
active  on  his  Shadbush  Farm  east  of  Salamanca.  There 
he  tends  a  dozen  beehives,  raises  blueberries,  and 


manages  a  maple  woodlot  of  540  trees." 

Recently  the  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  of 
which  he  was  a  founding  member,  held  a  dinner 
honoring  Steve  and  Betty  Eaton  for  their  lifetime  of 
devotion  to  the  natural  history,  the  local  history  and  the 
community  of  Cattaraugus  County.  Dr.  Eaton  also 
received  a  lifetime  achievement  award  from  the  New 
York  State  Department  of  Conservation  for  his  work  in 
preserving  the  Wild  Turkey  in  New  York  State. 

Eaton  was  an  outstanding  botanist  as  well.  With 
Edith  Schrott  he  wrote  the  definitive  Vascular  Plants  of 
Cattaraugus  County,  a  book  reviewed  as  "one  of  the 
finest  and  most  comprehensive  of  its  kind." 

Those  achievements  clearly  identify  Steve  Eaton 
as  important  to  this  region,  but  he  had  a  national 
reputation  as  well.  He  contributed  important  papers  on 
turkeys,  goshawks,  Northern  and  Louisana 
waterthrushes,  other  wood  warblers  and  yellow-billed 
cuckoos,  and  he  studied  and  wrote  about  the  birds  of 
Cuba;  Kwangsi,  China;  and  Tamaulipas,  Mexico. 

My  favorite  of  his  papers  served  as  the  lead  article 
in  the  July  1948  issue  of  The  Auk,  the  professional 
journal  of  American  ornithologists.  In  it  Eaton  described 
his  Canadian  bird  study  expedition.  Here  is  a 
paraphrase  of  his  trip  description: 

Starting  on  June  15,  1940,  H.  O.  Palmer  of  Geneva 
and  I  traveled  by  canoe  and  later  raft  600  miles  from 
Peace  River,  Alberta  to  Fort  Resolution,  Northwest 
Territories.  We  averaged  about  50  miles  a  day,  camping 
under  the  spruce  trees  along  the  riverbank  at  night.  To 
run  the  Peace  River  required  about  two  weeks  and  we 
made  our  first  camp  on  the  Slave  River  on  July  1 .  After 
three  days  traveling  and  several  more  camping  on  the 
Slave  River,  we  cached  our  canoe  and  hiked  ten  miles 
from  Grand  Detour  to  the  Little  Buffalo  River.  There  we 
constructed  a  raft  of  dead  spruce,  which  carried  us  100 
miles  downstream  to  Great  Slave  Lake.  From  the 
mouth  of  the  Little  Buffalo  River  we  hiked  16  miles 
along  the  lakeshore  to  Fort  Resolution.  From  there  we 
took  passage  on  a  diesel  ship  back  to  Fort  Smith, 
stopping  to  pick  up  our  canoe  on  the  way.  After 
portaging  our  canoe  again  around  the  Smith  Rapids, 
we  boarded  another  diesel  ship  and  rode  it  to 
McMurray,  several  hundred  miles  south  on  the 
Athabaska  River,  arriving  there  on  July  23. 

I  find  two  special  features  of  this  report.  One  is  the 
fact  that  the  birds  they  identified  were  not  "collected", 
that  is,  shot  for  identification.  Failing  that,  only  a  few 
years  earlier  such  an  article  would  not  have  been 
accepted  by  an  ornithological  journal.  The  other  is  their 
50  miles  per  day.  To  me  that  represents  a  major 
paddling  achievement. 

Former  president  of  state  birders  Tim  Baird  has 
spoken  for  all  of  us  who  knew  Stephen  Eaton:  "I  never 
had  a  formal  class  with  Steve,  but  every  time  I  enjoyed 
talking  with  him  or  trying  to  keep  up  with  him  in  the 
field,  my  knowledge  of  the  natural  world  vastly 
improved.  Both  Steve  and  Betty  are  gracious,  gentle 
people  who  will  be  sorely  missed." 

This  is  a  minor  revision  of  an  essay  that  appeared 
in  Birds  and  Birdwatchers. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  written  verification  according  to  the  Verification 
Date  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (9th  Edition  -  Revised  2012)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Underlines  of  numbers  of  birds  indicate  unusually  high 
counts  for  the  species.  Such  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  notes  on  the  observations  including  counting 
methods  used  by  observers. 

*  =  First  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  feeding  station;  (n)  Record  of  a  nest;  (yg)  Record  of  nestling  or  fledgling. 

(imm  orjuv)  Indicates  immature  or  juvenile.  PV  -  Indicates  Previously  Verified  Location 

Please  mail  NWRs  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FI FTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler:  Joe  Mitchell,  2269 
Crittenden  Road,  Alden,  NY  14004;  Email:  bosnoteworthvrecords@amail.com  (effective  November  1,  2014). 


SDecies 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Gr.  White-fronted  Goose 

3-7;  14;  23 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Goetz;  Stineman 

tt 

17;  18 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler;  Rybczynski  et  al 

u 

25;  28;  29 

3;  4;  4 

Gypsum  Pond 

Barth;  Humann;  McGann  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holt 

“ 

8 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

a 

19 

1 

Wethersfield 

Anderson 

“ 

23;  28 

5;  8 

Gypsum  Pond 

Mitchell  et  al;  Humann 

Ross’s  Goose 

23;  26-28 

3;  4 

Gypsum  Pond 

Mitchell;  Barth  et  al 

Cackling  Goose 

2;  4 

4;  2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Beattie 

tt 

8 

5 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

tt 

8 

3 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Holmes 

it 

25;  26 

18;  11 

Gypsum  Pond 

Yoerg;  A.  Guthrie,  Barry,  Wood 

tt 

26 

9 

Point  Breeze 

D'Anna 

Mute  Swan 

6,  12 

1 

Cassadaga 

VerHague 

u 

13 

7 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Strong 

tt 

26 

6 

Point  Breeze 

D'Anna  et  al 

tt 

30 

6 

Olcott 

Strong 

Trumpeter  Swan 

18;  29;  30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien;  McGann  et  al;  Beattie 

Tundra  Swan 

21 

37 

Beaver  Island  SP 

Sharon 

u 

29 

29 

Batavia  WWTP 

McGann  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

3 

57 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

M 

3 

11 

Batavia  WWTP 

Griffith 

U 

4 

13 

Pomfret 

VerHague 

tt 

25 

1 

Rushford 

Lawrence 

Gadwall 

4;  23 

24;  35 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie;  Lawrence 

u 

18 

227 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

American  Wigeon 

5;  18 

100;  111 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holt;  Morien 

tt 

23 

33 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

American  Black  Duck 

23 

17 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Barth 

u 

23 

73 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

M 

23 

14 

Gypsum  Pond 

Mitchell 

It 

28 

15 

Tillman  Rd.  WMA 

R.  Guthrie 

it 

30 

30 

Mayville 

Stineman 

Blue-winged  Teal 

5;  18;  18 

2;  2;  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holt;  Morien;  Hejna 

tt 

23L 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Beattie 

Northern  Shoveler 

2;  27 

221;  382 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Beattie 

tt 

18 

44 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

Northern  Pintail 

6;  23 

24;  9 

Batavia  WWTP 

Gracewski;  Mitchell 

Green-winged  Teal 

6 

100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell 

u 

23 

29 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence 

a 

27 

44 

Tifft  NP 

Humann,  Dupont 

Canvasback 

29 

70 

Niagara  Falls 

Seyler 

Redhead 

26 

50 

Ellery 

Seleen 

ii 

26 

50 

Niagara  Falls 

Gerber,  Joseph 

Ring-necked  Duck 

13;  23 

31;  12 

Batavia  WWTP 

Goldstein,  Seitz;  Mitchell 

tt 

19,  23 

66,  52 

Wheatfield 

Kundl 

Greater  Scaup 

24 

30 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Barndt 
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SDecies 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observer(s) 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

11 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

u 

24 

10 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Barndt 

Harlequin  Duck 

9-29 

2-4 

Goat  Island 

Kundl  et  al 

19 

2 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

D'Anna  et  al 

u 

23-26 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

13;  19 

6;  15 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Mitchell;  D'Anna,  Barth 

White-winged  Scoter 

6 

25 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Thomas,  Rybczynski 

« 

17 

30 

Yates 

Mashburn 

u 

22 

22 

Point  Breeze 

Lawrence,  Gullo 

Black  Scoter 

1 

1 

Olcott 

Strong,  Wilson 

u 

6;  13 

6;  5 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Fell;  Mitchell 

u 

28,  30 

3,  5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Long-tailed  Duck 

19 

350 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

D'Anna  et  al 

Bufflehead 

1 

24 

Attica 

Beattie 

u 

14 

142 

Ellery 

Seleen 

u 

19 

2390 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

D'Anna  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

16 

73 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

M 

26 

300 

Niagara  Falls 

Gerber,  Joseph 

Hooded  Merganser 

24 

87 

Dayton  Gravel  Ponds 

Mitchell 

u 

24 

80 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

u 

25 

141 

Cuba  Lake 

Lawrence 

Common  Merganser 

7 

350 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Walters 

u 

20 

500 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Barth 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

16 

430 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Ruddy  Duck 

2;  27 

496;  395 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Beattie 

a 

6 

4 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler 

U 

23 

22 

Ellery 

Seleen 

a 

25 

5 

Cuba  Lake 

Lawrence 

Red-throated  Loon 

16 

6 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

u 

17 

7 

Point  Breeze 

Mashburn 

a 

17 

4 

Yates 

Mashburn 

a 

22 

5 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna 

a 

26 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

A.  Guthrie,  Barry,  Wood 

a 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

9 

10 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Sharon 

Horned  Grebe 

8 

18 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

Red-necked  Grebe 

17 

2 

Yates 

Mashburn 

a 

23;  26 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Gullo;  A.  Guthrie  et  al 

a 

23;  27 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Dupont  et  al 

a 

28 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Meadows 

Eared  Grebe 

2;  13;  20 

3;  6;  5 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Seitz  et  al;  Morien 

Double-crest.  Cormorant 

2 

600 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Rybczynski 

a 

12 

117 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stineman 

Great  Egret 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rosche 

Cattle  Egret 

5 

1 

Somerset 

T.  Miller 

a 

10-13 

2 

Gasline,  Ont. 

B&J  Farnan  et  al 

Black  Vulture 

26 

6 

Lewiston 

Wing 

Turkey  Vulture 

10 

300 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Kundl 

a 

25 

1 

Alden 

Hovey 

Osprey 

2L 

1 

Amherst  SP 

Sawusch 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1;  19 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

a 

19 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Shiperd 

a 

19 

1 

Eagle 

Anderson 

a 

23 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Dupont 

American  Coot 

5;  27 

72;  126 

Celeron 

Berry;  Stineman 

a 

7;  19;  29 

64;  50;  48 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Goetz;  VerHague 

Sandhill  Crane 

1;  17 

i;  5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hejna;  Morien 

American  Golden-Plover 

19L 

1 

Hamburg 

Yoerg 

Killdeer 

18 

9 

Batavia 

Beattie 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6;  7L 

1 

Bond  Lake  CP 

Seyler;  Warchocki 

a 

6 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

3L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

2;  3L 

2 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Griffith 

Dunlin 

2;  3 

7;  10 

Batavia  WWTP 

Lawrence;  Griffith 
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November 

Number 

LQCatiQn. 

Observer(s) 

u 

6 

9 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

3 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

Red  Phalarope 

20 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Barth 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

5 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

DiTommaso 

u 

6 

1 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant  Thomas,  Rybczynski;  Kundl 

u 

13 

1 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Mitchell;  Yoerg  et  al 

Sabine’s  Gull 

13 

1 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Mitchell;  Yoerg,  Barth 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

19 

750 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

D'Anna  et  al 

u 

19 

1200 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Kundl 

Little  Gull 

4 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

M 

13;  19 

2;  2 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Mitchell  et  al;  D'Anna  et  al 

it 

16 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

U 

19,  20 

2,  1 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Kundl 

Thaver’s  Gull 

20 

1 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Kundl 

tt 

22 

1 

Lewiston 

D'Anna 

Iceland  Gull 

11,  16,  20 

1,3,2 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

ti 

12 

1 

Devil’s  Hole  SP 

Kundl 

a 

13 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

D'Anna 

u 

19,  20 

6,  3 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Kundl 

u 

22 

2 

Lewiston 

D'Anna 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

4,  20 

3,  5 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

tt 

7 

1 

Olcott 

Strong 

u 

12 

2 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Hoover 

M 

21 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

(1 

22 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Barth 

“ 

23,  27 

2 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Kundl 

Common  Tern 

13L 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Yoerg 

Forster’s  Tern 

5L 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

DiTommaso 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

13;  19 

1 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Mitchell;  Mitchell,  D'Anna,  Barth 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

3 

1 

Angelica 

Schmidt 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

5 

2  banded 

Wethersfield 

D&S  Junkin 

Rufous/Allen’s  Humminabird 

16 

1 

Poland 

VerHague 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

23 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Anderson 

u 

26 

1 

Sheldon 

T&L  Somerville 

Merlin 

1 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague 

it 

9;  20 

1 

Grand  Island 

Johnston;  Humann 

u 

14 

1 

Unity  (Squaw)  Island 

Humann 

u 

16 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Seidman 

u 

21 

1 

Lancaster 

Lawrence 

tt 

24 

1 

North  Tonawanda 

Dupont 

u 

26 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

ll 

27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Humann  et  al 

ll 

29 

2 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Peregrine  Falcon 

7;  12 

2;  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

VerHague;  Cooney 

tt 

8 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Kundl 

u 

9;  17;  19 

1 

Buffalo 

Rybczynski 

u 

13;  14;  21 

1;  2;  3 

Niagara  River  -  Buffalo 

Mitchell;  Gullo;  Yoerg 

u 

14;  25 

1 

Grand  Island 

Humann;  Mudd 

u 

19 

1 

Fredonia 

Goetz 

u 

24;  25 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann;  Kerr 

Northern  Shrike 

23 

1 

John  White  WMA 

Lawrence 

u 

25;  29 

2;  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Barth;  McGann  et  al 

u 

26,  29 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

Fish  Crow 

5,  28 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Common  Raven 

3 

1 

Grand  Island 

Sharon 

14 

2 

Tonawanda 

J&K  Landau 

ti 

21 

2 

Shelby 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Winter  Wren 

15-22 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

u 

17 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

tt 

23 

1 

Carlton 

Mitchell 

Marsh  Wren 

17;  19 

2;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Seidman;  Humann  et  al 

a 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mitchell 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

11 

2 

Goat  Island 

Kundl 

a 

19;  28 

2;  1 

Tifft  NP 

Humann  et  al;  Kalbfleisch 
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Species 

November 

Number 

Location 

Qbserver(s) 

u 

25 

3 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Kerr,  Mudd 

Hermit  Thrush 

2 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Bemont 

Gray  Catbird 

2 

1 

Ashford 

J.  Rosenburg 

5 

1 

Wethersfield 

D&S  Junkin 

Brown  Thrasher 

19 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Humann 

American  Pipit 

4,  7,  11 

19,  35,  30 

Bethany 

Beattie 

<( 

4 

3 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

(i 

17 

1 

Buffalo  -  Outer  Harbor 

Rybczynski 

20 

1 

Stockton 

Barth 

23 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Dupont 

u 

27 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach  SP 

Humann  et  al 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

5 

17 

Sunset  Beach 

Swonka 

Lapland  Longspur 

8 

1 

Newfane 

Strong 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

44 

Olcott 

Strong,  Wilson 

it 

1 

100 

Somerset 

Hoover 

(( 

8 

100 

Newfane 

Strong 

tt 

23 

60 

Batavia  WWTP 

Mitchell 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

30 

4 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Field  Sparrow 

5 

1 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

u 

15 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  WS 

Barth 

Savannah  Sparrow 

3L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

Fox  Sparrow 

18 

1 

Belfast 

Schmidt 

tt 

23 

1 

Robert  Moses  Power  Plant 

Kundl 

u 

26 

2 

Sheldon 

T&L  Somerville 

u 

28 

1 

Willing 

Flurschutz 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

5 

7 

Sheridan 

VerHague 

u 

6 

5 

Tifft  NP 

Seidman 

u 

26 

1 

Gypsum  Pond 

Barth 

Scarlet  Tanager 

18 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

1 

350 

Dunkirk  Airport 

VerHague 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

6 

1 

Batavia  WWTP 

Gracewski 

u 

23 

1 

North  Harmony 

Van  strom 

Rusty  Blackbird 

3 

22 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

tt 

17 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

Common  Grackle 

3 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wasilco 

u 

19 

1 

Jamestown  Audubon 

Stineman 

u 

23 

14 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wasilco 

Pine  Siskin 

14 

1 

Colden 

J&K  Landau 

M 

18 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Humann 

II 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morien 

U 

21  -24 

9,7,4,  1 

Shelby 

Morien 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  previously  documented  in  2016:  285 

Species,  subspecies,  and  hybrids  new  for  the  month:  2 

Total  for  the  year  (to  date)  2016:  287 

Hybrid  reports: 

Snow  x  Cackling  Goose  26  1  Gypsum  Pond  A.  Guthrie,  Barry,  Wood 

Herring  x  Great  Black-backed  Gull  26_ 1_ Point  Breeze_ D'Anna,  Barth 
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Calendar  and  Announcements 

Buffalo-Niagara  Regions  Dial-a-Bird:  716-896-1271 
Bird  Hotline:  1-877-698-3261  or  866-321-4255  or  614-384-2335 
Buffalo-Niagara  Region  Nature  Blog:  http://bnnatureblog.com/ 
Visit  www.BuffaloOrnithologicalSociety.org  for  a  additional 
information  on  upcoming  meetings  and  field  trips. 


May  13:  Saturday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  at  8AM  for  1/2  day 
field  trip.  This  trip  will  focus  on  recently  arrived  neotropical 
migrants  as  well  as  lingering  waterfowl  and  sparrows.  Meet  at 
the  visitor  center.  Leader  Dave  Spiering 
May  21:  Sunday.  May  Bird  Count.  Please  participate.  Contact 
Compiler:  Robert  DeLeon  at  rldeleon@yahQQ.CQm  or 
716-626-0325. 


Mar.  15  -  May  15.  Hamburg  Hawk  Watch  at  Lakeside  Memorial 
Park  in  Hamburg  (off  Camp  Road  between  Routes  5  &  20). 
Stop  by  between  10  AM  and  3  PM  (weather  permitting)!  Contact 
Jim  Landau  (716-941-3869  or  landaujr@gmail.com). 

March  25:  Saturday,  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plain  Field  Trip 
for  early  migrants.  Meet  at  8  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's 
Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104, 
north  of  Lockport.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  751-3637; 
dannapotter@roadrunner.com. 

March  26:  Sunday.  Field  Trip  to  Owl  Woods  and  Braddock 
Bay.  Meet  9:30AM  at  Owl  Woods  parking  lot  on  Manitou  Beach 
Road,  Hilton,  NY.  Leaders:  Jim  Adams  and  Melissa  Mance. 

April  9:  Sunday.  April  Bird  Count.  All  BOS  members  should 
participate  in  the  81st  Annual  April  Bird  Count.  Contact 
Compiler:  Celeste  Morien;  celeste.morien@gmail.com 

April  12:  Wednesday.  7PM  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Wayne  Schacher 
will  present  on  a  ten  year  effort  towards  habitat  restoration  of 
conservancy  property  in  East  Tennessee. 

April  15:  Saturday.  9  AM  Raptor  Identification  workshop 
(weather  date:  April  16th).  Meet  William  D  Williams  Park,  4928 
Rogers  Road,  Hamburg,  NY  14075.  Dress  for  cool  lake  breezes 
and  bring  a  chair  for  viewing  comfort.  Leader:  Rick  Bacher 
rick.lord@gmail.com 

April  23:  Sunday.  Field  Trip  -  BOS/RBA  Joint  Braddock  Bay 
Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Wright's 
Corners.  This  is  on  the  east  side  of  Route  78  at  Route  104, 
north  of  Lockport.  If  you  plan  to  drive  on  your  own  we  will  meet 
the  RBA  group  at  9:30  AM  in  the  Braddock  Bay  Parking  lot. 
(Take  Route  18  to  the  Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway.  Exit  at  East 
Manitou  Road/Braddock  Bay.)  Leaders:  BOS;  David  Gordon 
(716-390-1429  ordgordonphoto@gmail.com  and  RBA;  Mike 
Tetlow  (585-748-5838  or  metetlow@gmail.com.  David  and  Mike 
will  lead  us  to  Monroe  County  Birding  hotspots. 

April  29:  Dunkirk  Harbor  and  Point  Gratiot.  Meet  8AM  at  city 
pier  at  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Leader:  Gale  VerHague 
novemberQale@gmail.com. 

May  10:  Wednesday.  7PM  BOS  Meeting  in  the  Cummings 
Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Topic  to  be 
announced 


BOS  MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  NOTICE  (1/1/17-12/31/17) 

Please  remit  dues  by  March  30,  2017  online  using  the  PayPal 
option  at  the  BOS  website  (www.BuffaloOrnithologicalSocietv.org) 
or  via  regular  mail  with  a  check  payable  in  U.S.  funds  to  BOS  and 
addressed  to:  Karen  Landau,  9195  State  Road  Colden,  NY 
14033-9626 


(top)  Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird  photographed  by  Gale 
VerHague  at  Poland  on  November  16th  and  (bottom)  Northern 
Shrike  photographed  by  Sue  Barth  at  Iroquois  NWR  on 
October  8th. 
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